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The Department of Overseas Trade 
® 
(Development and_ Intelligence), 
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r f “Advantage, Vic, London.” TELEPHONES London Wall, 4713 and 4717. 
VEERGRAMS “\ Cope: A.B.C., Sth Edition (Private Branch Exchange. 
DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 

The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (DEvELor- and Glasgow, and closed on Friday, 5th March. The Ofiice 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on | dealing with Fair matters is at 35, Old Queen Street, 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified | S.W. 1, to which address all enquiries should be made. 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as | In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor. 


the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to | 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is | 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 


tunity of familiarising themselves with Foreign methods of 
advertising (including German and Austrian), the Board of 


application, information with regard to the following Trade have collected over 18,000 Foreign Trade Catalogues, 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, and these may be inspected by British manufacturers at the 


nage ecg pa ye — — - — | Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelli. 
é ists of firms abroad engaged in par- syn P 109 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and gence), 73, Basinghall Street, London, ae. 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial | A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 


Statistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations cen- | are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
, ® ; 4 ’ - e . . 7 . 
cel ning ne ga — Sources of Supply, Prices, | names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
ete., of Trade Products; Shippi ; e is i 

; Shipping and Transport, etc. particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 


Sumples of foreign competitive goods and commercial : ? 
nee . , bag — y al J manufactur ; 
products which are received from abroad from time to time may be obtained by United Kingdom , abe 
application to the Comptrolier-General, Department of 


are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 





Over 60,000 samples of goods of Foreign manufactu : a 
which were sold in British em abroad and in aieie hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of All communications intended for the Department of Over. 
the Department at 3, Guildhall Courtyard, E.C., and are seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
now available for the inspection of British manufacturers. addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
The BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, opened on Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 3%, 
Monday, 23rd February, at the Crystal Palace, Birmincham Old Queen Street, London S.W. 1. 


- ——_+—~—- = 2 " . a 








OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
The Special Register affords early information to manu- European references, goods particularly required, terms of 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad before trading and language in which correspondence should be 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other form, which is known as Form kK. 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, the ‘‘Form K’”’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s ‘Trade Com- ESSENTIAL. 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty's A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and British 


countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
quickly as possible after its receipt. pat aie =" ena ’ 
che Baguter & = to any approved British fi rm on the 1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’). . , mee 
That is, the Department issues the information to— 


lt is not open to non-British traders. epa 
teh (a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 1b) Gho Fedécation of Beltich Industries 

trade in British-made goods. a: of Britis ustries. ; 

:os . , odies comprised in these organisations have their 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included various component trades classified as shown in ‘Form K,” 

in the Special Register shorid communicate with The and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 

Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
Development and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, circulating to trades which are not interested. 


ndon, E.C. 2. The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 


distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 





FORM K. tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 

H.M. Consular Officers have received instructions to information have to be approved by the Department. At 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 





facture. This information, which includes the commercial affiliated to the latter. 
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[he Board of Trade. 
COAL. 
WEEKLY OUTPUT IN TONS. 
Provisional figures of the weekly tonnage 
coal during the four weeks ended 28th February are 
given below. 
] 


The output for the week ended 25th February was 
4.835,928 tons, against 4.855.845 








oO {5 tons in the previous 
week, and 4,897,511 tons in the corresponding long 
week in Northumberland and Durham. 


7th.Feb. 14th Feb. 21st Feb. 28th Feb. 


Tons. Tons. rons. Tons. 
Northumberland te Bak @Ad 240.178 228,192 231,742 
Durham ...... | 641,641 684,556 648.024 675,204 
Yorkshire ....... 772,339 787.605 (87.725 778.916 
Lancashire, Cc heshire 
and North Wales... 460,682 457 .985 453,394 458,512 


Derby, Nottingham 
and Leicester 

Staffordshire Shrop- 
shire, Warwick and 


994,408 601,442 596,010 599.848 


Worcester ...... Dae 561,601 461.056 357,335 560.098 
South Wales and _ _ : 
Monmouths hire 1,096,739 ~1.004,949 1,008,428 963.999 


Other English is 


BE . cdiacenibnansaake 101,591 96,506 97,822 97,146 


eiieted «0.0... 679.823 663.334 678.915 670,460 
Total ......... 4.846.167 4.897.311 4.855.845 4,835,928 





SUMMARY SINCE MAY 381, 1919, 
The total production ieee of coal since 31st May, 
1919, is given below:- 


1919. 1919. 

Tons. Tons. 
May ee 4,812,595 October 18th 4,727, 465 
June 7th ...... 4, O44, 034 October 25th 4,761,037 
June 14th  .... 8,256,508 November Ist 4,674,582 
June Zlist...... 4,736,841 November 8th 4 804,456 
June 28th ...... 4,806,933 November 15th 4,679,402 
July oth ...... 4,728,588 November 22nd 4,767,578 
July 12th ...... 4,796,148 November 29th 4,762,729 
July 19th ..... 3,893,651 December 6th 4,808,524 


July 26th .... 2,587,904 December 13th 4,886,156 
August 2nd ... 3,614,776 December 20th. 4,9 
August 9th ... 2,642,895 December 27th 3,39: 
August 16th 3,726,499 1920. 
August 23rd_ ... 3,989,762 January 3rd... 3,494,603 
August 30th 4,354,983 January 10th ... 4,540,728 
September Cth 4,509,863 January 17th ... 4 
September 13th 4,489,816 January 24th ... 4,851,521 
September 20th 4,450,308 January 3lst ... 4,866,066 
September 27th 4,481,434 February 7th ... 4,846,167 
October 4th 2,871,610 I epruary 14th 
October 11th 4,076,862 I bruary 21st 
February 28th 


4 855,845 
4 5 S50. YS 





PROFITEERING ACT DEPARTMENT, 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 


The following meetings of Sub-Committees of the 
Standing Committee on Trusts took place on 2nd 
March :— 

Electrical Lamps Sub-Commiitee.—Ninth meeting. 
The Sub-Committee unanimously approved the draft 
Report, which will be circulated to the Standing 
Committee. 

Fruit Prices Sub-Committee.—Second meeting. 
Evidence was given by representatives of the Con- 
sumers’ Council, the Ministry of Food, and_ the 
Scottish Board of Agriculture. 

Milk Sub-Committee.—Second meeting. Evidence 
was given by Mr. W. Buckley, Director of Milk 
Supplies, Ministry of Food. and by Mr. J. T. Blackshaw., 
O.B.E., Head of the Dairy Branch, Ministry — of 
Agriculture. 

The first meeting of the Meat Sub-Committee of the 
Committee on Trusts was held on 38rd March. The 
Hon, H. Woodhouse, C.B.E., was elected Chairman 
and witnesses were agreed upon for invitation to the 
next meeting. 
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The sixteenth meeting of the Motor luel Sub-Com. 
mittee was wage on the same date. Evidence was given 
by Dr. lek ‘S, OL Mi ssrs, Pearson, Ltd... regarding Oj] 
walneal bire, by Dr. Forbes Lestic with refer. 
. Norfolk Shale Oil Industry, and by Mr. F. 
, Managing Director of the National Fue] 
-Operative 


Porine in 
ence to th 
Banks Warner 
Oil Company, regarding his scheme tor the ¢ 
distribution of heavy fuel oils. 

The twentieth ty vn of the Investigation of Prices 
Standing Committee was held on 4th March, when con- 
sideration was given to a Report prepared by the 
Weights and Measures Sub-Committee, which it was 
decided to refer for further investigation to the Chief 
Accountant, The constitution of the sectional com. 
mittees of the Building Materials Sub-Committee wag 
considered. It was also decided to form a Sub-Con 
mittee to deal with Hosiery. It was also resolved to 
institute investigations into costs, prices and _ profits 
arising from the production and distribution of Mending 
Wool. ; 

The fifth meeting of the Furniture Sub-Commitee of 
the Prices Committee was held on the same date, when 
the costs which had been obtained in connection with 
Bedroom Suites were examined. 

A Complaints Tribunal sat at the Hotel Windsor on 
the same day, with Mr. W. Marshall Freeman in the 
chair. The first- case to be heard was the adjoumed 
Case Od the Mederation ot Grocers’ Associntio Ns y\. 
Messrs. Sutcliffe Brothers, the first hearing of which 
was reported in the “‘ Journal ” of 19th F ebruary. 7 
respondents were shown to have sought a profit of neat] 
3+ per cent. on what was to all intents and purposes 
brokerage transaction, and the Tribunal decided thal 
brokerage at the rate of ] per ce nt. would have been 
adequate, and that a case of profiteering had conse. 
quently been made out. They decided, however, that 
no further proceedings should be taken. The Tribunal 
made a thorough investigation into the speculation in 
Sunlight Soap which was the basis of these proceed- 
ines. They found that the respondents had obtained 
their offer of the soap in question from Alr. Pereboon, 
who had received his offer in turn from a Mr. Harry 
Bloom, last-named having bought large quantities 
of the soap from a considerable number of small traders 
in the East End. The Tribunal commented in strong 
terms upon Mr. Bloom’s business, and ordered a full 
report of his speculative transaction to be laid before 
the Board of Trade. The seeond case to be heard was 
that of Messrs. H. Underwood and Co., Ltd. v. Messrs. 
J. Sellar and Co., Ltd. The complainants alleged an 
overcharge for 2in. Electric Wire Conduit Elbows of 
stamped metal which had been sold by the respondents 
tc them at 6s. per dozen. The Tribunal ordered a refund 
of 2d. per Elbow, but decided that the case was not 
important enough to warrant further proceedings. 

The eleventh meeting of the Preliminary Investige- 
tion Sub-Committee of the Complaints Committee was 
held on 5th March, when sixteen cases came up for 
consideration, all of which had been remitted by Local 
Profiteering Committees. Prosecutions were recom: 
mended in five of these eases relating to Bottled Petrol, 
Candied Peel, French Walnuts, Mincemeat and Vinegar, 
In the remaining eleven eases the Sub-Committee 
decided that no undue profit had been made. 

Meetings of Sub-Committees of the Committee on 
Trusts took place on the same date, as follows:— 

Uniform Clothing Sub-Committee.—Fifth meeting. 
Kvidence was given by representatives of a number of 
railway companies. 

Fixed Retail Prices Sub-Committee.—-Fourth meet 
ing. The draft Report was considered. 

Meetings of Sub-Committees of the Investigation 0 
Prices Committee also took place on the same date, a 
fellows :— 

Cement and Mortar Sectional Committee.—F rs 
meeting. The procedure to be adopted was agreed. 

Light Castings Sectional Committee.—First meeting. 
The procedure to be adopted was agreed. 

Wool. Tops and Yarns Sub-Committee. _Fifth meet- 
ing. The Sub-Committee further considered the draft 
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aad qui stionnaire which Is to be sent out to the Trade, and (2) Trips must not be run when visibility is less than 
it was ruled by the Chairman that it should be amended two miles. 
5 Ven and circulated in its amended form. (3) A good look-out must be kept-for drifting mines. 
Je. The second meeting of the Timber Sectional Com- — ap agai neti ae 
r. F mittee of the Building Materials Sub-Cominittee was on passage. 
Fuel held on vig — oe was given by the (5) In no case should a vessel carrying passengers be 
ative Controller, — Supplies Department. _ a anchored in foggy weather, or in the dark, in the run 
The twentieth meeting of the Standing Committee of the stream. 
eae on Trusts was held on 9th March, when the Report of Vessels plying in waters west of Selsey Bill and south of 
pee: the Electrical Lamps Sub-Committee was received. the Minches must comply generally with the Life-Saving 
ries Consideration was also given to a memorandum on Appliances Rules for Class VI of the Home Trade, and 
the ‘en ” must carry boats, life rafts, and buoyant apparatus suffi- 
Was Buttons. — , , ; a cient for 70 per cent. of the total number of persons for 
‘hief Mectings of Sub-Committees of the Committees on which the ship is certified. 
sv Trusts took place on the same date as follows :— | In waters east of Selsey Bill and north and east of the 
an Salt Sub-Committee.—Sixth meeting. Evidence was | Minches the risk of collision with mines is apenier. \ essels 
‘om. given by representatives of Messrs. Cerebos, Ltd., and plying in these waters must, therefore, carry voats, life 
ye Messrs. Weston and Westall, Ltd. rafts, and buovant apparatus suthcient for the total 
a {0 fruit Prices Sub-Committee.—Third meeting. number of persons for which the ship is certified. 
‘onts Evidence was given by representatives of the Co- 
ding operative Wholesale Society, Ltd., the Scottish Co- 
operative Wholesale Society, Ltd., and the Plymouth ~ 
Pe of Recaiatins Society, Ltd. ) MERCHANDISE MARKS COMMITTEE. 
vhen Iron and Steel Sub-Committee.—Third meeting. The Merchandise Marks Committee met at the Board 
with Evidence was given by representatives of Messrs. Wiley of Trade last week for the purpose of taking further 
and Sons, Ltd., and Messrs. F. W. Cotterill, both bolt ovidemen. ' 
wr On a seh See, * ine ' Witnesses on behalf of the Association of British 
1 the The second meeting of the Stone, Pricks and Clay- Chambers of Commerce and the Sheffield and London ~ 
med ware Sub-Committee of the Prices Committee was held Chambers of Commerce dealt with the making of im- 
'S on the same date. Evidence was given by the Manag- ported, transhipped and re-exportéd goods, and con- 
hich ing Director of Messrs. Smeed. Dean and Co., Ltd. sidered among other things the problems arising in 
The Brick Makers. ae | connection with imported raw materials and with goods 
early The third meeting of the Milk Sub-Committee of the which undergo processes in more than one country. The 
08 Committee on Trusts was held on 10th March, Evid- probable effects of the adoption of Empire, National 
that ence was given by a representative of the Agricultural and Community Marks of origin were considered; and 
been Organisation Society, . representations regarding the improper use cf British 
nse- The first meeting of the Dyes and Dyestuffs Sub- | fall Marks abroad were made bv the Sheffield 
that Committee, which is a joint Sub-Committee of the > on 
unal Committee on Trusts and the Prices Committee, was Proposals relative to the marking of foreign printed 
n in held on the same date. The general procedure to be matter in general, and Christmas Cards in particular, 
eed. adopted was agreed, | : | were put forward on behalf of the Trades Union Con- 
ined The seventeenth meeting of the Motor Fuel Sub- cress Parliamentary Committee and the Association of 
yom. Committee of the Prices Committee was also held on Christmas Card Publishers respectively. 
‘arry the same date, when further information was obtained The questions of the marking of imported soods. 
ities from witnesses with regard to heavy oils. the prevention of false descriptions, the use of national 
ders trade marks, and the protection of British marks in 
rong RUSSIAN TIMBER. foreign countries, were dealt with from the points of 
full view of their respective industries by the Cyele and 
afore IMPORTS IN 19138. — Motor Cyvele Manufacturers’ and Traders’ Union; the 
or In reply to a question in. the House of Commons on Redditch and District Needle and lishing Tackle Em- 
Ssr's Monday, Mr Brideeman, Parliamentary Secretary of ployers Association, and the Joint Industrial Council 
1 an eee ade, issued the following statement :— for the Needle, Fish Hook, Fishing Tackle and Allied 
s of eer neee ae amen, seein Sn innit | Trades; and the National Couneil of the Pottery In- 
ents QUANTITY OF ee angen FROM RUSSIA IN THE | dustry, bien. Bettiah Pottery i caatinateenne! Federation. 
fund tation, oe ee Quantitx. | the Association of Pottery and Glass Factors and Whole- 
not ed ond Piahoe . Loada of 50 sale Dealers, and ‘the China and Glass Dealers 
5 Hewn: cubic feet. Association, 
tiga- Fir. Pine and Spruce, other than Pit Props or maciiae 
was SE NE, - hbccsncsndunabensceunsuckecedeedinerseunsrasins 326,240 
» for Oak EO oo Peete eter eee e tees sere e eee e sete eee ees _ 23,005 DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
socal Pit Props or Pit Wood .............. per ere nee 1,538,714 » 
om- io oe 5s pads ean edsebacaies 48,661 TRADE. es 
sak Sawn or split, planed or dressed : iin 
spite Fir, IND svainsvesbawrcianndecadauannianss 3,331,872 i seanieiiiacs se _ 
oe ES EL RT TN ee 31,472 TRADE OPENINGS IN ESTHONTA. 
ittee Staves of all dimensions ............. serinainchien tore taensie des 92,109 The Department of Overseas Trade have filed q 
Furniture woods, hard woods and veneers (not | report on economic, industrial and commercial condi- 
2 on being Ash, Beech, Birch. Elm. Oak, or Wains- Tons. , = ‘a . 
uh, and excluding Mahogany) ................-. 9 53] tions in Esthonia. The report, which contains the 
ing. wae — of firms oe in the — — _ 
a . , . carthenware, woodworking, * paper, chemical, leather, 
ig EXCURSION STEAMERS. metal and shipbuilding industries in Esthonia, also 
noct- > _— . NTT , states the raw materials required for those undertak- 
ASSENGER CERTIFICATES. ings, anl indicates the countries from which they were 
n of After consultation with the Admiralty it has been formerly obtained. The report can be seen on applica- 
>, as decided by the Board of Trade that passenger certi- tion at the Department of Overseas Trade (Russian 
| ficates for excursion steamers may be issued this year, and Seandinavian Section), 35, Old Queen Street, 
ripst subject to certain special conditions, the breach of S.W. 1. 
9 Which wil] render the certificates liable to cancellation. | Note.—A.rticles on the Commercial and Industrial Out- 
ing. The principal conditions are as follows :— look in Esthonia, and on Currency, Banking and Insurance, 
: _ (1) Excursion trips are to be run during daylight only, appeared in the ‘‘Journal’”’ of 26th February (pp. 300 and 
reet- Le., only between one hour before sunrise and one hour 305 respectively. ] 
‘raft after sunset. — 
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Special Articles. 





BELGIAN CONGO. 


PROGRESS AND PROSPECTS. 








‘From H.M. Ambassador.) 
BRUSSELS. 

In the course of the debate in the Belgian Chamber 
on the Colonial estimates, the Minister for the Colonies 
made a statement in regard to the situation in the 
Congo. 

He dealt first with the economic situation as affected 
by the war, pointing out that the export of rubber 
and ivory had been largely replaced by exports of such 
commodities as palm nuts, of which more than 35,0C0 
tons were exported in 1917, and copper, of which 
27,500 tons were exported in 1917 as compared with 
1,900 tons in 1913. The export of gold and diamonds 
had also considerably increased. 

At the same time the Banque du Congo had greatly 
inereased the number of its agencies, and the number 
of industrial and commercial establishments had risen 
from 956 in 1913 to 1,751 in 1917. 

COMMUNICATIONS TO BE IMPROVED. 

After paying a tribute to the work of the Colonial 
officials during the war, and referring briefly to the 
military operations conducted by the Colony, the 
Minister went on to discuss the policy to be adopted in 
the future in order to maintain and increase the pros- 
perity acquired during the war. 

The system of internal transportation, he said, must 
be revised. Steps were already being taken to increase 
the carrying capacity of the Matadi-Leopoldville Rail- 
wav. The many different railway schemes had been 
co-ordinated, and a Commission was shortly to be sent 
out to prepare plaris on the spot. 

The Katanga railway was already inadequate, and its 
present terminus at Bukama was not satisfactory. It 
was therefore to be prolonged for another 80 kilometres. 
The first section of a line towards Benguela was also 
to be constructed, and the Great Lakes Railway, which 
had reached Lake Tanganyika during the War, was to be 
extended. Other schemes included a railway from the 
industrial district of the Katanga to the populous 
Kasai region, and another from Kilo to the Congo. The 
waterways were also to be improved. 

NATIVES AND EUROPEANS. 

One of the great problems which had to be faced 
was that of the health of the natives. An attempt was 
being made to enlist the services of army doctors, and 
medical agents, etc., had been appointed. A number of 
nurses who had returned from the war were being sent 
out. primarily to combat the prevailing infantile 
mortality. 

The condition of the natives had greatly improved 
during the last twenty years. Internal wars had ceased, 
order reigned, native commerce and agriculture were 
developing, and the natives had begun to clothe them- 
selves and to improve their houses. There was no 
doubt that progress had been made. 


There were in the Congo, he continued, 6,266 
Europeans. Out of these only 3,263 were Belgians. 


This number was much too small, especially as 2,438 
were officials. The Belgians ought rot to allow their 
place to be taken by foreigners. Planters, traders, 
manufacturers and prospectors were wanted, and not 
only officials. 

FINANCIAL Position. 

As regards the financial situation, the first vears of 
the war had shown a total budgetary deficit of 67 
million francs, which had been covered by a loan. The 
Pudget for 1919 balanced, but it must be borne in mind 
that the receipts might be less than was anticipated 
owing to a fall in prices; and various amendments had 
increased the expenditure to 52 million franes, repre- 


senting a deficit of 3,200,000 francs. The financial 


situation was, however, favourable, as receipts had in- 


—— 
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creased owing to the economic prosperity of the colony. 
It has been decided since to strengthen the financial 
position of the colony by abolishing short-term Treasury 
Bonds and to issue long-term loans, the proceeds of 
which will be used in the execution of public works.) 

The financial position of the natives had improved 
owing to the large exports and the rise im prices. The 
Native Tax, which produced 6,500,000 francs in 1913. 
yielded 13 million frances in 1911, although the rate 
had not varied. An improved census had contributed 
to this result, which was satisfactory, and showed the 
advantages of free labour and taxation in money over 
the previous system. 

The credit of the Colony was excellent; their loans 
were raised at five per cent. net of all commission, and 
few countries could do the same. 


RvuaNDA AND URUNDI. 

As regards Ruanda and Urundi, which Belgium wag 
to administer under the Treaties concluded at Paris, 
they were rich districts, containing an abundance of 
cattle, very healthy, and possessing numerous native 
institutions, which they desired to respect. The dis. 
tricts would be administered by Residents, who would 
act as advisers and not as dictators. It was, he said, 
by taking into account the habits, customs, institutions 
and preferences of the people that they would carry 
out a definitive and fruitful work. 

NEED FOR FREE TRADE PRINCIPLES. 

In conclusion, the Minister said that a great step 
towards commercial liberty and free trade would have 
been made if people realised that protectionism had 
been as great an evil as militarism, If there should 
be a continuance of protective competition Belgium 
had a most valuable asset in the Colony, with its inex. 
haustible reserves of raw materials of prime necessity, 
such as copper, tin, gold, diamonds. oleaginous pro. 
ducts, cotton, rubber, ete. In conjunction with Belgian 
coal, industry, labour and commerce, it represented an 
economic combination which no one could avoid taking 
into account. 

It may be mentioned in this connection that in the 
course of a speech delivered later, a tormer Minister for 
the Colonies also advocated the maintenance of free 
trade principles. Commercial freedom should, be said, 
be maintained in Africa, not only because it had been 
imposed by the Berlin Act, but above all because it was 
an instrument of progress and the best possible defence 
against routine and abuse. 

CoLONIAL MINISTER'S Tour. 

In connection with the development of the colony 
the Minister of the Colonies is to undertake a. prolonged 
tour throughout the Congo, during which he will visit 
the various districts. 

On the eve of his departure he made a further state- 
ment in the Chamber on the general situation of the 
Colony. 

PRoposeD REDUCTION OF NATIVE Tax. 

He declared that far from constituting a burden on 
the mother country the Congo in reality cost her very 
little. The 1920 Budget shows an increase in the revenue 
over last year of 6,800,000 francs, due to the larger 
receipts from the native tax, the ordinary taxes, the 
Customs and war profits. An income tax was to be 
introduced, but it was proposed on the other hand to 
reduce from three to two per cent. the exportation tax, 
which had been introduced during the war, and which 
was levied on all raw materials leaving the Colony. It 
was desirable to reduce this latter tax as much 36 
possible as it tended to discourage the investment of 
capital in the Colony. It was expected, however, that 
a two per cent. tax would produce more in 1920 than 
three per cent, had produced in 1919. 


BupGet DeEricirs anp Puspiic WorKs. 

There would be a deficit of four million francs 0 
the ordinary and 16 million francs on the extraordinary 
Budget, but the 26 million franes to be spent on publi¢ 
works must be set against this deficit, so that the situé 
tion was in no way disquieting. 
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I;DUCATION FOR COLONIAL LIFE, 

‘The Minister was of opinion that a colonial career had 
attracted many valuable men, and that the personnel 
of the Colony was good considering the fact that it was 
only thirty years old. Steps were being taken to im- 
rove the position in this respect and the Colonial School 
at Antwerp would be opened in Octuber next. ‘The 
education would be free and would be <lirected prin- 
cipally towards the formation of character and the 
acquisition of technical knowledge. ‘This school had 
been made possible by the grant of ten million franes 
from the sum made over by Mr, Hoover for the develop- 
ment of higher education in Belgium. A colonial career 
would also be rendered more attractive as a result of 
the increase in the indemnities given to public servants 
in the Colony, and to the better system of pensions 
which it was hoped would be introduced. 

RAILWAY EXTENSION SCHEMES. 

The Minister then referred to the new permanent way 
which was being prepared on the Leopoldville-Matadi 
Railway, © the key of the Colony.”’ Pending the ter- 
mination of this work, the company had ordered new 
engines and trucks by means of which it was hoped to 
be able to deal with 200,000 tons of traftic a year, instead 
of only 70,000 tons as at present. In the Katanga 
district 65 million francs were to be spent in railway 
development. There would eventually be an outlet “from 
this district to the Atlantic at Lobito Bay, the section 
in Portuguese territory being in the hands of a British 
company. Communication with the Indian Ocean on 
the other hand would alse be rendered possible by the 
railway from the Congo to Albertville, navigation on 
Lake Tanganyika, and the concessions at Kigoma and 
Dar-es-Salaam. 

PaLM Nuts. 

All the statements which have appeared recently in 
regard to the Congo are in agreement as to the economic 
progress made in the Colony. As pointed out above, 
palm nuts form the chief article of export. The produc- 
tion in 1918 is estimated at 40,000 tons as against 8,000 
tons in 1914; 7,000 tons of palm oil were also procduced 
in 1918 as compared with 2,500 tons in 1914. The pro- 
duction of oil is, however, limited by the facilities avail- 
able for transport, and, as pointed out by the Governor 
inarecent speech, it will rot be possible fully to develop 
the industry until the problem has been solved, either 
by the employment of tank boats, or the establishment 
of a barrelling industry on the spot. A prize of 25,000 
irancs is to be offered for the invention of a tractor 
driven by palm oil. 

The Huileries du Congo Belge showed satisfactory 
results in 1918 in spite of a shortage of labour. Their 
output was as follows :— 


Oil. Kernels. 

Tons. Tons. 

1916... lan 2,735 _ er 735 

1917_—i... = 3,664 dea we 911 

1918... ee 4,554 -~ ... 23,280 
RvuBBER. 


The production of rubber has fallen off during the 
war. The low price obtainable on the EPritish market 
has discouraged buyers, and the natives show little 
inclination for the hard work of collecting the raw 
material, for which they are paid very low wages. In 
order to encourage the industry, however, freight rates 
for rubber on the Government boats on the Congo have 
deen reduced. 

Corton CULTIVATION. 

The cultivation of cotton continues to be developed. 
This year 2,000 hectares are to be cultivated in the 
Manyema district, 3,000 in the Sanguru-Kasai district. 
ind 800 in the Lomami district, representing a produc- 
on of 3 million kilos of raw cotton, or 1,060,000 kilos 
let, whilst factories for the treatment of the raw cotton 
are to be established in the Manyema and Sanguru 
districts, ; : 
Exports in 1918 amounted to 55,552 kilos, but it is 
‘tated that this amount is insignificant in comparison 

















SPECIAL ARTICLES—continued. 





with the production, and that there are considerable 
stocks of raw cotton which it has not been possible to 
treat. ‘The climate and soil in the Congo are sail to 
be well suited to the cultivation of cotton, and the 
experiments hitherto conducted have given very satis- 
factory results, some Congo cotton having been sold 
at a penny more than the average price of American 
cotton. Consignments which have arrived at Antwerp 
recently have realised more than six franes a kilo, 
whilst the price on the spot, including transport, is only 
sixty centimes a kilo. 

It is proposed to employ the system of cultivation 
by the natives on their own account, under the direction 
of European experts. This system has proved satis- 
factory in Sanguru, where some 200 hectares of cotton 
are cultivated in about 4,000 native lots. 


ConGo CoTTon COMPANY. | 

At a recent meeting of the Colonial Council, the 
Minister for the Colonies presiding, the proposed Law 
relating to the establishment of the Compagnie Cotton- 
niere Congolaise was discussed. This company has 
been formed on the initiative of the Ministry of the 
Colonies as the result of a mission of investigation sent 
out to the Congo during the war, and composed of repre- 
sentatives of the Belgian cotton industry, with a view 
tc the exploitation of cotton growing in Belgian Congo. 





The capital of the company 1s 6,000,000 franes, which 
has been subseribed by the principal banks and other 
important organisations interested in cotton. 




















} 


The Congo Government have handed over to the 
company :— 

(1) Certain ginning factories (for separating fibre 
from the seed) together with lands on which 
they have been erected at Lusambo and 
Kibombo. ‘These two factories comprise two 
steam ginning plants, capable of turning out 
in three or four months from three to four 
hundred tons of cotton fibre; they were pur- 
chased by the Belgian Government in 1918. 

(2) Ten hand gins, purchased at the same time, 
which are established in the districts of 
Manirua-Lomami and Mankuru-Kmaoni. 

(3) The land. buildings, and materials of the farm 
of Lonkala, or a similar establishment, erected 
on a site to be chosen by the Company. 

In exchange the Colonial Government are receiving 
1,200 fully paid shares of 500 frs. each, and have the 
right to appoint a director on the board of the company. 

The total production up to the present has been 320 
tons of cotton. It is of good quality, and has reached 
high prices on the Liverpool market. This attempt to 
develop the growth of cotton in the Congo is being 
followed with much interest. 

BriTISH CO-OPERATION. 

The President of ‘‘La Textile,’’ who is also 4 
prominent member of the Union Cottoniere, has 
expressed his appreciation of the assistance and advice 
which had been given by British cotton experts in 
regard to the production of cotton in Africa, and 
suggested that cotton users in the United Kingdom 
should co-operate as closely as possible with Belgian 
enterprise in the growth of cotton in British and Belgian 
colonies. 

MIscELLANEOUS Raw MATERIAL. 

The ivory ‘industry has been purposely restricted 
during the war, and only 125 téns were exported in 1918. 
Exports on the old scale will no doubt now be resumed. 

Only 3,611 tons of copal were exported in 1918, or 
about one-half the amount exported in 1917, owing to 
the import restrictions imposed by most of the Allies. 

The export of rafia fibre has largely increased, and 
reached a total of 297 tons in 1918. It is used for pack- 
ing most of the merchandise transported locally. 

About 175 tons of leather were exported in 1918, of 
which 81 tons came from the portion of German East 
Africa occupied by the Belgians. This trade is in its 
infaney, and can be greatly extended if prices are- 
maintained. 
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The exports of coffee in 1918 amounted to 68,187 kilos, 
as against 27,843 in 1917. 

Experiments are being made in the production of 
kapok. Seed was introduced from Java eight years ago, 
and the trees ought now to be producing the seed and 
cuttings necessary for cultivation in the native villages. 
Kapok seed is said to contain 28 per cent. of edible oil 
suitable for making oil cake. The cultivation of kapok 
is, however, not so remunerative as that of cotton, at 
any rate at the present time, 

Bananas are also cultivated, and potatoes are being 
srown with success. A eucalyptus plantation has also 
civen satisfactory results. 

The forests contain considerable quantities of wood 
suitable for furniture making, ete., and proposals are 
under consideration for the reduction of railway rates 
on timber. Numerous applications have been made for 
timber concessions. 

Imports FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The imports for 1919 up to November, 1919, froin the 
United Kingdom were about 15 per cent. more than 
during the year 1918, whilst the vuports from the United 
States of America remained stationary. If United King- 
dom manufacturers could have supplied the local 
markets and there had been no export restrictions there 
is no doubt that imports for 1919 from the United 
Kingdom would have been much larger 

SHIPPING. 

The principal shipping company is an Antwerp firm. 
It has two passenger and cargo steamers of 7,745 and 
7.694 tons respectively, and has, in addition, chartered 
two British-owned steamers. Another company runs a 
regular monthly service, but its three steamers do not 
carry cargo to or from the United Kingdom. 

An American company intends to start a monthly 
service from New York to Matadi, calling at the West 
African ports, but it is doubtful whether it will con- 
tinue a regular service. A French company has 
chartered a Norwegian steamer for nine months, and it 
is probable that this irregular service will contimue 
because the vessel calls at small ports not touched by 
the mail steamers. 

COASTING SERVICE. 

The eoast-wise service to St. Paul de Loanda anal 
Lobito Bay includes a small steamer belonging to the 
Colony of the Belgian Congo, a Portuguese steamer, 
and a few Portuguese sailing vessels. 
ROAD AND INLAND WATER 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

As regards means of transportation, the situation is 
as follows :— 

The railway system, 2,017 kilometres in extent, com- 
prises the following lines :— 

THe Matapi-Lropotpvitite Ratway. 

This line is 400 kilometres in leneth, with a gauge of 
75 metre. It was begun in 1890 and completed in 
i898. Its total carrymg capacity is 200,000 tons, and 
it carried 89,165 tons in 1917. As stated above its recon- 
struction is under consideration in order to increase its 
carrying capacity and to ensure greater economy of 


RAIL, 


operation, 
TPPER CONGO-GREAT LAKES. 

There are 753 kilometres of rail, supplemented by 960 
kilometres of river transport. The gauge of the railway 
is one metre. It consists of three sections:— 

Stanleyville-Ponthierville, 125 kilometres. 
Kindu-Kongolo, 255 kilometres, 
Kabalo-Albertville, 273 kilometres. 
It was begun in 1903 and completed in 1915. 
22 29? tons in 1917. 
THe KATANGA Ratiway. 

This railway, which is 727 kilometres in length, with 
a gauge ot 1:07 metre, was begun in 1909 and eom- 
pleted to Bukama in 1918. The Belgian Government 
have proposed to prolong the railway to Kiabo, and to 
begin the construction of the first section of a railway 
from Katango towards Lobito Bay. This section will 
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run from Chitongo to Ruwe, where the Union Miniere 
propose to erect a large hydro-electric works. 
THe MAyuMBE RAILWayY. 
This railway was begun in 1908 and completed in 


1914. Its length is 157 kilometres, and the gauge O°615 
metre. It carried 18,584 tons in 1917. It has reached 


its full carrying capacity, and should be reconstructed 
on a different alignment in order to meet the require- 
ments of the district. 

SCHEME OF DEVELOPMENT. 

Plans are under consideration for the construction of 
railways from Dolo to Bukama, and from Stanleyville 
to Lake Albert, and also of the Uele Railway. 

The Government have formulated a definite scheme 
of railway development, the execution of which must, 
however, necessarily depend upon the circumstances of 
the moment, and they will in due course approach the 
Governments of the neighbouring countries with a view 
to the formation of a system advantageous to all 


concerned. 
Roaps. 
The existing roads are as follows :— 
Kilometres. 

Buta-Pambili, with motor service ...... 225) 
Elizabethville-Kesenga — .................005. 212 
Tumba-Kitobolo (Agricultural road) ...... 17 
 .  e 129) 
Several agricultural roads in the Katanga, 

I isis sion kuti deteacimnetennntenes 4i) 


Roads are under construction from Kilo to Lake 
Albert, Irumu and Moto, and a road is projected from 
Stanleyville to Lake Albert, 800 kilometres in length. 

WaTeR TRANSPoRT COMPANY. 

The Société Nationale des Transports Fluviaux au 
Congo has recently been formed to take over the whole 
administration of water transport in the Upper Congo. 
It is a limited liability company which is to be run on 
business lines. Government officials may not be 
members of the Board of Administration, although the 
first members of the Board are to be appointed by 
Royal Decree. When once the general body of share- 
holders has been constituted the Goveriment will, 
however, no longer interfere. 

CAPITAL AND POWERs. 

The company has been formed for a period of thirty 
years with a capital of 15,000,000 frances. 

The respa@etive powers ot the board ol directors, of 
the three Commissions to be appointed to control the 
operation of the company and of the general assembly 
of shareholders, are very carefully defined. The Decree 
also lays down rules for the distribution of profits. 


WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY, 

There is a complete system of wireless telegraphy 
between Banana and the coast, and between Boma, 
Kinshasa, Coquilhatville, Basankusu, Umangi, Basoko, 
Stanleyville, Kindu, Kongolo, Albertville, Kikondja, 
lizabethville, Lusambo and Kilo. 

It is proposed to construct an inter-continental station 
to connect the Colony with Belgium, and to strengthen 
the stations at Benna, Coquilhatville and Elizabethville. 


MINERALS. 

From a speech delivered by the Governor of the Congo 
it appears that the output of the copper mines shows 4 
decrease in 1918 as compared with 1917, the Union 

Minitre of the Upper Katanga having produced only 
20,742 tons of copper as against 27,497 in 1917. ‘This 
falling off is due to insufficient supplies of coal during 
the first ten months of the year, and to the epidemic 
of influenza, which was exceptionally severe in the 
Katanga during November and December. 

The Kasai Diamond Mines produced 164,182 carats 
in 1918, as compared with 90,000 carats in 1917. At 
the price of 30°45 frances a carat this represents a value 
of some 5 million tranes. . 

The Société Géologique et Miniére exp rted 273 
tons of cassitérite in 1918, as compared with 103 
tons in 1917. The ore, which contains 74 per cent. 0 
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useful metal and is exceptionally pure, is said to be one 
of the best which has been seen on the British imarket. 

The Manono mine, which used to produce ten tons a 
month of enssitérite, 1s Increnrsineg its output by it 
ton a month, and will shortly attain an output of fifteen 


‘ons a month. 


The output of the Kkilo and Moto Gold Mines is ncreas- 
inc slightly, and rose from 3,573 kilograms in 1917 


to 8,605 kilograms in 1918. The development of these 
mines is, however, retarded by the difficulty of recruiting 
labour, and of obtaining material, 

Seven new mining concessions have recently been 
submitted for the approval of the Colonial Council, 
under Which the concessionnaires will be permitted to 
prospect for mines during two years in the portion of 
the Colony situated south of the fifth parallel of 
latitude, where the exclusive rights of the Société Inter- 
nationale ore stiere et Minicre expired In 1912. Each 
econcessionnaire will have the right to demarcate 500,000 
heetares in seven bloeks, In which they will have exelu- 
sive rights to prospect until 35lst December, 1924. 
Should they discover mines within these blocks they 
may obtain the right to exploit them within a maximum 
area cf LOO,000 hectares, 





PRICE MAINTENANCE. 


SE oo 


AMERICAN LEGISLATION AND EXPERIENCE. 


ce 


(From [1 .M. Consul-General.. 


PHILADELPHIA. 

In the United States there has been much agitation 
and considerable litigation in recent years on the sub- 
ject of the right of an independent manufacturer to fix 
the retail price of his goods, and to prevent the price- 
cutting which now exists on standard articles of known 
value. The Government has held the opinion that any 
stipulation on the part of a manufacturer when selling 
his goods that they shall be sold at retail at a certain 
definite price forms an agreement in restraint of trade, 
and is therefore a violation of the Sherman Act. 

LEGAL INTERPRETATIONS. 

Certain firms were indicted far such violation of this 
Act, and the following three decisions show the different 
interpretations ot the law that have been male :— 

In the Dr. Miles decision the Supreme Court, in a 
decision written by Justice Hughes, held that a system of 
agreements between a manufacturer and his jobbers and 
retailers by which the latter were obligated to sell at prices 
ixed by the manufacturer, was in violation of the Sherman 
Act. 

In the Colgate decision, in which ex-Justice Hughes was 
counsel for the Colgate Company, the Supreme Court made 
a distinction between a manufacturer making agreements 
of the kind above described and a manufacturer who, with- 
out making such agreements, simply announced in advance 
that he desired his goods sold at a fixed resale price, and 
who accepted from his dealers assurances and statements 
that they would sell at such fixed price and who also 
announced that he would refuse to sell to anyone who sold 
below such price. The latter manufacturer, ihe Supreme 
Court held in the Colgate case, did not violate the Sherman 
Act. 

A. Schrader’s Sons, Inc., manufactured and sold valves 
under an agreement which, among other things, fixed the 
resale price at which jobbers dealing with the company 
should resell these valves. About the time that the Govern- 
ment proceeded against Colgate and Company the Govern- 
ment also filed an indictment against the Schrader concern. 

The Schrader concern, like the Colgate Company, 
demurred to the Government’s indictment, but before the 
Supreme Court’s decision in the Colgate case, the Schrader 
Company’s demurrer was overruled on the strength of Dr. 
Miles’ decision. Then came the Supreme Court decision in 
the Colgate case, and after this decision in the Colgate case, 
in September, 1919, the Schrader Company came un for 
trial before Judge Westenhaver, of the United States 
District Court in the Northern District of Ohio, and before 
the trial began Judge Westenhaver stated that in view of 


BOARD OF 


TRADE JOURNAL. 


Ge» 4 
Odd) 


SPECIAL ARTICLES — continued 








the Supreme Court’s decision in the Colgate case, he would 
luke to have reargued before him the Schrader Company’s 
demurrer to the indictment. This was done, and Judge 
Westenhaver, on the strength of that decision, sustained 
ihe demurrer and decided in favour of the Schrader Com- 
pany. In the course of his decision Judge Westenhaver 
stated :— 

‘Personally, and within all due respect, permit me to 
say that I can see no real difference upon the facts between 
the Dr. Miles Medical Company case and the Colgate Com- 
In the Colgate case the predetermined purpose 
of the maker known to all the wholesalers and retailers, was 
to market a product at certain fixed prices. Every whole- 
sale or retail dealer who acquiesced therein or acted in 
furtherance of the accomplishment of that purpose made 
himself a member of a conspiracy. 

‘It matters little, it to me, whether the maker 
exacted a written agreement to resell at certain fixed prices 
hefore selling to a wholesale or retail dealer, or only sells 
to such wholesale and retail dealers who do, in facet, with 
knowledge of the intent and purpose of the maker, buy and 
continue to buy and sell at such fixed prices. Granting 
the fundamental proposition stated in the Coigate case, that 
the manufacturer has an undoubted right to specify resale 
prices and refuse to deal with anyone who fails to maintain 
the same, or, as further stated, the Act does not restrict the 
long-recognised right of a trader or manufacturer engaged 
in an entirely private business freely to exercise his own 
independent discretion as to parties with whom he will deal, 
and that he, of course, may announce in advance the circum- 
stances under which he will refuse to sell, it seems to me 
that it is a distinction without a difference to say that he 
may do so by the subterfuges and devices set forth in the 
opinion and not violate the Sherman Anti-Trust Act, vet 
it he had done the same thing in the form of a written 
agreement, adequate only to effectuate the same purpose, 
he would be guilty of a violation of the law.” 

It is understoed that Solicitor-General King, of the 
Department of Justice, will argue the Government's case 
against the Schrader Company in the Supreme Court. 
It will be interestine to watch the outcome of this litiga- 
tion. From the point of view of such manufacturers as 
Coleates the matter is one of supreme importance 


pany case, 


seems 


OvESTION OF FREE CoMPETITION. 

lt mav be doubted whether it is in the interest of fair 
trade that the Government should win. The legislation 
coverning the question of price maintenance was origin- 
ally aimed at mon polies, and in so far as it affects 
monopolies its eeconomie justification is not disputed 
But where there is free competition there is much to 
be said in favour of a firm being absolutelv tree to 
stipulate the retail price at which its socds may be 
placed on the market. Where no such stipulation is 
permitted, goods of standard quality and known value 
ave frequently advertised by price-cutting firms at 
oreatly reduced prices. This is done by large depart- 
nent stores in order to attract people to the store. The 
price is frequently fixed below actual cost, and, of course, 
the better known the product and the normal price the 
more likely it is to be seized upon as a suitable article 
for the price cutter. Such practices make it anpront- 
able for other retailers to handle the standard goods in 
question, and may easily, if persisted in, result in driving 
a firm out of business. 

Prick-CuTtinG FoR MonopoLty Purposes. 

It is strange that while the Sherman Act was aimst 
against monopolies, the Government is in these price 
maintenance cases to be found on the side of the ** price 
cutter,’ and one of the prime motives of the price cutter 
is to eliminate competition. In the oil industry the 
stronger companies frequently cut their prices in com- 
petitive localities until they had successfully ‘‘ killed *’ 
their competitors, whereupon prices were immediately 
raised to a monopoly level. 

Again, when it is considered how great the benefits 
are that have been brought to the consumer by nation- 
ally marketed trade-marked products selling #very- 
where in uniform quality at uniform prices, it is not 
easy to agree with the attitude of the Government. 
Free competition tends to keep the values of com- 
modities at a fair economic level; the standard price 
for standard goods of known quality does much to pro- 
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tect the consumer from imposition. On the other hand 
the retailer who cuts the price of trade-marked pro- 
ducts in an effort to attract people to his store is a very 
doubtful friend of the consumer. ‘The widely adver- 
tised ‘‘ bargain ’’’ of a department store, when thi 
bargain is a trade-marked product of standard value, is 
calculated to deceive the public. It is offered at a loss 
at a price which’the public immediately recognise as 
being lower than that charged elsewhere, and the infer- 
ence intended is that all other commodities in the store 
are similarly priced. In actual fact, of course, the 
prices on other commodities must be increased to cover 
‘the losses cn the ‘‘ cut ’”’ goods. 

This question has been exhaustively argued before the 
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce of the 
House of Representatives, and its investigations have 
been printed in official reports, which are cbtainable at 
the Government Printing Office, Washington. 


[Nore.—This question was discussed in a previous article 
on p. 266 of the ‘Journal’ of 28th August, 1919.] 


Notes on Trade. 


[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating fo Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the “Journal,” it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the tert of the documents them- 


selves. | 


H.M. COMMERCIAL COUNSELLOR FOR JAPAN’S 
TOUR IN THE UNITED KINGDOM. 
The second half of Mr. Crowe's official tour in this 
country has been arranged for the under-mentioned 
industrial centres on the following dates :— 














Sheffield. March 8th—13th. 
Leeds. March 15th—17th. 
Bradford | Mareh 18th—22nd_. 
Nottinghain. April 12th-—13th. 
Derby. April L4th. 
Leicester. April 15th-—17th. 
Glasgow April 27th-—29th. 


Newcastle. April 30th——-May 3rd. 

Firms desiring to interview Mr. Crowe should apply 
to the Secretary of their Chamber of Commerce or to 
the local Secretary of the Federation of British Indus- 
tries, who will make the necessary arrangements as to 
date and time. 

Mr. Crowe will be in London from 23rd March to 
{ith April, and firms who desire to discuss with him 
matters relating to trade with Japan should apply to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





H.M. SENIOR TRADE COMMISSIONERYJIN 
CANADA. 

The office of H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in 
Canada has recently been removed, and British firms 
interested should now note that communications should 
be addressed to H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner, 
Ottawa Building, 248, St. James’ Street, Montreal. 

CERESINE WAX FROM POLAND. 

The Polish Consul-General in London announces 
that the Polish Government is willing to export a large 
quantity of Ceresine Wax from Poland, and the necessary 
export licences will be granted upon application to the 
Export and Import Committee, Flektoralna 2, Warsaw. 








ADVERTISING IN SWITZERLAND. 

A specimen copy of the “‘ English Herald Abroad,’’ 
which is under the direction of an Englishman and is 
published at Montreux, may be consulted at the Enquiry 
Room of the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, S.W.1. This weekly publication is now 
to be a general newspaper. giving articles in English 
and French for visitors to Switzerland. It will cover 
social, artistic, theatrical, commercial and general news 
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of interest to both visitors and the Swiss themselves. 
It will circulate widely in Switzerland, France and 
Italy—particularly in the leading hotels—and Pritish 
firms may wish to consider its possibilities as an adver- 
tising medium for their goods. 
JAPANESE GOODS IN SWITZERLAND. 

Such articles as pearl buttons, combs, brushes, ctc., 
previously obtained by Switzerland from Germany, are 
now being imported trom Japan. One firm alone im. 
ports Japanese pearl buttons to the value of about 
4,000,000 frances. The shipments are usually directed 
via Marseilles and lately via Antwerp. ‘The banking 
arrangements are made through the Yokohama Specie 
Pank, or the Hongkong Banking Corporation of Lyons, 

A well-known Swiss trader desires therefore to cal] 
the attention of British manufacturers of pearl buttons, 
combs, brushes, etc., to the substantial market which 
is open to their goods in Switzerland. 








NEW SYSTEM OF WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY. 

According to the ‘*‘ Vaderland,’’ a new systein of 
wireless aerials has been experimented with at Sche. 
veningen, which is the invention of a Dutchman of the 
name of Vlug. In fact, the word * aerial ’’ is no longer 
applicable, as the wires for a length of from 100 to 
150 metres are lightly buried in the ground. They are 
said to be highly sensitive, with the result that two 


wires are sutticient for direct communication with 
Bandoeng (Dutch East Indies), the receiver being 


placed between the two, which contains certain im- 
provements of Mr. Vlug’s invention. 

Comparison has been made between this wiring and 
the large antennas at Scheveningen, by which it was 
proved that signals were louder on being received 
through ordinary aerials, but that not a letter was dis. 
tinguishable owing to the disturbances. These had not 
entirely disappeared when employing the Vlug system, 
but had gained greatly in distinctness, so that not a 
letter was missed. One lamp was used as a detector and 
another as a low frequency amplifier. 

The report goes on to say that the period of the year 
is especially suited to receive the Bandoeng messages, 
and also that, although great difficulties are experienced 
owing to disturbances caused by the large Eurépean 
stations, the Telephunken station at Sambeek contains 
an improver by which Bandoeng will always be easily 
detected, but it remains open to question whether It 
will be practicable for ordinary operators. On the other 
hand, an instrument constructed by Dr. Koomans, an 
engineer attached to the Telegraph Service, does not 
present such difficulties. | 








CAMPHOR SUBSTITUTE FOR FILM 
. MANUFACTURE. 

American manufacturers of motion. picture films are 
considerably interested in the results of experiments 
conducted by the Celluloid Company of New York, 
which claims to have perfected a synthetic substitute 
to take the place of camphor in the manufacture of 
motion picture films. The substitute, it is stated, wil 
climinate much of the inflammable nature of the film. 
_ It is believed that the manufacture of this material 
i commercial quantities will eventually make 
American producers independent of the Japanese 
camphor monopoly, which has cut its allotment to the 
United States for the year 1920. 








CAPITAL OF PETROLEUM COMPANIES IN 
ROUMANIA. 

Particulars have been received from H.M. Com- 
mercial Secretary at Bucharest of the origin of the 
capital of a large number of petroleum companiss 10 
terested in Roumania, together with particulars of thei 
present capital situation, ete. This information all 
other recent information on the Roumanian Oilfields wil 
be available to British petroleum firms upon application 
to H.M Petroleum Department, 5, Carlos Place, 
London, W. 1. 
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Exhibitions and Fairs. 


BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIRS. 

In the House of Commons on Monday, in reply to 
, question, Sir Hamar Greenwood, Secretary to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, said :— 

The British Industries Fairs recently held in London, 
Glasgow, and Birmingham have enjoyed a full measure ot 
success. No detailed estimate can yet be framed of the 
total of the business done, but when the figures are available 
they will be published. . 

The Department of Overseas Trade proposes to continue 
its policy of organising such fairs for the promotion ol 
British trade, and especially the export trade. The Depart- 
ment also has in hand the organisation of touring exhibi- 
sions of British manufacturers, which will visit the British 
Dominions and other parts of the world. One great feature 
of these fairs and exhibitions is the fact that they are self- 
supporting and, therefore, no charge falls upon the State. 





FINNISH INDUSTRIES FAIR. 


The Finnish Industries Fair is to be held in Hels- 
ingfors, as previously announced, from 27th June to 
6th July. A comprehensive list enumerating the raw 
products and manufactured articles of which the Finnish 
markets and industries are in special need, is available 
for inspection at all Finnish Legations and Consulates, 
and at the office of the Fair. 

The Finnish Consul-General in London announces 
that applications should be made to the Finska 
Messan, Helsingfors, which is the postal and_ tele- 
eyanhic address of the Fair, and not Forhinbdet for 
Inhemkst Arbite, as previously stated. 

Exhibitors are reminded that all goods intende«l for 
the Exhibition should be addressed to the South Har- 
bour, Helsingfors, whence they will be conveyed at the 
risk and expense of the owners to the Exhibition ground. 

Travellers intending to book accommodation in Hels- 
ingfors with the Housing Committee of the Fair, 2, 
Rangatan, Helsingfors, should do so before April. 





CYCLE AND MOTOR CYCLE SHOW 
AT BRUSSELS. 

The predominance of British material was the most 
striking feature of this exhibition, states H.M. Com- 
mercial Secretary at Brussels. 

In addition to about 60 per cent. of the floor space 
being occupied by actual British exhibits, this country 
was represented further through the so-called foreign 
machines being largely built up of British fittings. 
Examples of the latter were the ‘‘ Sarolea ’’ and 
“ Gillet ’’ machines, both of which reflect credit on 
British as well as Belgian workmanship. 

Notice was attracted by the ‘‘ B.S.,’’ a machine of 
Belgian construction almost throughout. The most 
striking feature of this machine was the engine. which 
is set transversely in the frame instead of longitiidin- 
ally. The engine and three-speed gear-box form a single 
unit, bevel gears and a chain transmitting the power to 
the rear wheel. The engine is set very far forward. 

French, Italian and American exhibits were also 
present. 

British side-car outfits are held in Belgium te be in 
every way equal to any other makes, whilst British 
solo machines, provided prices are reasonable, are the 
most sought after. 





EMPIRE TIMBER EXHIBITION, 1920. 


The Department of Overseas Trade is organising an 
Exhibition of Timbers grown within the British Empire, 
to take place at the Holland Park Skatine Rink. 
London, from 5th July to 17th July, 1920. 

The main obiect of the Exhibition is to bring promin- 
ently before: architects, inspectors, firms who have to 
specify timbers in their contracts, as well as the users 
and consumers of timbers, the ful) range of Imperial 
grown timbers, and especially those timbers which up 
to the present are only very slightly, if at all, known in 
this country. At the same time the Exhibition will 
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demonstrate the chief uses tor which such timbers are 
suitable. | 

The classification embraces— 

(a) Specimens of timber ; 

(b) Exhibits demonstrating the various uses to which 
timbers are put, viz., floors, panelling, staircases, 
furniture, ply wood, and articles of everyday use; 

(c) Wood pulp. 

A Committee has been formed to arrange all details 
connected with the Exhibition, and includes represen- 
tatives of— 

Colonial Office, | 

Crown Agents tor the Colonies, 

Government of India, 

Self-Governing Dominions, 

Forestry Commission, 

British Societies interested in the production and 

utilisation of timber. 


THE GOTHENBURG EXHIBITION, 1923. 

It has now been decided to have an Industrial and 
Export Section at the Gothenburg Exhibition, which 
will be held from May to October, 1923. Representa- 
tives of the Genera! Export Association and of the In- 
dustrial Association have therefore been appointed on 
the Board of Administration. This Exhibition is ex- 
pected to be the largest that has been held in Scandi- 
navia. 

With regard to the decision of the committee ap- 
pointed by the Chambers of Commerce to hold only one 
lair in Sweden, it is understood that great discontent 
has been caused in Malmé by this decision, and steps 
are being taken there to investigate the possiblity of 
holding another fair. 








BARCELONA FAIR POSTPONED. 
The Board of Trade is informed that the Barcelona 
Samples Fair has had to be postponed owing to the 
recent strikes and lock-outs. The new dates are given 


as 24th to 31st October. 





FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


Motor Boat AND MARINE AND STATIONARY Engines ExHIBition— 
March 12th-20th, at Olympia. Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, S.W.1. 

LONDON Farr AND MarKketT— 

March 16th-26th, at Royal Agricultural Hall. _Inter- 
— Trade Exhibitions, Lid., Broad Street House. 





BuILDING TRADES ExHtsiT1qn— 
April 1st-30th, at Olympia. 

DRAPERY EXHIBITION— 

April 12th-23rd, at Royal Agricultural Hall, Internationa) 
aa Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victoria Street. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC FArR— 

April 16th-24th, at Horticultural Hall, Westminster. 
— Secretary, Sicilian House, Southampton Row. 
.C.1. 

Bustness ExHIBITION— 

May 4th-15th, Royal Agricultural Hall. Address : 36-38 
Whitefriars Street, E.C.4. 

CANADIAN Propucts ExHIBITION— 

June 3rd-17th, at Agricultural Hall, Islington. Addresr 
to 43, Essex Street, Strand, W.C.2. 

AERO EXHIBITION— 

rae 1st-24th, at Olympia. Address to 83, Pall Mail 
.W.1. 

EmPIrRE TIMBER EXHIBITION— 
July 5th-17th. at Holland Park Skating Rink. Organised 
by Board of Trade. 

CLoTHING, Erc., ExHre1T1on— 

July 5th-16th, at Roval Agricultural Hall, Internatione? 
Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street House, Old Broad 
Street, E.C.2. 

INTERNATIONAL AFRO EXHTBITION— 

July 9th-20th, 1920, at Olympia, organised by a joint 
Committee of the Soctetv of British Aircraft Con- 
structors, Ltd., and the Societv of Motor Manufac- 
turers and Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, S.W. 

HeattH ExHisttron— 

Julv 19th-August 5th. at Binglev Hall. Birmingham 
Organised by Roval Sanitary Institute. 90. Buckingharir 
Palace Road, S.W.1. Entries by June 26th. 
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BAKERS’, CONFECTIONERS’, AND ALLIED TRADERS’ EXHIBITION— 
September 4th-10th, at Royal Agricultural Hall. Trades, 
Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.4. 

THE MACHINE Too, AND ENGINEERING EXHIBITION— 

September 4th-25th, at Olympia. ‘The Machine Tool 
Trade Association, Incorporated. Applications by July 
Slst to Secretary, Queen Anne’s Chambers, ‘Tothill 
Street, Westminster, S.W1. 

GROCERS’, Provision Deaters’ & ALLIED TRADERS’ EXHIBITION— 
September 18th-24th, at Royal Agricultural Hall. ‘Trades, 
Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.4. 

[INTERNATIONAL CoMMERCIAL Motor VEHICLE EXHIBITION— 
October, 1920, at Olympia, organised by the Society of 
Motor Manufacturers and Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, 
London, S.W. 

INTERNATIONAL MoTror EXHIBITION— 

November, 1¢20, at Olympia, organised by the Society of 
Motor Manufacturers and Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, 
London, S.W. 

THE CycreE axnp Moror-CycLtE SHOoW— 

November-December, 1920, at Olympia, organised by the 
Cycle and Motor-Cycle Manufacturers and Traders’ 
Union, Ltd., The Towers, Coventry. 


OVERSEAS. 

Lucerne Tutrp INTERNATIONAL Fur bamir— 
March 23rd-27th. 

Paris-INDuSTRIAL ART SALON— 
March to July. Provisional Office: 1, Rue de Heider, 
Paris (9e). 

Tox1o Overseas Expansion EXHIBITION— 
March 15th to June 7th. 

Mian Farr— . 
Allied and Neutral, Industrial and Agricultural Fair, 
April 12th. Sixty stands reserved for British Exhibt- 
tors. Agents for British Empire, British Italian Cor- 
poration, Ltd., 12, Nicholas Lane, E.C.4. 

BRUSSELS COMMERCIAL FAR — 
April 4th-2lst. Open to allied and neutral countries. 
Applications by February 28th, to Comité Directeur de la 
Foire Commerciale, Grand Place, Brussels. (See ‘‘Board 
of Trade Journal,’ December 11th, 1919.) 

Baste SamMpie Farr— 

April 15th-29th, at. Basle. 

NoRWEGIAN INDUSTRIES FAIR— 
Christiania, Spring. 

Brestav EXHIBITION— 

April 26th-May Ist. Apply to Breslauer 
Gesselschaft, Breslau, Ohlauer Strasse 87. 

BANDOENG FarR— 
May, 1920. 
18th, 1919.) 

VENICE ART EXHi1BITION— 

Twelfth Exhibition of International Art, April 15th to 
October 31st by municipality at the Exhibition Palace. 
Exhibits to be received by March 10th. Address :— 
Ufficio di Segretaria dell Espozione (Municipio), Venice. 
BARCELONA INTERNATIONAL FarR— 
October 24th-dlst. Applications to La Direccion Genera] 
de la Feria de Barcelona, Fernando 30 Barcelona. 
A'so an International Business Orgamsation Exhibition 
(office furniture, appliances, etc.) at Palaccio de Bellas 
Artes. Barcelona. 
LILLE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION— 
May-October. Organised by Corporation. 
Papua Sample Farr— 
June, 1920. Applications to :—la Camera di Commercio 
di Padova. 

BorpeAvux Trane Farr— 
Fourth Annual Fair, June 5th-20th. 

SUNDSVALL Farr 
June 21st-27th. 

Hertstncrors TrRape Farr— 

June 27th-Julv 6th. Apply to the ‘“‘tinska Messan,”’ 
Helsingfors. (See “Board of Trade Journal.” January 
29th.) 

OsTERSUND EXHIBITION— 

July 2nd. (See “Board of Trade Journal,’”’ February 5th.) 

Swiss Watcn AND JEWELLERY Farr—- 
July 11th-25th, at Geneva. A National Fair. 
LAUSANNE. ALIMENTARY AND AGRICULTURE— 

September 11th-26th. 1920. 

ANTWERP CoLONTAL EXHIBITION— 

To be run in conjunction with the Olympic Games: 

CopENHAGEN AUTOMOBILE EXHIBITION— 

Early this year. Organised by the 
Automobile Merchants of Denmark. 
Trade Journal,”’ January 8th.) 

SHANGHAI— 
Exhibition of 
the vear. 

SuMMER Farrs— 

Are anticipated at Malmo (Sweden), Antwerp, Quebec, 
and Liban. 


For Swiss goods only. 


Messe- 


(See ‘“‘ Board of Trade Journal,’’ December 





GENEVA. 


Association of 
(See ** Board of 


American and Chinese products late in 
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BRITISH INDIA. 





IMPORTS AND EXPORTS IN 1919. 

Tie trade returns for the calendar year 1919, published 
Jopartmeni of Siatistics. india, show that the 1m- 
ports during LO19 amounted to £123,563,000, an increase of 
115,259,000, and CX ports (including re-exXports ) to 
£204,303.000, an increase of £33,971.000. as compared with 
i918. The principal increases in the year’s exports were 
raw materials, £41,787,000, due to larger shipments of ray 
cotton, raw Jute, seeds, and hides and skins (raw), and 
articles wholly or mainiv manufactured, £9,096,000. On 
the other hand, ihe exports of food, drink and_ tobaceo 

£21.669,000, owing to smaller shipments of 
food grains. Thre principal increases in imports were food. 
drink, and tobacco, £6,256,000, due mainly to larger imports 
of wheat and sugar, raw materials, £4,047,000, mainly in 
cerosene oil, and articles wholly or mainly manufactured. 
£9.476,000, owing to larger receipts of iron or — steel. 
machinery, and motor cars and motor cycles. During the 
pre-war vear 1913 Imports amounted to €£120.100.000. and 


exports (including re-exports) to £163,797 000. 


OV the 


, ’ 
decreased by 


—— 
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PRODUCTION OF TEA. 

The Report on the Production of Tea in India in 1918 
the Department of Statistics (India), 
states that the total area ander tea in that year was 
678,000 acres, or 2 per cent. greater than that in i9li, 
The area abandoned in the year was 4,000 acres, while the 
new extensions (including replanting in areas abandoned in 

15,500 acres. Thus the net 
increase during the vear was 11,500 acres. The figures are 
for the most part those reported by planters. In the case 
ot those plantations for which figures are not so reported 
estimates were prepared by local officers. Special efforts 
were, however, made to procure returns direct from non- 
reporting gardens, and these efforts were successful except 
in Southern India. Estimates had to be made in respect 
of 21 gardens out of a total of 329 in Southern India, but 
only two gardens out of 305 in Bengal. Including the 
estimated area, the total area under tea in 1918 was shared 
among the different provinces as follows :— 

Increase 
compared 


recently issued Dy 


previous years) amounted to 


Avea. with 1917. . 

Acres. Per cent. 
ee 105 G00 4 1S 
Bengal —..........056 169,100 +0°8 
Southern India 83.000 44°5 
Northern India 15,500 4.0°6 


Bihar and Orissa... 2 200 — 
Burma — ...ccecceeceeeee ? SOV —_ 
Of the total area of 678,500 acres, for which either 


returns or complete estimates were received, 625,800 acres 
were reported to have been plucked during the year, as 


against 614,600 acres in 1917. 
Propuction oF Tea (BLACK AND GREEN). 


The total production of both black and green teas I 
1918 is reported to have been 380,349,000 Ib. (excluding 
Burma). District production in 1918 and 191¢ was as 
follows :— 


1917. Ib. 
945.624.0000 


1918. Tb. 


ee 253,270 .000 

EE, on atcucicateadedunes 89 9840060 9] 853,000 
Southern India ....... 33,148,000 30,060,000 
Northern India _....... 3,623 000 3,340,000 
sihar and Orissa 324,000 309,000 


eevee 


—— 


Total 380.349 000 








ArEA AND Propuction INCREASES COMPARED. 


, ° 7 sy euitl- 
lt is a noteworthy fact that, while the area under cue 
7 ade 1908-1919. 
vation increased by 27 per cent. in the decade 1908-1 


the increase in production was no less than 06 per cent. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continued. 
SOUTH AFRICA. 
TRADE AND INDUSTRIES IN 1919. 


Prosperity and progress was the keynote of South-African 

” i rotPIMD am TOT 5 aye i ; a ease. at 
trade and industries In 1919, according to a review issued 
by the Standard Bank of South Africa at the end of 
January. 

To a greater extent than hitherto local requirements have 
heen met locally, but the country is still largely dependent 
on overseas suppiles and markets and, as in other parts of 

» ‘ Re ; , : . . . 
prices have advanced rapidly, causing consider- 
a tendency to labour 








the world, 
able hardship and bringing about 
unrest. 

The world demand for raw material is urgent and _ in- 
sistent, and South Africa, as a producer of such has creatly 
benefited by the appreciation in values, and the recent 
years of prosperity are reflected in a financial position of 
exceptional strength. For a portion of the capital accunu- 
lations of recent vears an outlet has been found in the 
purchase of South African securities in London, but doubt- 
less in time new enterprises will be springing up whose 
needs will have to he satisfied locally, offering opportunities 
for investment. 

AGRICULTURE. 

Highly remunerative prices have ruled for all classes of 
produce, and these to a large extent, if not wholly, have 
counterbalanced the losses suffered by the farmer. The 
prices of maize and other cereals have advanced to exceed- 
ingly high levels, partly owing to speculation. 


MatIze. 

The Union maize crop is. officially estimated to yield 
11;561,000 bags compared with 12,640,000 bags returned for 
the previous season. Normal local requirements are placed 
at 9,500,000 bags, leaving an apparent surplus of 2,000,000 
hags, but owing to drought the local demand may be heavy 
enough to absorb the remainder of the crop. An increase 
of 70 per cent. in the price is recorded in recent months. 


WHEAT. 

The crop of wheat in the Union is estimated at 1,950,000 
bags, a decline of 790,000 bags on the previous year and 
falling short of local requirements by 1,700,000 bags. Prices 
have advanced since September by about 30 per cent., and 


now exceed pre-war figures by 105 per cent. Both Aus- 
tralian and Plate wheat can be landed at less than the 


present price of about 52s., and with the object of relieving 
the position Government have announced their intention 
of emploving their own vessels for importing wheat if freight 
dificulties cannot be overcome otherwise. 


OATs. 
The oat crop within the Umton is below normal by more 
than 20 per cent. (grain) and 30 per cent. (hay). As much 
. as 7 . . 
as 24s. per bag is being paid, representing an increase of 
230 per cent. on prices in 1914, and oat hay has advanced 
during the same period by 300 per cent. 
~ I i 


Live Stock. 

The demand for pedigree stock has been very firm 
throughout the vear, but for medium stock the call has 
weakened owing to the high cost of cattle foods. For- 
tunately there have been no serious outbreaks of contagious 
diseases, and it is reported that special efforts are to be 
made, now that war is concluded, to strengthen the 
depleted staff of the Government Veterinary Department. 
This department has done good work in the ‘past, and the 
necessity for scientific investigation is being increasingly 
recognised by the farmer. 

MEAT. 

The future of the meat industry is viewed with confidence, 
as the large European demand is likely to become greater 
and cold storage accommodation is being extended. Bazon 
of first quality is now produced and new factories are being 
established. 

Dairy farming, which in recent years has shown remark- 
able progress, has suffered a set-back owing to drought, and 
lor some months past there has been an acute shortage of 
butter, necessitating an embargo on export. 


Woor anp Monatr. 

In consequence largely of the determination of Japanese 
buyers to secure the best grades of wool, fresh price records 
have been almost of weekly occurrence, and as much as 
853d. per Ib. has been paid for grease wool. Towards tho 
close of the year prices fell by about 25 per cent. for super 
qualities, and 10 per cent. for short varieties, Japanese 
requirements having been satisfied for the time being. The 
British Government are disposing of 4,520,009 bales, and it 
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appears that their intention between now and next 
December is to continue saies at the rate of about 225,000 
bales per month. | 

The large stocks of Turkish mohair available have caused 
a quiet market in that commodity, but prices are firm at 
the higher level established towards the close of 1918. The 
drought has seriously depieted fiocks, and supplies are likely 
to be less than hitherto for some time. A number of Angora 
goats have been purchased for South-West Africa Protec- 
torate, where the industry is increasing. 

Fruit AND WINE. 

The fruit industry, which has developed remarkably in 
recent years, continues to show expansion, and the demand 
for this country’s dried fruits on the European market is 
practically unlimited. Overseas trade in fresh fruits has 
been hampered by want of freight, but further development 
may be expected when the position eases. Recent consign- 
ments have reached the market in good condition and 
realised well. 

The wine farmer is enjoying extraordinary prosperity. 
Since the stabilisation of the industry all classes of wine 
and brandy have steadily appreciated in value, and the 
large increase in prices will no doubt greatly stimulate 
production. Wine was at one time the most valuable of 
South African exports, and an exceptional opportunity is 
now afforded tor re-establishing an overseas connection. 

SUGAR. 

The sugar crop this season is estimated at 180,000 tons, 
an increase of 71 per cent. in two years. This important 
industry is flourishing and further development is con- 
fidently anticipated, particularly in the manufacture of 
hy-products. The Mozambique output for 1919 is expected 
to amount to 32,000 tons. 


ToBacco. 

An impetus has been given to the tobacco industry in the 
Union, Rhodesia and Nyasaland, by the preference accorded 
in the United Kingdom. All reports indicate a largely 
increased acreage under this crop. 

WattLe Bark. 

The demand for wattle bark is strong. 

are firm and prices are advancing. 
CoTTON. 

The cotton industry in Uganda and the East Africa 
Protectorate, despite Jabour shortage, continues to make 
very satisfactory progress. In recent months the product 
has become an important factor on the London market. 
Weather conditions generally have been favourable to farm- 
ing in these Protectorates, but at the present rate of 
Exchange the export of this product barely affords a margin 
of profit and development is likely to be discouraged. 

A particularly heavy cotton crop is expected in Uganda, 
and some planting is going on in ex-German territory. 
Nyasaland production has fallen off to some extent, but in 
the Union, under the stimulus of the higher prices ruling, 
the crop, which is reported to be of very good quality, 1s 
likely to largely exceed that of last year 


Overseas markets 


MINING 


Turning to the mining activities of the country, the 
review states that the gold-mining industry has found a 
considerable measure of relief in the re-establishment of + 
free market for the metal, but for which a number of the 
low-grade mines would have had to close down. 

Working costs continue to rise and now exceed the pre- 
war figure by about 6s. 6d. per ton. It 1s estimated that 
these higher working costs involve an additional expendi- 
ture of over £6,000,000 per annum, and they are likely 
to be added to considerably by the provisions of the Miners’ 
Phthisis Act, the additional charge entailed during the 
first five years of the operation of this Act being estimated 
to exceed £5,000,000. 

LABOUR. 

One of the, greatest difficulties confronting the industry 1s 
the supply of native labour. At present the mines have 
only about 66 per cent. of their full complement of natives, 
and very little permanent improvement can be looked for 
unless the importation of native workers from outside the 
Union is permitted. The Low-Grade Mines Commission 
recommend the employment of natives from north of lati- 
tude 22 degrees south. This has been prohibited owing to 
the excessive mortality which occurred when these natives 
were tried on the mines, but since then Dr. Lister’s vaccine 
has been introduced with marked success in the prevention 
of pneumonia. 

Matters of dispute betw 
white employees continue to be de 
Reference. Demands for shorter hours 


een the companies and their 
alt with by Boards of 
and higher wages 
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are being made, but it is thought that the majority of 

workers are not disposed to force a position which would 

necessitate the closing down of mines and unemployment. 
THe Gotp PREMIUM. 

The mines are benefiting greatly from the premium on 
gold. The price is now 114s. 6d. per fine ounce, and while 
the factors influencing the value of the metal are too many 
and complex to permit of a forecast, it is anticipated that 
the demand will be such as to maintain the price at a 
figure in excess of standard value for some time to come. 

DIAMONDS. 

An extraordinary demand for diamonds continues and 
-tones sold before the war at £20 per carat are now realising 
as much as £120 per carat. Under the egis of the Anglo- 
American Corporation a number of companies operating in 
South-West Africa have been bought out by a limited 
liability company with a capital of £3,500,000. Great 
activity exists on the alluvial diggings. Considerable 
development in the mines in the Kassai basin of the Belgian 
Congo is reported, and the output for 1920 is expected to 
amount to at least 240,000 carats. 

CoaL. 

in view of the coal shortage in Furope, and the low price 
and excellent quality of South African coal, the prospects ot 
important expansion in the local industry are considered 
very favourable. Latterly a severe handicap has been im- 
posed by inadequate supplies of labour and shortage of 
railway transport, but steps are being taken to make good 
these deficiencies. The recent feature of importance in the 
industry is the development which is taking place in coke- 
making and the production of by-products. 


CopPEeR 

A set-back, primarily due to war causes, has been suffered 
by the copper industry in the Union. The mines in 
Rhodesia, South-West Africa, and the Belgian Congo have 
worked throughout the year, and in these territories ex- 
pansion may be anticipated 

Tin, Asspestos, [Ron AND STEEL. 

The tin industry is benefiting by the important advance 
in price during recent months. Metallic tin of excellent 
quality is being produced. 

Asbestos mining is expected to develop considerably with 
the return of an easier freight position. 

In the past the exploitation of base and rare metals has 
not attracted much capital, but they are new receiving a 
larger measure of attention. 

The iron and steel industry continues to make good 
progress, the demand for the local preduct keeping the mills 
fully employed. 


MANUFACTURES. 

Manufacturing industries, which developed very largely 
during the war period, continue to extend their operations. 
and as a result of the experience gained in recent years and 
the introduction of up-to-date machinery are producing a 
number of lines of a quality equal to that of the imported 
article. It may be said, almost without exception, that the 
demand for goods produced is beyond the capacity of exist- 
ing plants and available labour. 

The value of the annual output of manufacturing indus- 
tries in the Union, according to the latest official statistics. 
amounts to over £62,060.000, an increase of 50 per cent. 
within the short space of two years. 


TRADE. 

Trade cannot be said to have recovered completely from 
the disorganisation caused bv the influenza epidemic of 
1918 until about the middle of the year, but since then 
lusiness has been buoyant under the stimulus of advancing 
prices. 

It is expected that imports in 1919 (excluding specie) will 
reach about £47, 00, and exports (excluding raw gold) 
nearly the same figure. In 1913 imports (excludine cnecie) 
into British South Africa amounted to nearly £44,000,000, 
and exports (excluding specie and raw gold) to £28,500,000. 
In comparing these figures, however, allowance must he 
made for the higher values now ruling. 

The average value per ton of overseas cargoes landed at 
Union ports was about £39 in 1919, as against £15 10s. in 
1913. The increase in the price of pastoral products alone 
is represented in the total of exports by a sum estimated 
at £10000,000 in the vear. 

Prior to the war about 67 ner cent. of South African 
imports were supplied by the British Emnire, of which 55 
ner cent. represented the share of the United Kinedom. 
The latest fionres chow that Sonth Africa imports from the 
British Fmnire 69-9 ner cent. of the total merchandise im- 
ported, 61°8 being exported by the United Kingdom. The 
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rise in the American exchange rate has afforded Great 
Britain an exceptional opportunity for 
position in the South African markets. The unsatisfactory 
supplies of certain Japanese exporters have had the effect 
of placing the goods of that country somewhat out of favour. 

At the beginning of the year a number of lines, chiefly 
sott goods, were held heavily, but the spending capacity of 
the community was fully maintained, as the result of which 
not only were stocks reduced, but some lines became 
actually short. Goods are coming forward very slowly, over- 
seas manufacturers being flooded with orders, and labour 
troubles and freight shortage adding considerably to the 
delay in the shipments of indents. 


BRITISH WEST INDIES. 





TRADE CONDITIONS AND PROSPECTS. 
(From I1.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
PorRT OF Spain. 

In the absence of statistics for most of the Colonies, which 
cannot be available for some time, it is difficult to do more 
than attempt to give a general outline of conditions pre. 
vailing during the past year. 

Again, in dealing with a collection of island and con. 
tinental Colonies as far apart in some instances as fifteen 
hundred miles, with little means of intercommunication, and 
depending on different markets, and with a diversity of 
interests, it Is almost impossible to give in a general report 
a true perspective of conditions as applying to the whole, 


TRADE AND THE EXCHANGES. 


Perhaps the most noteworthy event of this period is the 
depreciation of the pound sterling and the relative crease 
in the value of the American dollar, which has had the 
effect of retarding the import trade to a very great extent 
in these islands, and has led to an increase in the prices of 
foodstuffs for which these islands are mainly dependent on 
the United States of America and Canada. 

At the beginning of November, 1919, the average depre- 
ciation of the pound sterling as compared with United 
States currency was in the neighbourhood of 15 per cent. 
The fall in exchange during the preceding six months 
accounted for roughly 12 per cent. of this depreciation. 

The value of the pound sterling during this period for 
bills drawn on the United Kingdom kept fairly steady at 
464-70 per £, a discount of about 3 per cent. 

Dratts on Canada at that time were at a premium of 4 
per cent. to 9 per cent., the lower rate as compared with 
the United States being due to the amount of American 
funds in Canada. 

The general effect of these conditions was to exercise a 
restraining influence on imports from America and to en- 
courage the importation of United Kingdom goods, whereas 
the tendency was, or should have been, just the reverse with 
regard to exports from these Colonies. The preference, bow- 
ever, accorded to the Colonies by the United Kingdom has 
had the effect of directing most of the produce of these 
islands to the United Kingdom, Again, imports from the 
United Kingdom would have been much larver under the 
conditions had it been possible for local importers to obtain 
supplies therefrom. As matters were, most ef the local 
houses decided to wait for a favourable change in the rates 
of exchange, and so did as little buving as possible. Since 
then, however, thev had to purchase supplies from the 
United States, as they were unable to obtain deliveries from 
Great Britain, even though the rate of exchange on New 
York had soared higher in the meanwhile. 

GENERAL Prosperity. 

lt may be safely said that the planters of these Colonies 
since the signing of the Armistice have been experiencing 4 
tide of prosperity little known to most of them for very 
many years. This has been due to the great rise in the 
ralue of the staple products—sugar, rum, refined molasses 
(from Barbados and St. Vincent), cocoa, coconuts, lime 
juice, cotton, bananas, coffee, sponges, ete. Much hardship 
was experienced by the labouring classes during this period 
as wages in many branches of industrv remained stationary. 
though the prices of imported foodstuffs. on which all classes 
in most of these Colonies are dependent, had risen about 
100 per cent. 

Arising from the scarcity of tonnage, consequent on which 
prices of imported feodstuffs rese considerably. efforts were 
made in several of the Colonies to produce pre 
visions to take the place of the imported articles which 
were almost bevond the reavh of the poorer classes, and the 
og achieved has led to increased production along thes? 
ines. 
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The only Colony on which it may be said that the influence 
of the war had an adverse effect is the Island of Bermuda. 
This Colony depended previous to the war more on the 
value of its tourist trade rather than on its agricultural or 
industrial resources. With the outbreak of war and its 
attendant deflecting of ships 1o war uses, the tourist trade 
came to a sudden stop and led to the closing of most of the 
hotels on the island, and as well, to a very great falling off 
in the sales of the large stores which were in the habit of 
stocking the better classes of merchandise for the tourists. 
fhe island, however, was able to ‘‘carry on’’ because of 
the increased activity in the naval dockyard. A large 
number of warships, both British and Allied, visited the 
island and placed considerable sums of money in circulation. 
The Colony, on account of its geographical position, became 
a very valuable coaling port, and the number of vessels call- 
ing for coal was greatly in excess of that of any previous 
year. These factors, combined with the export of vegetables 
io the New York markets, prevented the Colony from ex- 
periencing the full effects of the loss of the tourist trade. 

From all appearances the economic prosperity enjoyed by 
the British West Indian Colonies as a whole during the 
period under review should last for some time owing to the 
rise in value of their export products, but unless the larger 
Colonies can secure a satisfactory supply of suitable labour 
their further progress will be retarded 

INDUSTRIAL CONDITIONS. 

One of the effects of the war was to put a stop to work 
in progress, and to prevent the execution of new works 
planned by the various Governments in these Colonies. 
Many of these schemes, now that the war is ended, would 
be restarted were the necessary supplies obtainable, but 
it now seems probable that the development programmes of 
many of the local Governments will have to be postponed 
for some time. 

The chief industry in these Colon:es is agriculture, and, 
as stated ahove, greatly enhanced prices were obtained for 
all the produce shipped. In Trinidad the oil industry is 
steadily increasing in importance and should prove a very 
valuable asset to the Colony. 

The sugar industry, including the distilling of rium and 
the making of molasses, etc., may be said to te the chiet 
industry on which these Colonies depend, and never before 
have conditions been so favourable for the Colonies engaged 
therein. The result has heen that several Colonies, which 
previous to the war had, turned their attention to other 
industries, have found it profitable to revert once more to 
the producing of sugar, etc. 

The principal Colonies engaged in sugar are British 
Guiana, Trinidad, Barbados, St. Kitts-Nevis, Antigua, and 
Jamaica. 

In several of these Colonies there has been increased pro- 
duction engendered by the high prices offered for all produce, 
and it can be safely said that the agricultural industry 1s 
ina very favourable position. 

The islands of Trinidad, Grenada, and St. Lucia are the 
largest producers of cocoa, and here, again, during the year 
1919, owing to the high prices prevailing and the increased 
demand, producers found themselves in a position to com- 
pensate for the leaw years just past. During the war this 
industry did not flourish as it was supposed would have 
heen the case, but, on the contrary, suffered greatly through 
the low prices ruling in the New York and London markets. 
This had the effect of restricting the normal expansjon of 
the industry, and now that the tide of prosperity has set in 
there is little increased production. It must be noted that 
whereas it takes twelve to eighteen months to produce a 
‘rop of sugar, at least seven to ten years after planting 15 
required before fair crops of cocoa can be picked. 


LABOUR. 


During the period November, 1918, and November, 1919. 
labour supply in the West Indies may be said to have been 
satisfactory in the small islands, but the larger Colonies, 
&g., Jamaica, Trinidad, and British Guiana, suffered in a 
greater or lesser degree from this cause. In Jamaica 
difficulties in the labour supply were experienced because of 
the increased exodus of labourers to work on the sugar 
plantations in Cuba, and to some extent because on the 
return of former labourers who had joined the British West 
Indies Regiment. thev were unwilling to go back to their 
former means of livelihood. 

There has been, unfortunately, considerable labour unrest 
‘ombined with racial propaganda in many of the Colonies, 
ind in Trinidad, in order to cope with this, a very important 
‘tep has been taken by the appointment of a Wages Com- 
mittee to enquire into and report upon the rates of wages 
paid to labour in the Colony, and to examine into the 
“onomic position of the various classes of workers with a 
‘ew to recommending wages suited to the present condi- 
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tions. An Ordinance has also been passed by the Legislative 
Council of Trinidad making provision for the settlement of 
differences between employers and workmen, and temporarily 
to restrict the promotion or organisation of strikes and 
lock-outs pending the submission of the report of the Wages 
Committee. The appointment of this Wages Committee is 
a piece of bold constructive policy, and its findings should 
prove of great service, not only to the worker and employer 
in particular, but to the whole Colony in general. 

Trinidad and British Guiana largely depended in the past 
tor their supplies of labour on East Indian immigration. 
Since the stoppage of this by the Indian Government these 
Colonies have been experiencing difficulties in their labour 
supplies and are now endeavouring to remedy the con- 
sequent shortage. This shortage of labour was much more 
serious in British Guiana, with the result that a deputation 
was despatched to the United Kingdom to wait on Viscount 
Milner, and then proceed to India to place their views before 
the Indian Government, and if possible to devise a scheme 
whereby East Indians might be encouraged to settle in that 
Colony. 

CoMMERCIAL CONDITIONS. 


The commercial houses in the British West Indies. 
almost without exception, earned large profits during the 
year under review. Many people assert that greater profits 
have been made than were justifiable, and many of the 
Local Governments have had to take action in this matter 
bv regulating the price of imported foodstuffs, both whole- 
‘ale and retail. In Trinidad an Ordinance has been passcd 
to prevent profiteering. 

With regard to imports of merchandise from the United 
Kingdom the position may be summed up as follows: — 
?rices for the majority of articles imported previous to the 
war were relatively higher than in America, deliveries more 
uncertain, and means of communication less frequent ani 
dependable. The result was to force the local importers 
to the United States for their supplies. and, but for the 
intavourable state of American exchange, very little would 
nave been ordered from the United Kingdom. 

Of late, matters have improved in favour of the United 
iiingdom, and on anything like equal terms it 1s believed 
that these Colonies will be only too ready to purchase 
United Kingdom goods in preference to those from the 
inited States. There is at present great difficulty in 
obtaining supplies of merchandise from the United King- 
dom, and this state of affairs is all the more regrettable 
because there is at the moment a keen demand for Britis}: 
goods, and on occasions local manufacturers’ agents show- 
ing American samples have been requested to obtain counter 
samples and quotations instead from the United Kingdom. 

During 1919 articles of apparel, boots and shoes, cement. 
cotton piece-goods and manufactures, hosiery, haberdashery. 
certain articles of hardware, hats and bonnets, machinery. 
metais. paper and stationery, and paints and varnishes, 
which comprise the chief articles imported from the United 
Kingdom, were obtainable from America at prices that could 
not be equalled in the United Kingdom. Even in articles, 


e.g., agricultural implements, cordage and twines, glass 
and glassware, woollen goods, etc., which were usually 


obtained almost exclusively from Great Britain, there was 
eompetition experienced from the United States. 

Again, in cases where the above articles were quoted at 
a price comparing favourably with that in the United States, 
the British manufacturer could not guarantee deliveries 
within any reasonable time, with the result that orders in 
several instances had to be withdrawn and placed with 
American manufacturers. 


SHIPPING. 


With regard to shipping, these Colonies, throughout the 
war, and even at the present time. have more regular 
steamship communication with the United States than with 
the United Kingdom 

There was during 1919 a regular fortnightly service 
between the United States and Trinidad, maintained by 
the Trinidad Shipping and Trading-Company, Limited, bv 
moans of three passenger and cargo ships. These ships cal! 
at St. George’s, Grenada, Port of Spain, Trinidad, and 
Georgetown, British Guiana, »nd return by the same route. 
In addition, the Roval Mail Steam Packet Company run a 
fortnightly service between Canada and these islands and 
British Guiana. 

The passenger accommodation between the West Indies. 
British Guiana, and the United Kinedom, is at present 
inadequate, but no fault can be found with the number of 
cargo ships at present calling at these ports. 

While on this subject it may be mentioned that it was the 
habit of the cargo shins calling at West Indian ports from 
the United Kingdom before the war, of filling up any snare 
accommodation with coal, but as this cannot now be obtained 
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steamers frequently perform the outward passage from the 
United Kingdom practically empty, and to make up for this 
loss in freight shipowners are reimbursing themselves by 
additional freight rates on homeward cargo. The freight on 
sugar from British Guiana to Great Britain is now £6 per 
If these high 
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Of the cacao, 41 per cent. went to Great Britain, 56 per 
cent. to the United States, and 2 per cent. to Canada. Qf 
the nutmegs, 54 per cent. was exported to Great Britain. 
39 per cent. to the United States, and 4 per cent to Canada. 
Great Britain received 95 per cent. of the mace and all the 
lime juice and raw cotton. 





























ton, as against £1 per ton in pre-war days. , | ‘i. 
freight rates continue they may have the effect of neutrals. | 2) 
ing, to some extent, the benefits of Imperial Preference. | - —— 
Statistics have not been quoted in this report, for in the 
absence of much necessary explanation the greatly increased EUROPE, | 
prices of all commodities would give to the figures, for 1m- pr 
ports especially, during the period, a fallacious appearance DENMARK. ho 
of prosperity and progress not borne out by an examination clo 
of the quantities dealt in. - shi 
: FOREIGN TRADE IN 1919. ott 
GRENADA. (From H.M. Commercial Neer fury.) io 
— r AT " om . CorpeNHAGEN 7 
DIVERSION OF IMPORT TRADE. , ere i 
; , ) | a i The Danish Statistical Department has now published — 
The diversion of imports into Grenada from the \ nited the statistics for Danish trade during the vear 1919. hib 
Kingdom to the | nited States Is illustrated mn the Colonial The figures show a total import , in etilietn of 2 519 \ 
Report (No. 1023) for 1918-19. The value - ee million kroner, compared with an export of Danish nod Co: 
and exports representing the trade of the Colony for the sae tilek: tails: iat OE lls Receeeea + ' produce 
, , ‘ ; e nillion kroner, and of Imported goods A 
vear amounted to £1,080,109. ee eee ee ~ op ~ oe ; 
The value of the imports was £377,332. The United |. lip enanae " “ ee es hus, the eEXCess of saa 
Kingdom supplied £76,691, Canada £51,827, Newfoundland | ye pinta: nin amounted to 1,610 million kroner, A 
£13,829, the neighbouring Colonies of Barbados, Trinidad, |  . *M ts Peport the Statistical Department states that these am 
and British Guiana £55,895, and other places £14.873, | figures cannot be considered in exactly the same light as the _— 
making a total from British countries of £213,115. The | figures for previous years, since, for instance, the greai = 
United States supplied £151,980, and other foreign places difference between imports and exports in 1919 includes the Ne 
£12,237, making a total of £377,332. deficit which would normally have been shown in the Years soi 
Food and drink supplies and tobacce amounted to 1914 and 1917, since in 1919 the stocks which had _ beey _— 
£186,095, and manufactured and other goods to 191.237. cleared out during the years in question were supplemented, —_— 
Of foodstuffs, the United Kingdom supplied £6,315, as Characteristic for the year 1918 were the declining imports 
against £60.847 from the United States, and of manu- and the sull greater decline in exports. Despite the great 
factured and other goods the United Kingdom supplied | increase in prices of both exported and imported goods, the Ey 
£67.473. and the United States £91,133. | total value of imports in 1918 was less than in L917, in busin 
The restricted exports from the United Kingdom and | which year imports were also greatly limited, and the value Auth 
other places, and the high cost of goods, caused a reduced | of exports was even still less than in 1917 both for Danish the 
consumption, and many classes of goods, although showing and for imported goods, usual 
higher values, were imported in less quantity. In 1919 the situation was completely changed as regards mast 
The Colony had to look to the United States for many | imports. After the cessation of the blockade import of Thi 
supplies that before the war were almost exclusively ordered | practically all kinds of goods greatly increased, since the Ev. 
from Great Britain. Buta diversion of trade in this direc- | goods which had been purchased abroad during previous Any 
tion, the Report. states, was already taking place even prior | years now began to come forward. Besides this, new pur Cham 
to anv of the disturbing influences in recent years. Because | chases were made at strongly rising prices, and the value Sarre 
of its proximity. New York is the natural market for the | of the year’s imports thus reached over 2,500. million Aceng: 
West Indies, and if the United States can compete in | _ kroner, ) ing 
supplving goods required, trade in that direction 1s bound | As regards the export of Danish produce, the same diff- To 
to expand. A few examples are given, as follows :— | culties as in 1918 were apparent at the beginning of 1919, repres 
1910. 1915. 1918. | as the output of agricultural produce remained small, The 
£ £ £ | Gradually, as the import of fodder stuffs began, the situa Saal d 
Boots and shoes, United Kingdom 4,126 1,637 530 | tion was somewhat improved ; but the total export of Danish On 
Boots and shoes, U.S.A. ............. 1,460 3.153 6,048 | produce only reached a value of 734 million kroner in 1919, will a 
Cement, United Kingdom ......... 1,056 1.786 221) compared with 637 million kroner in 1918, despite the very numb 
SR, WAM, . cssvensrccscccsssscces — 508 3.924 high prices in 1919. The export of imported goeds also the na 
Cordage, United Kingdom. ......... 985 1,06] 568 increased somewhat in the course of the vear, but the con- Mer, 
Cordage, U.S.A. ........ eee eee eeee. 161] 200 1,084 templated re-export to the Baltic countries, and so on, soon a 
Cottons, United Kingdom _......... 21.16 18,480 25,572 proved on the whole a disappointment. comme 
Cottons, U.S.A. ...1..scecsseneeese. 447 38.918 14,014 The various Danish newspapers comment on the report Sectior 
Hardwood, United Wingdom ...... 6,256 4.013 2,558 of the Statistical Department, and make it the text for 
Hardwood, U.S.A. ...............+.+. 1,488 2,226 9,817 appeals to the public to reduce their consumption with a 
Paper, United Kingdom ....... 501 1,038 1,187 view to improving the Danish balance of trade. 
Paper, U.S.A. ............2.seeeeeseees 152 378 1,701 The following figures show some of the commodities the 
Soap, United Kingdom ............. 1,861 3,419 4.749 import of which might, it is suggested, be reduced :— 
BD, SEs sacinchsvncinaspninnussnie 507 §98 4540 | —_ 
Exports. | Kroner. d i 
The value of the exports amounted to £702,777, of which | NR, . sist rnissnsiiis gediniaenineaiuiumsaine 174,200,000 sea 
£699.096 represented the produce of the Colony. Branats. CEC.  occcccccccccccccecsecccccccccccccsss 10.600,000 War vea 
The direction of the exports was as follows :— | Wines, spirits and other liquors ...... 99 500,000 each ye 
£ | RII: sncnsicautineunbincondaseccoasioentie 419,700,000 
NN ick c enamine ca aadeeuibe snes 386 348 Other articles of dress (not boots and 1919 
Other parts of British Empire ............... 26,226 CI 1a sh adndub bail enti iteehaiantitenmcuehi 47 400,000 gp 
EE, vcs unas sneusuociunecuscemuiaksin 290.039 Fish and preserves, etc., comestibles 56,900,000 1917 ee 
Other foreign countries ..................000 00 164 ile ete Wee ciedecesevcvueessvaceues 26.300,.000 oe fon 3 
(02,0707 On the other hand the import of goods which may be a) 
— | ———" regarded as raw materials were as follows:— li “a t 
The principal products exported were : — : er , 7 aol 
— — Maize and other fodder stuffs ....... oe a owing to 
Seren 135.572 519 385 FPortilieers = ...--.... Leese eeeee nese esse eeseeeenes “ BO poo of Posen 
ait: BIE cece cnr cas 2 168 93 156 Textile raw materials ae ee maine betpeiens cultivatic 
Ee ORE PTO TERE TT 60.000, sudden 
: oi gallons. Tallow. oils and rubber ................... 114,800,000 result of 
Lime jnice, raw ......... 172.725 12.108 aerow’, 99 300.000 ls ; 
Lime juice, concentrated 5.810 9147 = “i REE FOR ne ee ene ee or a aay 
? Mt | odunvedduerdndencsuaneeeeneeetnseeeksgerete , ed t, 
= Cine etl on. ccscesessevsesscnssosesesoeces 55,400,000 statistics 
Cotton seed ..........0.0..-050-- 5.479 2 309 ‘ 965,700,000 The of 
_ Eee 23.053 193,417 EER DP: > snsintarnnrnenerenn stern apreees sala 
DED © cities sscumiespereecunvees 3,420 31,691 et ie seals 




















11, {Ovdv, 


Marcu 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


S07 











—_ 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 


aT Bp ’ . 
FRANCE (Saar Basin). 
COMMERCIAL REGULATIONS IN 
SAAR AREA, 
Several measures relating to trade have been put into 
force by the Higher Administration of the Saar as from 
20th January last. The more important are given below :— 








THE 


Retain SALE oF Foopsturrs AND NECESSARIES. 

On account of the fluctuations in the exchange and the 
present difficulties: of supplies, retail foodstutts, 
household | and necessaries, cloth, under- 
clothing and shoes, are ferbidden to any person who cannot 
show either his card ot identity tor the Saar Area or any 
other document showing that he is domiciled in the Saar, 
or that he works usualiv in that area, or some authority 
issued by the Mayor. 

The articles of luxury which are recognised as such by 
the Oberpreispriifungsstelle do not come under this pro- 
hibition. 

Military men are exempt from this regulation. 


sales of 


ooo0ds such as 


ConNDITIONS TO BE FULFILLED IN OrpdreR TO ENGAGE IN TRADE. 

All other commercial transactions are forbidden in the 
Saar Area for any person who is not a merchant. 

A merchant is defined as a person who has paid fees as 
4 merchant: middlemen are those who work on their own 
account, brokers, commission agents, etc., or a 
representative of a merchant, as shown by his card. 

No merchant can undertake any commercial transactions 
in the Area other than which are noted or 
specified on the decuments which allow him to trade as a 
merchant. 


such as 


Saar those 


DocuMENTS TO BE OBTAINED IN OrpbeER To ENGAGE IN 
CoMMERCIAL TRANSACTIONS. 

Every person, whatever his nationality, who enters into 
husiness in the Saar Area, must have in his possession an 
Authority to Trade (Handelserlaubnis), which is issued by 
the Landrat of the area in which he lives, or where he 
usually engages in trade (at Sarrebruck by the Burgo- 
master). 

This Authority will be delivered without fee to:- 

Every merchant who has paid his fees; 

Any person who produces an attestation, either from the 
Chamber of Commerce or the Chamber of Industries at 
Sarrebruck, or if they are subjects of the Allies, from the 
Association of French Manufacturers and Merchants, or 
from the Economic Section : 

To every person proving by documents 
representative of a licensed merchant. 

The General Administrator of the Saar Area has the 
fnal decision in any case where this authority is contested. 

On each Authority the name and address of the merchant 
will appear, together with the nature of his business, the 
number of his licence, or, in the case of a representative, 
the name of the merchant represented. 

Merchants who arrive in the Saar Area should apply as 
soon as possible for their Authority to trade either to the 
commercial organisation mentioned above or to the Economic 
Section. 


that he is the 





GERMANY. 
CROPS AND PRICES. 

Figures recently published in Berlin illustrate the steady 
decreases in the areas sown with certain crops during the 
war years. The following tables give the final statistics for 
each year in hectares : — 


Winter Winter Summer : 

Wheat. ive. Barley. Oats. Potatoes. 
1919 ... 1.181.260 4,315,694 1,126,051 2,992,879 2,180,793 
M8 ... 1.275.085 5,645,697 1,365,143 3,266,112 2,727,544 
197 ... 1.352.165 5.451.155 1,460,887 3,564,595 2,546,705 
1916... 1.491.506 5.894.332 1,524,102 3,615,986 2,798,210 
195 ... 1.753.640 6.280.855 1,619,783 4,615,300 3,572,416 
94... 1.771.240 6,191,159 1,581,999 4,388,146 3,386,098 


lt is to be noted that in 1918, and to an additional extent 
in 1919, the territory under cultivation was diminished 
owing to the exclusion of Alsace-Lorraine, a large portion 
of Posen, and West Prussia, also a less extensive area of 
cultivation in the different provinces, but ‘also that the 
sidden decline of the harvest reported in 1916, was the 
result of a completely different form of enquiry made in 
1915 into the harvest statistics. This new mode of enquiry 
led to the statement (as yet unproven) that the Peace-time 
statistics of the harvest greatly exceeded the actual yield. 
The official statistics for 1919 confine themselves to a 
comparison with the year 1918 only, taking as a basis for 
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their report only the areas cultivated in 1918. On account 
of this the following yields are recorded in tons (winter 
and summer inclusive) :— 

Decrease 


1919. or Increase. 
Hectares. Hectares. 
ee 2? 169,169 —— 367,757 
SY ti Asisendenbensinibibiie 6,100,444 — 575,860 
a a 1,910,363 — 125,467 
REET ere ee t 153,688 + 112.466 


Potatoes 21.449.186 


eeert ee eee eeseeesere 


| re 5,817,817 —2,793,189 
ee LG6.877 520 —],936,114 
MC” | akc esdintettienvuiumiiaes 20,610,735 + 959,838 


Miintmum PRICEs. 


State control of corn and potatoes is to be continued 
during the next year of the harvest, and a very considerable 
rise In prices is to take place. The following are the 
minimum prices fixed for the producers during the period 
of State control :— 


Per centner. Per ton. 


Marks. Marks. 
i 50 1,000 
ae 15 900 
Barley and oats... 40 800 
Potatoes _............. 25 500 


Virws or TRADERS. 

The Confederation of German Corn, Flour. Seed. Fodder, 
and lertilising Material Merchants held their annual meet- 
ing recently, and the President dealt in detail with the corn 
supply, calculating that one ton of American flour would 
cost Germany approximately 1,500 marks. Until now 
Germany had paid from 8 to 10 billion marks for imported 
corn. It was obvious, therefore, that at the present rate 
of exchange the further import of corn was Impossible. The 
speaker then dwelt upon the bad condition of the exchange, 
and pointed out that Germany was forced to be self- 
dependent. 

INCREASE IN Braap Prices. 

The new increase in the price of bread, which has been 
anticipated for weeks, is now officially announced. Accord- 
ing to the February decision reached by the Lebensmittel- 
verbandes Gross-Berlin, the price of a large loaf (1,900 
germ.) was raised to 2:56 marks, that of a small loaf (1,600 
germ.) to 2-40 marks, and that of rolls (50 grm.) to 8 pf. 

An insignificant rise in the price of flour is also effected. 
Wheat will in future be 76 pf. per lb. The continued in- 
crease in the cost of everything connected with the bread 
trade is given as the reason of this further advance. 

In Peace time the purchase of bread by weight was un- 
known in Berlin. The baker was merely asked for a 50 pf. 
loaf, and the customer rehed upon obtaining the correct 
amount, which, as a rule. was 3} lb. During the war the 
price of bread rose steadilv, but never reached the present 
rate. The following table shows the increase in price 
which took place last vear :— 

Price of 2,350 grm. 


Marks. 
Ue te Bat Bees, THEW ccissiccscescss 1°25 
Up to Ist October, 1919 ............ 1°34 
Up to Sth January, 192) ............ 1-88 
From 5th January-l0th February 2°76 


According to the existing rate..... 3:16 
But. according to the official announcement, the loaf 1s 
henceforth 1,900 grm. instead of 2,350 grm. in weight. 





SWITZERLAND. 


INCREASED CUSTOMS RECEIPTS. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 





BERNE. 
The Swiss Customs receipts for January show an increase 
of over 200 per cent. as compared with those for the cor- 
responding month of last year. 
The figures are respectively, 
2,740,195 frances. 


8,312,016 francs as against 





ASIA. 


CHINA. 
GROWTH OF AMERICAN COMPETITION. 


Even a cursory study of the press of the Far East reveals 
the manifold activities of American business men in extend- 
ine their trade in the markets of China. Recently a group 
of financiers who were entertained by the American Chamber 
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of Commerce at Shanghai declared their ambition to co- 
operate with the Chinese to build a great commercial nation 
and to make the Pacific Ocean the centre of the world’s 
trade. 

The following notes, taken from the Far Eastern press. 
are of interest to British traders as indicating the keenness 
with which the ends in view are being pursued : — 

ASSOCIATION OF CHINESE AND AMERICAN ENGINEERS. 

The formation of the Association of Chinese and American 
Engineers, on 22nd November, in Peking, indicates the 
growth in the number of engineers in China who have 
received their training in American colleges and universi- 
ties. Most of the important engineering positions in China 
to-day, it is stated, are held by American-educated Chinese. 

The chief object of the new organisation is the advance- 
ment of engineering knowledge and practice, the maintain- 
ing of high professional standards, and the fostering of a 
spirit of co-operation. 

Unitep States TRADE COMMISSIONER'S SERVICE. 

Further steps in the United States Government's plans to 
aid American commerce with the Orient through the Depart- 
ments of Commerce and State are proposed in the creation 
of two additional Consul-Generals at large, or consular 
inspectors, provided for in a_ Bill which is _ before 
Congress. A probability of four to five trade commissioners 
from the Department of Commerce in the Far. East is also 
mentioned, two having already been assigned to China, one 
to be stationed at Peking, taking the position of the Com- 
mercial Attaché now on leave, and the second to be located 
in Shanghai. 

Doitar EXCHANGE. 

In order to protect United States dollar exchange in 
the East an arrangement has been completed between the 
United States Treasury and the Head Offices in New York 
of the three American Exchange Banks in China, under 
which the Treasury wiil not deliver further silver dollars 
against current funds except to these three banks. Dollars 
will still be delivered against silver certificates. but the 
amount obtainable by this method is extremely limited. 

Under this arrangement a preliminary contract has been 
signed providing for the delivery by the Treasury to these 
banks up to twenty million United States silver dollars—t 
required—at a price of gold 1°35 dols. per fine ounce of 
silver laid down in Shanghai. As the purpose of this 
arrangement is to protect United States dollar exchange in 
the East, it is being handled by the three banks concerned 
on a commission basis for account of the United States 
Treasury. 

Further amounts of dollars will be melted as required. 
and steps are beine taken by the Federal Reserve Board to 
retire silver certificates wherever possible, thus making 
sdditions! amounts available. The total amount of silver 
dollars still available, excluding shipments already made 
is fiftv-five millions. with further ninety millions available 
under the Pittman Act. 

AmertIcan Loan IN HUNAN. 

According to a vernacular paper, a provisionary agree- 
ment between the Hunan Government and an American 
group for a lean amounting to 1,400,000 dols. was concluded 
in December. The object of the loan is to engage in re- 
fining antimony under Sino-Amecrican joint management. 
The loan is secured by the antimony ore owned bv the local 
Government. It is to overate for five vears, after which 
it can be extended to 10 vears. 

Canton ARSENAL—CONTRACTS. 


An agent has been despatched to the United States to 
huy furnaces and other material in connection with the 
expansion of Canton Arsenal. 

Tornacco anp WINE LOAN. 

It is stated that the Chinese Government is negotiating 
for a loan of 5,000,000 dols. from the Pacific Industrial 
Development Co., on the Tobacco-Wine Loan. As regards 
the reported tebacco-wine bureau, the system will be similar 
to the Salt Gabelle, an arrangement having, been completed 
between the Financial Department and the American 
concern. 

AMERICAN SHIPPING SERVICES. 
The following announcements are also of interest : — 
New STEAMSHIP SERVICES. 


*ronk Waterhouse and Co., of Seattle, and the Skinnet1 
and Eddy Corporation of the same city, steamship managers, 
have announced the inauguration of trans-Pacifie steam- 
ship services to the Far East. The Waterhouse Companv 
will operate twenty Shipping Board stenmers on a triangular 
service from Puget Sound to the Orient and Australia. 
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Offices will be opened soon in Shanghai. The latter coy 

poration will operate a two ship combined freight and 

passenger service between Seattle and the Orient with ty 

new 16,000-ton boats. ; 
Robert Dottar Company. 

The Robert Dollar Steamship Company are inaugurating , 
New York-Shanghai service, and land suitable for the erec. 
tion of godowns, etc., has already been acquired in Ney 
York. The company has at present seventeen ships on the 
trans-Pacific route, and it is expected that six vessels wil 
be diverted to the Shanghai-New York route. 

Los ANGELES Paciric Navigation Company. 

The Los Angeles Pacific Navigation Company will operate 
from Los Angeles to Shanghai by way of Honolulu. Manila 
and Hongkong. The first vessels of the company, the ‘“Wes; 
Montop” and ‘‘West Hika,’’ were expected to arrive durin 
February and March. ' 

(Norr.—References are made in the ‘‘Railways’’ section 
of this issue to American interests in the railwavs of China.) 





TRADE OF CANTON, OCTOBER-DECEMBER. 
1919. 


The last quarter of the past year saw a general revival of 
export trade in Canton, and this would have been more 
marked but for difficulties arising from high exchange, and 
particularly from lack of cargo space and high freights 
_ There was no lack of orders from Europe and the United 
States, but many had to be refused as the available space 
was too small. The shortage was felt more keenly thap 
during the war, when cargoes were limited. Freights wer 
still about two-and-a-half times the pre-war level, while 
some Japanese shipowners even asked advanced rates. _ 

The trade of the port, apart from silk, is dealt with jn 
detail, as follows:— 





Cassia. 

There was a marked increase in the export figures con- 
pared with those of previous seasons, This was due toa 
strong demand from the United States in particular and 
also from the United Kingdom. Owing to the high rate 
of exchange, however, the market subsequently hecame 
quieter. 

HIpEs. 

Exports have increased enormously during the _ present 
season, and prices have ruled high. The heavy demand is 
understood to he due to the shortage of leather in Central 
Europe. The quality is fair, but there is room for improve- 
ment in the methods of flaying and curing. 

Mats ano MatrTInc. 

The export figures show a large increase on those during 
the war vears, but are still about half those of 1912-13. 
With the renewed demand it is hoped that the industry will 
revive and reach its former importance. 

Woop Ott. 

Prices were high and there was a big demand from the 
United States. Some shipments to Europe were also made. 
The practice of packing the oil in kerosene tins is increas 
ing, as leakage is thereby obviated. but at present freight 
rates many shippers prefer to pack in casks and run the 
risk of leakage rather than pay the additional expense. 


Tosacco Lear. 

Demand was large and prices were very high. The only 
limits to shipments were the size of the crop, which was all 
hought up. and shipping space. The leaf is grown principally 
in the North River District round Nanhsiung. — The 
Customs figures show an export of about 10,000 piculs 
tobacco leaf and over 7,000 piculs prepared tobacco during 
the quarter. 

Imports: INCREASES AND DECREASES. 

There was not the same revival in the import trate 
Imports of shirting decreased considerably, but those o 
cotton yarn showed a recovery in bulk to the figures of 
1913. 
The import of singlets increased greatly, being five times 
that of October-December, 1918, and three times that 0 
the same quarter of 1913. 

Brass sheets were imported to three times the ouantt} 
received in the corresponding period of 1918, but this wa 
still below pre-war figures. 

The imports of coal were double those of 1918, 
of the Kailan Mining Co. having been mad 
owing to the return of the companv’s chartered ships. The 
figures, however, were still only half those of 1913. 

Imports of flour increased sevenfold to 21,264 piculs, # 
against 2,808 piculs in the final auarter of 1918, but wert 
insignificant compared with 147,908  piculs in October 
December, 1914. 
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Tue SitK INpDusTRY. 


The tourth and sixth crops have been the best kuown tor 


several years, and even the fifth, which suffered somewhat 
trom damage done to the mulberry leaf by the drought and 
the great heat, compared favourably with that of 1918. The 


gualitv of the silk was excellent, and several native 


nnsinesses which had to close last year have re-opened. The 
crop figures were :— 


Bales. 
Fourth crop yielded. .................. 1G, 000) 
PECGR CEO FORCE ossiis cvcccccsvass: 6 ,UUU 


Sixth crop, estimated yield 13,000—14,000 
The exports of raw silk during the quarter totafled 28,082 
pales. aS compared with 16,444 bales in the last quarter ot 
1918, but shipments of waste silk and cocoons showed 
decreases. 





LATIN AMERICA. 


CHILE. 


NITRATES AND THE GENERAL TRADE 
SITUATION. 
(From H.M. Consul.) 








ANTOFAGASTA. 
The tollowing is a survey of the position of affairs in Chil 


tor the period July-December, 1919:— 











Quintals. 

The total stocks of nitrate on the Coast as at 
Bots Demme Bnet GMAOUMOOE BO on oc ec cccicsccecccces.cs: 33,000,000 
Production for the Jast six months was ........... 16,017 ,92% 
TE Aasasiedndinneneneiinrarnnmanbesnes 49.017 927 

Sales through the Centralisation Committee up 
to the end of year amounted to.................... 20 639,500) 
Leaving available tor sale ............... 19,378,427 





“Note.—1 quintal Spanish=101-44 lb. English.] 

The greater part of the 29,639,500 quintals sold had not 
ween lifted at the end of 1919, and it is estimated it will 
not be so until well into April next, due to scarcity of 
vessels and other causes. A large number of nitrate 
factories had either to close down or else work at a reduced 
rate, and the production fell to half of that during 1918. 

Due to the aforesaid sales, and also a further recent sale 
of another 2,000,000 quintals for May-June delivery, pro- 
ducers are viewing the position with sufficient confidence to 
warrant their increasing the production of those factories 
already working and re-opening those closed down—the 
German factories amongst them—-and the production for 
December was 17.000,000  quintals in excess of that of 
November. 

The greater part, in fact the very greater part, of ship- 
ping already effected has been in foreign bottoms. 
American, Swedish, Dutch, French, Spanish, and Norwegian 
participating, but American ships predominating very 
largely. The regular British lines have also been shipping 
steadily. but the Americans have done most of it. 

Corren. 

The copper position is bad. One company has over 
170,000 tons of bar copper ready for sale in New York anc 
is limiting the purchases of ores on the Coast. Another 
company has continued to produce and has over 30,000) 
tons of electrolytic bar copper in stock on the Coast, involv- 
ing a large Jock-up of capital. 

Borate or Lime. 


Borate of lime has been shipped slowly, due to shortage 
of freight it is stated, and 6,000 tons are in stock ready fot 
shipment. 

The above—nitrate, copper and borax  respectively— 
represent the raw material of the district, with the excep- 
tion of the local sales of sulphur. 


TRADE. 


The nitrate position has therefore caused trade in general 
to continue stagnant and precarious. Retail business 
has been exceptionally bad, and merchants for the most part 
have been content to get rid gradually of the large stocks 
left on their hands at. the end of the war. Sales for the 
Bolivian markets have relieved a somewhat serious position. 
As previously announced, many merchants refused goods at 
the beginning of 1919, and a very large assortment of every 
class—nearly all American—was thrown on the market for 
shippers’ account. There is still a large stock of these 
goods on hand, which is also being disposed of gradually. 
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At ihe close of the year a more optimistic tone prevails, 
ond merchants are looking forward with greater confidence 
‘han has been the case for many months. 

British Goops WantTEp. 

as has already been reported, all the leading firms have 
_— ——- - United Kingdom, who study the markets 
ery care L ‘1tish ¢ s ure always 1 
alwavs will “a as ta ae - oa 7 —_ ge topo = 
to secure preference, but it must be b qual pri Wing: oo “e 
vO SeaEe Peererenes, NUETh. a at equal prices, because 
retails merchants will give preterence to the lowest quota- 
tion. reights naturally enter very largely into the 
question, 

During the last six months a great deal of American 
merchandise, mostly for the large Ameriean copper com- 
panies, has been brought from New York by British regular 
lines, calling en route from the United Kingdom. 

The Germans here have already started to operate 
especially the strong firms of Messrs. Vorwerk and Co., and 
Gildemeister and Co., and they are receiving goods—coal 
and lumber included from the States. They also 
deal largely in Chilean produce, and the latter in 
Peruvian sugar besides, in which country they hold large 
interests. 

_ British merchants seem hopeful about future British 
imports and trade, but it is, as said above, mainly a 
question of price. | 

There has been a small Japanese trade during the year, 
but the position has not been sufficiently good to warrant 
heavy imports. However, they are losing no efforts to 
capture trade, and are opening retail shops for fancy goods, 
<1lk, etc., in all parts. ) 

Pustic Works. 

Work on the port undertakings continues, and it is pleas- 
ing to be able to record that the greater part of the material 
was purchased in the United Kingdom. 

The scheme for linking up Antofagasta with Salta in 
Argentina is again very much to the fore, and it is a scheme 
that must materialise sooner or later. It would cheapen life 
‘onsiderably and, together with the port works, would make 
the port of great importance internationally, as besides the 
Bolivian trade now passing through it, it would mean a 
large Northern Argentine trade both as regards export and 
import, it being a nearer way via Panama Canal to both the 
“tates and Europe than by the present one via Buenos Aires. 





COLOMBIA. 


PRIVILEGES OF PACKING HOUSES. 
(Prom HE.M. Minister.) 
Bocota. 

A Law was passed by Congress in December granting 
certain exemptions and privileges to packing houses in 
Colombia. A translation is given below :— 

Art, 1,—Exemption from Customs duties will be granted 
to packing house undertakings which may be established in 
the country, for the importation of machinery and other 
articles employed in slaughtering and in the preparation, 
preservation, and packing of meat, birds, and all products 
intended for exportation. Salt (chloride of sodium) is not 
included in the exemptions dealt with in this Law. 

This exemption, as regards each undertaking, will last 
tor the period of the contract. 

Art. 2.—Packing house companies receiving a subsidy 
from the Nation, if desirous of enjoying the exemptions 
authorised by the present Law, must, in addition to the 
hundred and fifty thousand pounds (£150,000) referred to 
in Article 2 of Law No. 60 of 1917, loan not less than fifty 
thousand pounds (£50,000) to the breeders of livestock. 
They must make these loans on the same terms and condi- 
tions as those laid down in the legal provision cited in this 
article. 

Art. 3.—To enable packing houses already established 
later to enjoy the exemptions referred to in this Law, it will 
be necessary for them to make a contract with the Executive 
Power, in which they must recognise the obligations con- 
sequent on their formal working and such stipulations as 
the Government may deem it advisable to make for the 
benefit of the livestock industry in general. And if the 
united companies which have already made a contract for 
the installation of a packing house on the Atlantic Coast 
desire to take advantage of these exemptions, the Govern- 
ment may grant them, on obtaining compensations or re- 
nunciations of ptivileves sufficient to place them on a 
footing with other packing house undertakings which may 
be established in the country. 


~~ 
<—— 
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Finance and Banking. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


NEW CAPITAL ISSUES, 1917—FEBRUARY, 19209. 

The following data relating to new capital issues in the 
United hKwingdom have heen compiled by the London Joint 
Citv and Midland Bank, Limited. They exclude all borrow- 
ings by the British Government. shares issued to vendors, 
allotments aris ing from the capitalisation of reserve funds 
and undivided profits, and issues for conversion purposes 
upon the price “ ISS 
and are as omprehensive as posstble. They do not 1 clude 
if capital made by private companies anak. hho 
such information is made public. 





The figures in all cases are based 


IssStles 

















LOT] 191s GEO 1O°0) 
t L t is 
Januan ne 935,625 192 500 IS 330,586 i? f465 210 
February HIS S83 1. 275,700 9 OS3, 737 35,413,793 
2 months .. 1554. S08 1.468,250 28,014,323 77. R60,803 
March = S92 O36 > 674,562 11. S62,.082 
Apri 3 430,000 1,093,739 OHO4S TTI 
Mav 3.340, 764 5,320,618 17,551,224 
June 1,503,125 2 295,959 16 S23,315 
July 1 499. 661 $516,135 28,277,343 
Aucus! 5,089,643 5,277,640 = 14,807,345 
Septem) 1 oor 694 5.986.672 1) 994 ?7] 
October sh ? 153,000 GV ebed cD 24,977,183 
November .. 2.726.508 9°? 354.756 33,106,761 
December. 1,125,000 7.148.863 46.779,404 
Yea si 76 4386 099 69,330,001 237,041,305 
Figures for February subject to revision. 
GrocRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF New Capitat Issues. 
(01M) omitted.) 
inited Indiaand_ British Foreign Total. 
Kingdom. Cevlon. Posse ssions Countries. 
19t9 t t t { . 
June tv 69,233 170 8,742 2 154 S0,299 
July =... = -:21,887 25 1,553 4,812 28,277 
Aug. .. 14,149 52 a 444 14,807 
Sept. ..* 6,723 100 OT] 1,469 9,294 
Oct. .. 123976 229° 6 poe 5,649 24,977 
Nov. ad 5 333 4 2.444 3,993 33, LO7 
Dec. .. 37,068 S75 rearre 1,065 46,779 
Year 1919 187,669 1,455 28,839 19,577 Zoi, 540 
1920. 
Jan. .. 30,071 148 7,973 4 954 42 446 
Feb. ee 3B? O51 1 O76 1 40] S86, 35,414 
2 months... 62,122 ] 224 9 374 5. 140 77.860 





Figures for F: Pena subject to revision. 
* Exeluding British Government Loans. 





BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 
THE CURRENCY ADIU STMENT SCHEME 


An important acceleration and amplification is announced 
by the Colonial Office in the scheme which was published 
the ** Journal ~ on 19th February for the stabilisation of 
the rate ot a hetween the East Africa and Uganda 
Protectorate and the Tanganvika Territory, and the United 
Kingdom. 

The original scheme provided ror a transitional] je riod, 
during which Imperial Treasury and Bank Mn ~~ notes 


(at present legal tender in East Africa at the rate of 
Rs, 8.50 to the pound sterling), should be legal t our at the 
rate of Rs. 9.25 to the pound sterling. At the end of this 
transitional period the rate was to be stabilised at Rs. 10 
to the pound sterling. 


The > effect ot the announcement oft the above proposals 
has. however. been that the sterling rate of exchange of the 
rupee in East Africa has already been fixed by the banks at 
Qs. ror homeward and 2s. 2d. for outward remittances, li 

without further hardship to anvy- 
one, and with advantage to the importer of capital into Kast 
Africa. to stabilise the rate of exchange on the basis of 
2< 11) to the pound sterling forthwith, and to dispense with 
the transitional period. 

Steps are being taken to introduce immediately the 
legislation necessary to bring abont this result, and to make 
British Treasury and Bank of Engiand notes legal tender at 
the rate of Rs. 10 to the pound sterling without further 


has thu he yTrie possible 


delav. 

This arrangement will involve the cancellation of the 
measures already taken providing that. for the repayment 
of dehts contracted hefore 21st November. 1919, British 





FINANCE AND BANKING —continiued 





Treasury notes and Bank of England notes should be legal 
tender at the rate of Rs. 9.25 to the pound sterling from the 


present time until the end the transitional period. 


GERMANY. 


INDUSTRIAL COMPANIES AND CAPITAL 
INCREASES. 
with the general movement in which industrial] 
and other companies in Germany are increasing their 
capital, the ‘Frankfurter Zeituag’’ gives the following 
reasons for it at the present time. The paper emphasises 
that in order that the undertakings should preserve their 
German character their share capital must be increased, the 
new shareholders must be provided with a special right of 
voting, and the shares must be placed in reliable hands. 
lt points out that gold marks and paper marks stand 
peacetuliy side by side in the balance sheets, and anyone 
considering only the firures does not realise the difference, 
but thinks that equal figures must represent equal values, 
Nevertheless, stock taken over from pre-war times, especially 
that forming part of the so-called st: gree ‘apital, cannot 
be compared in value to the working capital invested now. 
[t claims that working capital must be increased if ex. 
cessive bank credits are not to be resorted to, which has 
heen the case with many companies. In this way the 
resources of the banks have been stormed, and this has often 
caused uneasiness, for although banks have been doing good 
husiness on the whole, yet sometimes oreat risks were con- 
nected with it. The banks therefore advise companies to 
raise their capital and to provide for the future, 

The rise in the costs of production is so enormous that 
even the higher profits do not cover them. Daily it is be- 
coming of more and more importance to put works on a 
sound footing, which will allow of more advantageous work- 
Ing. by making full use of the technical plant, by the saving 
of raw material, labour, ete. 

ADVANTAGES OF AMALGAMATION. 








Dealing 


‘Experience has taught us,’’ it continues, ‘‘that this end 
can be achieved by amalgamation. Some time ago the 
A.E.G. and the Auer-Gesellschaft set an example in this 
wav. and were soon followed by others. It is rumoured that 
the Geisweider Eisenwerke and the Lothringer Hiitten und 
Bergwerksverein are about to amalgamate. It remains to 
be seen whether the Phonix and the Rheinische Stahlwerke 
will come to any agreement with regard to amalgamation 
at the Duishureg-Meiderich and Ruhrort works. 


NORW AY. 


TANATION OF COMP ANIES—NEW 
PROPOSALS 
(From HM. Minister.) 


CHRISTIANIA. 

The work of the Committee appointed by the Norwegian 
Finance Departinent to deal with reforms in the Taxation 
Svstem relating to shares and sharcholders has been hurrSed 
forward so that it may be possible to introduce the necessary 
legislation and thus allow the new system to come into force 
in the next financial vear. 

It is proposed to tax shareholders directly instead of 
taxing the company and its revenue as is done at present. 
This change is, however, only to relate to State taxation, 
the system of municipal taxation being too complicated to 
allow of such alteration. <A suggestion is also made for a 
moderate double taxation, 1.e., of both company and share- 
holders. 

When the revenue from the taxation of war profits 

declines it will be necessary to raise the percentage of State 
taxes. <At the same time the Committee gives a warning 
against exaggerated direct taxation and questions the im- 
nosition of taxes on increase in value of shares and property. 
The Committee also points out that double taxation must 
he so moderate as not to discourage the formation of joint 
stock companies. 
A tax of 3 per cent. on the total incomes of companies is 
ogested, althoueh it is considered taxation of reserves 
must not be too high, as it will then result in the discourage- 
ment of extensions and improvements. If, however, it 1s 
ioo low it will tempt companies to write off their profits in 
reserve funds, which may later be paid in cash to the share- 
holders. 

[t is pointed ont that individual municipalities should not 
he allowed to arrange taxatédon according to their own 


~ 


ST] 


interests, This should he regulated through the State 

authority in order to prevent as” far as poss ible all 

disturbance of cmaii when double taxation is introduced. 
<j 
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Shipping and Docks. SHIPPING AND DOCKS —continued 
NEW ZEALAND. GERMANY. 


ACCOMMODATION AND FACILITIES AT Se ee RAROUS DULG AT: STI a 
WELLINGTON. . 4 complete schedule of the port and harbour dues at 
2 week Saadivelk tas horn: eliliched by the Wellineton pasa, Poet 19th November, L919, mav be consulted on 
Harbour Board giving complete information with regard * ental sm Sena se -"ws* mee wlan 
ST adaaneek sail Heelies ak Wtlinaken, chataee and deo. “. = - . Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
and warehouse accommodation. This ay be consulted On “oe HOM Cor ee ae ap vnee iii sits 
application to the Shipping and Transport Section of the Se ee ee 
Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 


’ + s) 
Bc. 2. PANAMA, 
CHINA. CANAL TRAFFIC IN 











ie: 
mnolish 








1919. 


‘ : tT sasha YAY TTY ° + St: 1S ic he | lic » >. a : 
CHIHLI DEVELOPMENT PLAN. nt tics of the trafiic of the Panama Canal during 1919, 
published in the American press, show that it exceeded that 
of any previous year—2,396 ships of 7,128,000 net tons. in 
addition to naval vessels displacing 1,000,000 tons ] 
passed through the waterway. 
Ships of 7,000 tons, carrying 10,000 tons of cargo. were 2 
‘ . c . © , , ” 
per cent. greater than in any previous year, and December 
held the monthly reccrd with 283 ships of 957,000 
with cargoes of 953.000 tons. 
The tolls collected during the vear amounted 





A vast shipping centre, well equipped with extensive 
docking, landings, godowns, coal sheds, ete. 

The Chihli Provincial Assembly has passed an extensive 
harbour, railway, and canal development scheme. This 
plan, known to its promoters as the Chihli Development 
Plan, provides in the first instance for the construction of 
an ice-free port on the Gulf of Pechihli, about twelve miles 
distant from Chui Ching Ho Kou, an old port not far from 


laving 


net tons 


to 6.972. 004 


, rc ‘ aal 
Tangshan. | dollars. 

According to the present plans extensive docking and 

; > ome, 6 ° . > > - 7 . . ~ 

landing facilities are to be provided for the new port, PREDOMINANCE OF BRITISH SHIPPING. 
which will also be well equipped with godowns, coal sheds, The British flag predominated over all others in the total 
and all other buildings required for a large shipping centre. number of vessels utilising the canal from Aueust. 1914. 
A concession of 100 square miles will be set aside for the when the canal was opened to traffic, to the end of October 
port, and within it, in addition to the above, there will be 1919. and during that period 8.618 ships passed through the 
constructed a summer resort, factories and mills, As these canal, of which 3,147 were British. 2.910 were American 
industrial plans develop it is expected that the new port and the rest of other nationalities. 
will grow into one of the large cities of Chihli Province. The trade by direction was divided as follows:—From 





Pacific to Atlantic, 1,620 British vessels. 1.778 American 


DENMARK. vessels; other nationalities, 1.293 vessels. Atlantic to 


Pacific, 1,527 British, 1.132 American and 1.268 other 


SHIPBUILDING DEVELOPMENTS. nations. 








Many difficulties in the shape of shortage of raw During the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1916, 358 British 
materials, their high price, labour difficulties, and _ the vessels and 238 American vessels used the canal, and during 
increase in wages, had to be met by the Danish shipbuilding the succeeding year ending 30th June, 1917, 780 British, 
clin ean Gia wibe. ' and 464 American vessels passed through the canal. Since 
“All the same. according to the ‘National  Tidende,”’ that time the number of American vessels has gradually 
some of the Danish shipyards have given e@ood results .of increased, being 628 in 1918, 786 in 1919, and for the first 
late vears. Thus Messrs. Burmeister and Wain. although four months of the present fiscal year, Ist July to 30th 
they only built two motor ships in 1918, were able in the October, 1919, 324 vessels, The late vears of the war showed 
vears 1916, 1917 and 1918 to pay dividends of 25, 22, and a sheht reduction in the number of British vessels passing 
18 per cent. respectively. Formerly the vard conld only through the Panama Canal, there being 699 vessels in 1918, 
build ships up to 10,000 tons, but they can now build up to and 243 up to 31st October im the present fiscal year. The 
18.000 tons, and recently launched the motor — ship number of British vessels is rapidly increasing, however, 
“Afrika”? of 14.000 tons for the East Asiatic Companv. and it is expected that the present fiscal year will see a 

The Copenhagen Floating Dock and Shipbuilding Yard. higher record for British and American ships than in 
who have paid 20 ner cont. during the last three vears, previous similar periods, while it is expected that from now 
have extended so that they can build ships up to 10.000 onwards the number of American ships will steadily exceed 
tons. During 1918, owing to shortage of raw materials. the number of those of British register. 
no ships were built; but a number of repairs were carried 
out. 


The Helsinger Shipbuilding Yard, with a capital of PANAMA REPUBLIC. 


4.900.000 kroners, gave dividends of 25, 25. and 20 per cent. 





respectively in the three years mentioned. Last year the ANOTHER BONDED WAREHOUSE PROPOSED. 

dividend was somewhat smaller. The yard specialises in (From H.M. Acting-Consul.) 

repairs, . ; Coron. 
Stuhr’s Shipbuilding Yard in Aalbore. with a capital of _ . . ; 

9.000.000 kroner, paid dividends of 23, 15, and 10 per cent. A movement ror the establishment of a further bonded 

respectively. and can now build shins up to 15.000 tons. warehouse here 1S at present on toot among the local mer- 
The Korsor Shipbuilding Yard. with a capital of 1,000,000 chants. The intention is to form a combine with a capital 

kroner. paid 22 per cent. in 1918. of 500,000  dols., and the prime movers in the scheme are 
The Shinbuildine Yard at Frederikshavn can build ships Rathbun Stilson and Company, the Colon Import and Ex- 

ot te 4.000 tons. port Company, Fidanque Henriquez and Company, and 
The Baltiea Shipbuilding Yard. which is not yet finished, Pascal Canavaggio. , 

has three slips for ships vn to 6.000 tons. In addition to the entrepot trade which the merchants 
The Svendhore Shipbuildine Vard is said to have pur- hope to do as a result of the venture, it Is their intention 

chased a floating dock from Kiel capable of taking vessels to handle ship stores and to compete with the Commissary 

un to 3.000 tons. Department of the Canal in the supply of shipping. 

The Nakskov Shipbuilding Yard has purchased a floating A site for the warehouse has already been bought, and the 
dock and can repair vessels un to 9,000 tons. announcement of a concession may soon be expected. This 
The Codan Shipbuilding Yard in Koge has four slins. will be the fourth bonded warehouse recently established at 
and its first vessel a four-masted schooner of 125 feet lone. Colon. ‘ ‘ 
was launched at Christmas time. Two cement shins of According to the American Consul at Colon, the above 
138M tons each are under construction, and ATE expected to firms propose to build two honded warehouses. They have 
he launched shortlv. The vard will probably specialise in secured. it is stated. three sites for a warehouse for their 
the construction of cement ships. wholesale business 1n Colon. A firm in Panama, with a 
In conclusion. this authority states that should Flens- hranch house in Colon, has also secured three sites for a 
hore come to Denmark with the Plebiscite, the country will honded warehouse to accommodate its business in both 

hecome richer by an important vard, the Flenshorg Shin- cities. : 

buildine Yard. with a capital of 3.250.000 marks, and an The object of these warehouses 18 the extension of whole- 
area of 180000 savare metres. The vard is capable of sale business from Colon into Central and South American 
producing about 60,000 tons of shipping a year. countries. 
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Minerals and fletals. 





AUSTRALIA. 
NEW COPPER-BEARING AREAS OF 
NORTHERN TERRITORY. 

The results of an investigation of copper-bearing ground 
in the Woologorang and NKilgour districts of Northern 
Territory by the Director of Mines, have recently been 
reported upon by him. ‘onsiderable new areas have been 
prospected and opened up. 

About three miles west of the Queensland border, and 
about 60 miles south of the shores of the Gulf of Carpen- 
taria, copper formations occur from three to sixteen miles 
westerly from Woologorang station and about twenty-five 
miles south, on Branch Creek. 

Ore Bopies. 

At the present stage of development the majority o1 thc 
copper occurrences may be classed as irregular deposits. On 
the flats, where copper has been found, there is very [littl 
surface indication that ore exists underneath. There is no 
outcrop, and their discovery has been almost accidenta! 
The three areas which have produced the hundred-or-so 
tons of ore shipped are:—Redbank, the Disputed Ground, 
and Masterton’s New Find. At Redbank a large area has 
been worked to a depth of 6 ft., producing about 100 tons 
of 35 per cent. shipping ore, and probably 2,000 tons of ore 
ranging from 7 to 10 per cent. copper. The Disputed Ground 
was discovered by a black boy. Masterton’s New Find, about 
300 vards east of Redbank, was also discovered by a black 
boy. It disclosed rich blue-and-green carbonates, and high- 
grade ore is being produced. 

WATER SUPPLY. 





Soakage springs supply sufficient water for domestic use 
and fer stock. There would be a scarcity of water if work 
were established, as the mines are near the divide between 
Branch Creek and Settlement Creek watersheds, and so tar 
as could be ascertained there was no suitable place close st 
hand for conserving water. Sufficient may, however, be 
obtained in shaft sinking. 

PROSPECTING ARFAS: 


Redbank area, containing 40 acres, is situated about |» 
miles west of Woologorang homestead, and near the head 
of Redbank Creek. The copper-bearing ore occurs as a car- 
bonate in replacement bunches and impregnations. — The 
light-green coloured rock contains about 30 per cent. copper. 
An unusual feature of this ore is its extremely light weight. 
it taking about 45 bags of between 20 and 30 per cent. 
crade to weigh a fon. The Government Assayer has deter- 
mined the specific gravity of the sample submitted for assay 
as containing 31-1 per cent. copper as 2, which is rather 
unique for a 31 per cent. copper ore. 

Eastty-WorkKepD ORE. 


REDBANK. 


A shaft has been sunk to a depth of 54 ft. through thie 
decomposed formation, and a crosscut put out north-west 
from the bottom for a distance of 20 feet. The improving 
value of the ore as the crosscut is advanced denotes that 
the main ore channel is still some distance ahead. The 
formation sunk through was very soft and easily worked : 
no holes were fired, the sinking and crosscutting being 
earried out by pick and shovel alone. The samples were 
ent out of the sides of the crosscut with a tomahawk. This 
will give an idea of the nature of the decomposed copper- 
bearing rocks. Four other shafts have been sunk to a depth 
of from 20 to 30 ft. through a similar class of rock. and 
with similar results. 

Yietp oF METAL. 

About 100 tons shipping ore, containing 35 per cent. Cu 
and about 2.000 tons of 7 to 10 per cent. ore, have been 
produced from the above work. Three hundred yards north- 
east of Redbank a fairly rich deposit of carbonate ore was 
more recently discovered. Two holes, each 11 ft. deep, have 
heen sunk on a formation, similar in most respects to 
“Redbank.’? and some high-grade shipping ore produced. 
There are no surface indications (with the exception of a 
few loose pieces of copper-stained sandstone) of a copper 
lode or deposit. A sample collected assayed 46:4 per cent. 
Cu. A sample of fibrous malachite assayed 53°9 per cent.. 
and another of copper-bearing sandstone from the surface 
assayed 7:4 per cent. copper. 

THe Disputed CraimM. 


The workings here are situated about 15 miles south of, 
and the formation is similar to, Redbank. There are no 
surface indications of a lode except a few loose copper- 
The denosit has heen opened by two holes 


-tained rocks. 
The south hole its 


20 ft. apart on a north and south line. 





oe 





MINERALS AND METALS —continued. 





about 15 tt. in diameter at the surface, and about 4 it 
at the bottom, 15 ft. from the surface. Near the surface 
on the north-east side of this hole there js a slight stratifi 
cation of the rocks discernible, the floors dipping north-east 
at 50 deg.; under this is a brecciated, copper-stained forma 
con. A sample of this brecciated lode matter, about 7 ft. 
irom the surface, assayed 19-7 per cent. copper. A sample 
trom the side of this hole, near the bottom, assayed 10-6 
per cent. copper and is representative of the bulk of the 
ore body. The north, or No. 2 hole, has been taken ; 

35 tt. and 25 ft., and to an average depth of 6 ft. ae 

Buack CHARLIE. 

This is prospecting area No. 1814, and is of 80 acres. A 
—_ . of manganese copper-bearing lode matter, 
about 6 ft. in width, occurs on a flat about 3 miles soutl 
east of Redbank. This lode formation has been opened oy 
: — _ ft. long and 4ft. deep. To the south |, 
rench has been cut and bunches of ¢ ‘e . 
been obtained. Several saalioe pall or oe “i 

3 Ea Steans have also been 
cut and show the probability of a large quantity of easily. 
ubtainable low-grade ore. A general sample taken from the 
costeens assayed 10 per cent. copper. 

Tre Buvrr. 

This prospecting area, No. 1813, of 80 acres, 1s situated 
ubout 2} miles south-east of Redbank. <A carefully-selected 
sample of the ore broken by shots gave, when assayed a 
return of 13:3 per cent. copper. A sample off the highest 
point of the sandstone bluff contained 0-6 per cent. copper 
This is important, as it shows that the huge body of sand- 
stone forming the bluff is impregnated with more or Jess 
copper and may earry payable chutes of ore. About 2 miles 
east of Redbank copper-bearing rocks occur under 3 
prominent quartzite blow on a low spur. About 80 feet 
west of the outcrop a shaft has been sunk to 17 feet through: 
~oft, friable ore; a grab sample of the dump yielded on assay 
(3-4 per cent. copper. A shallow shaft has been sunk close 
under the quartzite outcrop, and a sample of nodules of ore 
obtained in sinking yielded on assay 48-2 per cent. copper 
About 1} miles south-east of Redbank a copper-bearing out- 
crop has been opened by a shaft 10 ft. in depth. A sample 
of the material broken in sinking yielded, when assayed. 9:9 
per cent, copper. 

Masterton’s Packsaddle Mine is situated about 5 miles 
on a bearing of 325 deg. from the homestead. A shaft has 
been sunk to a depth of 65 ft. on a copper-stained outcrop 
on the west end of a low ridge. A little fair ore was obtained 
‘au sinking. 

SuMMarRy. 

Within the area drained by Settlement Creek and its 
tributaries, Branch Creek, Redbank Creek, and Packsaddle 
Creek, a large number of copper-stained outcrops occur 
Some of these outcrops carry quantities of high-grade ore. 
The most productive lodes or deposits to date have been 
found on perfectly level flats between low ridges. There 
are no outcrop or surface indications to enable an opinion 
to be formed of the size or form of these deposits. The 
work carried out, although not proving payable ore at 4 
depth, shows that copper can be obtained to 54 ft. from the 
surface, and that the improving values as the crosscut is 
advanced are an encouragement to drive it further, with a 
reasonable expectation of getting the main ore channel ai 
a short distance. Owing to the soft nature of the rock, all 
underground work can be carried out rapidly and cheaply. 
and provided sufficient. capital can be obtained, to properly 
develop these copper occurrences. Their economic «xploita- 
tion will, however, depend on the erection of a treatment 
plant near the mines. 


FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 





TIN, GOLD AND TUNGSTEN 
PRODUCTION. — 


A statement issued by the Senior Warden of Mines, 
Kuala Lumpur, shows that 36,394 tons of tin and tin-ore 
were exported from the Federated Malay States last year, 
against 37,370 tons in 1918. The approximate value (in 
Singapore) for revenue purposes was £8,736,474, against 
£11,032.234 in 1918. 

An official statement issued at Kuala Lumpur shows that 
during the past year 16,402 oz. of gold, valued at £63,559, 
were produced in the Federated Malav States, against 
18,309 OZ.. volued at £70,948, in 1918. Of last vear’s pro- 
duction, 15.278 oz. came from the mines at Raub, in the 
State of Pahang. 

The total production of tungsten ores last vear amounted 
to 436 tons, against 3554 tons in 1918. This came chiefly 
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from the State of Selangor. and was made up or almost 
equal quantities of wolfram and scheelite. To encourage 


the winning of tungsten ores, the export duty is remitted 


at present. 





FRANCE 





MINES. 


group of 


DEVELOPMENT OF SAAR 


An influential company has been formed by a 


leading French and Belgian industrialists and financiers. 
under the title of Société des Hauts-Fourneaux et Acieries 
de Differdange-St. Inghert-Rumelange, to supersede the 
well-known Deutsche-Luxemburgdsche. 

The head office is at Luxembourg. and the company is to 


undertake all operations in metallurgical and mining in- 
dustries and all industrial works, commercial and financial. 
which relate directly or indirectly to these industries. It 
has been constituted for a period of 30 vears as from 5th 
Vebruary, 1920. [t can, however, be dissolved before the 
end of this term 

The capital has been fixed at 111} 
into 100,000 shares of 1,000 frs. each. 

The capital may be increased by the 
siares, and the company may issue bonds on a 


raitliom frs.. divided 


creation or new 
decision of 
» general meeting. 


Another company has also been termed with headquarters 








at Paris to work the properties at Carling (Moselle) of the 
saar und Mosel Bergwerks Gesell-chaft. 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
COAL PRODUCTION IN 1919. 
According to the preliminary estimate of the United 


States Geological Survey, the total production of coal in 
1919, both bituminous and anthracite. amounted to 
344.263,000 tons. or 133.949 .4)) than in 10178. 
was a record vear. 


whieh 


7 
oa, 


Tue STRIKE OF BituMinots MINERS. 


coal 


The output of bituminous Was greatly curtailed by 
the strike of the miners in and thie 
weeks in December, the result being that the vear’s output 
of bituminous coal fell 121,320,000 tons below that of 1918. 

At the same time the outturn of anthracite in Pennsyl- 
vania was estimated at considerably less than in any year 
since 1913, though the total, on shipments from 
January to November, are subject to revision. 

The full figures of production trom 1913 to 


follow : 


November frst twa 


being based 


ha) Be 


are as 


PRopUcTrion OF ANTHRACITE AND Bituwtnovs Coat. 


Pennsylvania 


Anthracite. Total. 


Bituminous. 


Year, Net Tons. Net Tons. Net Tons. 

SEE eee 91,525,000 173,435,000) 909,960 O00 
| Cn 90 821 00) 422,704,000 513,525 000) 
ccc emicavee 88,995,000 142.624 000) 531,619 000 
calc sslealion 87 578 ,OU0 502,520,000 590,098 ,0OU 
ee 99 612,000 551,790,000 651,402.000 
ne 99 826,000 579 386.000 678,212,000 
1919 *86 200,000 458 063,000 544 263.0%) 


eee eee eeweaneneee 


*Estimate based on January-November shipments. 


RECENT INCREASE OF PRODUCTION. 


The production of bituminous coal at the commencement 
of 1920 was at a rate exceeding any period in 1919, ex- 
cepting the week of 25th October, just before the coal strike, 
states the “Black Diamond.’’ The output of the five working 
days of the week ending 3rd January averaged 2,066,000 
tons, which was a larger production than for any New 
Year’s week during the past three years. The total output 
for the week was estimated at 10,950,000 net tons, an in- 
(tease of about 2,391,000 tons over the Christmas week. The 
increase was partly due to the fact that about 600,000 tons 
Were produced on New Year’s Day, and practically nothing 
Was produced on Christmas Day. The increase in produc- 
tion was nearly 30 per cent. as compared with the New 
Year’s week of the previous year. 


—— 
—— 
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Textiles 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
WOOL STOCKS AND SHIPMENTS. 


Sir Arthur Goldfinch, Director-General of Raw Materials 
(Ministry of Munitions), has issued the following statement 
regarding stocks and shipments of wool. The “position at 
3lst December was as follows :— 

Totaz Stocks or Woor at 3lst Decewper. 1919. 
[INcLtUDING Batance oF Crip To BE APPRAISED. 








) MERINO. 
Clothing. Carbonising. 
65,582 20 820 


Combing. 


Stocks in U.K. 111,527 





Stocks in Antwerp 8,838 1,232 447 
Stocks in U.S.A. 26.671 3,902 2? 494 
Wool Afloat wis 107,137 14,065 12,309 
Wool Afloat for U.S. A. 13,293 9.435 9.197 
Stocks in Colonies and still to be 
appraised 880,89] 224,096 165,055 
+ 148, aun 318,312 210,322 
. Crosseeep. 
Combing. Clothing. Carbonising 














Stocks in U.K 237,863 25,767 31.759 
Stocks in Antwerp 7,802 — — 
Stocks in U.S.A. 26,073 . 99°73 
Wool Afloat 2 - ke 104,580 1.445 180 
Wool Afloat for U.S.A. },541 1.919 3.033 
Stocks in Colonies and still to “ 
appraised 1,241,840 160,104 220 81] 
1,619,699 “1899 235 250,770 
NEW ZEALAND. 
Scoured Slipes. Totals 
Stocks in U.K. 62,649 2 244 608,211 
Stocks in Antwerp 1,084 19,403 
Stocks in U.S.A. _ aia 60,133 
Wool Afloat - 13,019 14,808 267,633 
Wool Afloat for U.S. re BS.41s 
Stocks in Colonies and still to be 
appraised 60,339 97,248 3,050,384 
136,007 165,474 4,044,182 
Less estimated number of bales to be retained. 
For Local use me - i 61.000 
For Seouring 240,000 Bales Esti 


120.0080 181.000 


mated Loss 


Estimated Net Stocks and Wool 


still to be appraised 3,863,182 

The freight contract entered into between the Ministery 
of Munitions and the Australasian Refrigerated Tonnage 
Committee fully provides for the carrying out of the pro- 
gramme of shipments announced last vear, viz.. that the 
total purchases of Government Wool should be finally 
cleared from Australia before 30th September, and from 
New Zealand before 30th November of the present year. 
Unfortunately, through the long delays in turning round 
steamer tonnage in this country, and other disturbing 
factors, it does not appear probable that the freight con- 
tract will be punctually carried out. No effort will be spared 
hy the Ministry of Munitions to exact the performance of 
the Contract as nearly as possible in order to avoid any 
possibility of supplies of Wool in Europe falling below the 
Industrial reuirements during 1920. at the end of which 
vear it is hoped that the responsibility of the Ministry 
in this matter will be virtually at an end. 

Of the above-mentioned Colonial stocks and expected 
further receipts, 2,250.000 bales correspond to Australia. 
and 800.000 bales to New Zealand. It is estimated that 
225.000 bales per month can, with advantage, be marketed 
in this country, about 100.000 bales for export. and about 
125,000 bales for domestic consumption. The Director- 
General of Raw Materials will make the utmost endeavour 
to make up quantity offered at the monthlv auctions as 
nearly as possible to these figures. but it will be evident 
that in some of the qualities most in demand the supply is 


Zales. 








dependent to a very great extent upon the monthly 
arrivals. 
CHINA. 
COTTON CROP IN 1919. 


The vield of cotton in China in 1919 was not uniform, 
owine to the different climatic conditions which prevailed 
in varions provinces. In Chekiang there was a great storm. 
in consequence of which the crop was reduced to the extent 
of 40 per cent. The prevailing price at tae, the cotton 
district in the Province, was Hk. Tls. 27-8 per picul. At 
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Nantung, despite storms which visited the region before and 
after the Alid-Autumn holiday, the vield was good. The 
price here was slightly higher than at Yuyao. ihe vield of 
the ‘Shanghai’ cotton is considered to be fairly eood, and 
is being disposed of at a price similar to that of (he Chekiang 
output. 

Cotton dealers at Shanghai established their offices at 
various centres in the interior to buy the output early in 
the season, but all seem to be suffering more or less loss, 
because snles were not brisk on account ot the advance ot 
silver and the unfavourable rate tor exportation. 

ANOTHER SPINNING Mitt av TSINANFU. 

Another cotton spinning mill is to be added in Shantung 
to the list already reported (see page 88 of the ‘‘Journal” 
of 15th January). lt is understood that the capital will be 
2. 000,000 dols. The site is selected near the Tsin-Pu Rail- 
way Station, and when erected the mill will be called Tien- 
Ho-Yuan Spinning Mill. The number of spindles will be 
30,000, which, together with the necessary machinery, will 
be bought from America, 

Since a scheme of this nature is often dropped owing 6 
the difficulty of realising the required capital, it is difficult 
to foretell whether the mill under contemplation will or will 
not be established. But, judging from the tendency now 
prevalent among the people and the prominence of the 
promoters, it may take a tangible shape much sooner than 
anticipated. 


PRODUCTION AND USE OF CHINA GRASS. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
HONGKONG. 

China grass, called by the Chinese chu-ma, 1s sinjlar in 
quality to ramie, and is usually considered to be the same, 
though really they are fibres of two different plants. It is 
a fibre obtained from a plant of the nettle family which 
grows in China, besides other countries. 


PROPERTIES OF CHINA GRASS. 


The fibre is strong and lustrous, and lends itself to the 
weaving of various materials, especially underclothing, and 
it is used also in the manufacture of incandescent gas 
mantles. It excels all other fibres in its resistance to the 
influence of water, and for that reason is sometimes used 
in making sails for racing yachts where expense 1s no con- 
sideration. China grass contains 78 per cent. of cellulose, 
as compared with 66 per cent. in ramie. Effects resembling 
silk-woven textures are produced with the finest yarns, and 
when dved in delicate shades they give a brilliancy com- 
parable with silk. This fibre is admirably suited tor dress 
goods, table linens, and, in fact, for whatever purposes 
linens are used. In China it is extensively used for making 
cloth, especially the kind of cloth called ‘‘the white summer 
cloth.”’ and also for making napkins, etc. 

China grass differs from all allied textile plants in being 
perennial, and it is said that the quality of the first vear’s 
crop is improved upon in subsequent years. A well-cared-for 
plantation lasts for 80 to 100 years. 


SpInNNING. WEAVING AND DYEING. 


While in strength, resistance, and fineness the fibre equals 
or surpasses the best-known fibres, there 1s a peculiar 
hairiness in it which, while enabling it to combine readily 
with wool, renders it difficult to spin on account of its 
stiffness and brittleness interfering with the twist, and 
rendering the yarn rough, despite the silky smoothness ot 
the individual filaments. Fabrics made with equal propor- 
tions of the fibre and Egyptian and Indian cotton gained in 
strength and gloss, and offered no difficulty in spinning and 
weaving. They also take dyes as well as Egyptian and 
American cotton, and better than Indian cotton, a little 
modification of the mordant and of the strength of the vat 
being necessary with a few colours. 

The hairy nature and length of the fibre point it out as 
likely to compete successfully with wool, especially long- 
shaped kinds, the market value of which is very high in 
comparison. 

CoMPARISON WITH Henp. 


The combined strength and lightness of the fibre and its 
great durability and resistance to water favour its appli- 
cation to the manufacture of ropes, cordage and_ nets. 
In all respects, save price, it is much superior to ordinary 
hemp, and even in the matter of prices it does not compare 
so very unfavourably, as the cost and loss in preparing 
hemp is very considerable. 
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Phe reason why this fibre has not been extensively uy 
the great difficulty that has been experienced in se 
it from the stalk of the plant in which it erows, and fron, 
the gummy substances which adhere to it. As With hem 
Manv announcements ot a successful decorticator hare ly 
ro ° i o oes en 
ae , tnis line hold the possibility of a 
" vorution Ih the world . clothing, cords re and fil 
industries. - re 


sed is 


parating 
made, and successes in 


he . ss 
| In ( uina this grass is found in the north of Juichowfy 
im Wiangsi: at the Hupeh-Hunan border, north of the 
Yangtze ; north-west of Kweichowfu, Szechwan - ie, 
szechwan border, south-west of Cheneti:. Szechwan : nail " 
west of Chungking, Szechwan: south of Fengyvane Andee 
near Tongking border: south-west of Kweilin, Kwa te 
and north of Kanchow. Kiangsi. 5 ange; 

Wotch: . as 

Pennant le — erie several million 
hi , aking cloth, especially the 
white grass cloth, nets and cords. The current price of th 
fibre of first grade is a little over 50 dols. per loa (1330-1 ie 
and that of the ordinary quality ranges from 20 dol 7 
26 dols. Hongkong currency, , ” a 


ROU MANIA, 





WEAVING LOOMS IN OLD NOUMANTA. 
(From H.M. Commercial Si cretary.) 


A list of the weaving mills of g _ 
r : g mills of Old Roumania, which in- 
clude looms for flax and hemp, in addition to cotton. ; 
given below. ~~ 
The list gives the total number of looms i> 
specifies the approximate number devoted to flax and hem 
It is Of some value, as it gives the names of firms wool 
with imported flax and hemp yarns. In addition, ij should 
be stated that the overwhelming preponderance of the caliel 
yarns used are also imported, although these came from 
Germany hefore the war, for the German yarns. though 
said to be of poorer quality, were cheaper than the British 


‘ 


use and 


La iOoMsS for 


Total flax and 

looms, hemp. 

Tesatoria Romana, Pitesti .................. 200 5 
tizescu. and = = Stavarachescu. Branesti. 

Nig cst 135 8) 
Testatoria Mecanico, Successor to 

Draghiceanu and Cristescu, Bucharest 112 4) 
Testatoria Sfantul Luca Str. Calarasi. 

a eae een Qi) 4() 


These mills manufacture coarse linen, also towels and 
table linen, and the second and third manufacture 
tarpaulins. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





SITUATION IN THE HOSIERY TRADE. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
WASHINGTON. 

At the recent annual conference of the National Dry Goods 
Association of the United States it was stated that a decrease 
in production amounting to 12 per cent., due to a 48 hour 
week, has taken place in the knit goods industry. About 
¢ per cent. of the American production was exported in 1919, 
and it was anticipated that the demand for underwear from 
Kurope will more than absorb any surplus stocks which the 
Government may have to dispose of. 

One recent development in the underwear industry has 
heen the increasing demand for underwear of woven fabric. 
It was estimated that seventy-seven firms are now turning 
out this type of garment, and their aggregate production is 
about 13,000,000 dozens annually. The wage increase ll 
New England mills since 1914 has been about 152 per cent. 
making an enormous increase in the cost of manutactured 
goods. The demand for fine grades brought about through 
abnormally high wages was another factor in raising prices. 

It was mentioned that the use of cotton for tyres and other 
mechanical goods is making large inroads on the supply o 
cotton available for wearing apparel. 

It was estimated from statements of the various manufac 
turers present that the American production of hosiery now 
averages about 60 per cent. of normal, although there were 
some who claimed that they were producing as high as 80) of 
90 per cent. of their pre-war quantities. 


— 
— 
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Chemicals and Oils. 


CAMEROONS. 
PETROLEUM RESOURCES. 
ciencral Commissioner on Petrol in France has pre- 


. ‘ ’ . > > ’ ‘= 
ented all the members of the General Committee on Petro 
se t qia aa a.” 





rm 
biit 
: . . ‘ TPL E ise TeTe he 

leum with a sample ol crude petrol um disc overed in t 
Cameroons by one of the chici adiministrators of the Colonies. 


(* 4 a » . — »}° “oyt 
The Committee has therefore decided that the Munister fe 


(‘olonies should he invited to conduct resea ‘ches in the 
Cameroons, and undertake the operations maining eat at 


" ’ ‘ ? A * 4 : "-6 . . + i ; Tes <7 @) 
Duala by the Germans betore the war, In order to increas 


; y " 7 “ ] 1}7 { } 0 } io} , ~~ 
the French national supply of petroteum irom the Colon 


, 
CHINA. 
PETROLEUM RESOURCES OF 
AND SHENSI. 
The Chung Hua Mining Company, under ¢ hinese owner- 
ship, 1S planning to exploit the petroleum resources of the 
Nee | ‘ a > ‘ ¢ e = cre: ss liad 1 
Provinces of Szechuan, Shensi, and Sinkiang, where much 


SZECHUAN 


netroleum has been found. Foreign mining experts, states 
i . ge to i Oo 
the Shanghai press, have been engaged to make the pr 


oha 
liminary surveys. | | 
As the unsettled conditions in “Szechuan and Shensi may 
interfere with the surveying work, the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture and Commerce have limited the surveys to the Province 
of Sinkiang alone, and deferred those In the Provinces of 
Szechuan and Shensi until internal peace 1s vaieemenil, 


ac 
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FRANCE (Alsace). 


POTASH OUTPUT. 

According to the ‘‘Kélnische Zeitung” the daily output o! 
the Alsatian potash industry amounts to 4 OO0-5 000 tons, 
but owing to shortage of transport, daily deliveries do 
not exceed 2,000-3,000. tons, 

The selling syndicate of the Alsatian potash mines ts at 
Mulhouse, and is known by the name ot Societe Commer- 
ciale des Potages d’ Alsace-Lorraine. 





ROU MANIA. 





PAICOI-CONSTANTZA AND CAMPINA- 
GIURGEVO PIPE LINES. 

The ‘‘Moniteur du Pétrole Roumain’’ has recently pub- 
lished an article, describing the pipe lines to Constantza 
and to Giurgévo, from which the following summary has 
hen taken. Notices on the subject have appeared in the 
‘Journal’? from time to time. 

Bartcot-ConstTantza Pire LIne. 

By a Law, dated 14th and 15th March, 1912, it was 
decided to construct a pipe-line for the transport of crude 
petroleum and illuminating oii from  Baicoi to Con- 
stantza. After necessary preliminary surveys had been 
made the work of installing the pipes was commenced about 
July, 1913, followed shortly by the construction of reser- 
voirs and the building of pumping stations at Baicoi, 
Ploesti (Teleajen), Buzau, Hagiene, Cernavoda. The work 
was interrupted, first by the Bulgarian Expedition in 1913, 
and again by the war in 1914, when the closing of the 
Dardanelles, by paralysing the activity of the port of Con- 
stantza. rendered the installation useless. Work, however, 
Was resumed in order to prevent deterioration of the 
materials, and in order that the pipe line should be in 
working order when international relations were 
re-established, 

During the war the reservoirs, pumping stations, and 
sidings were completed, and all the pipe lines laid down 
vith the exception of portions on the bridges over the 
Boreea, Ezer, and Danube. Owing to the delay in the 
itilisation of the pipe lines, however, stocks accumulated. 
It was therefore decided that the original plan should be 
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abandoned and the pipe line used, for the time being, for 
the pumping of illuminating oil from Teleajen to Cerna- 
voda, where it could be loaded on lighters jor transport up 
the Danube. It was also decided that the portion of 
Y-inch pipe between Buzau and Baicoi should be used 
temporarily for the transport of crude petroleum from the 
Buzau district to the Prahova refineries. This work was 
carried out and Ot} the pot Ot hel om q tlic Ya tha I? nt. 
incr gps re Maa - acne ng utilised when Roy 


UNDER GERMAN OCCUPATION. 
Phe German niliitary authorities, seeking more rapid 
mcan 


ns of transporting into Germany large quantities of 
" : 7 *3) ¥ j P ‘ ; . . = , : ap 

petrol and viluminating oil, chose the river, fixing Giurgevo 
as port of departure, and connected Ramadan to the petroli- 
Perous GIStricts ot Pranova by Two pipe lines. utilisine the 
original Ploesti-Constantza line pip mt 

PISA oesti-Constantza line pipes. Altogether about 
100 km. of the 5-inceh pipes of the GOO km. of the old line 
were used for the construction of these two 


. : lines, the 
reserve depots, junctions, ete. 


! as well as small portions of 
the 9 and 10-inch pipes which were interlaced in the Cam- 
pina-Giurgévo line, The Hagieni and Palas reservoirs. 
which remained intact at the evacuation of Valachie. were 
nearly all taken down and the Baicoi-Constantza pipe line 
was rendered useless. 


Camprona-Gicrcevo LIne. 


From Baicoi to Ploesti the original lines were intact. 


rt 


trom Ploesti to Chitilia the pipes were laid parallel with 
the railway. Krom Chitilia, encircling the town of 
Bucharest, they follow the forts to Jilava. where thev tre 


placed along the high road (Bucharest-Giureévo) to 
Dain. From Daia to Giurgéevo they are again by ‘the side 
of the railway. Jn this way the shortest route is obtained. 
At Giurgévo the lines are connected to the reservoirs of the 
station iet to the Steaua Romana company, from 
Which the oil is pumped by two pipes into lighters a‘ 
Ramadan. jetween Baicoi and Giurgevo the Ger- 
man authorities Jaid down three 5-inch pipes, one 
for the transport of petrol from Campina to Baicoi, 
gnother for iluminating oil to the same destination, and 
a third for pumping to Campina crude petroleum brought 
trom Buzau to Baicoi by the original 9-inch pipe. | 

At Campina the first two pipes are connected to reser- 
voirs of the Steaua Romana Company at Poiana, and the 
third (crude petroleum) to the company’s reservoirs at 
Voila. In the Baicoi pumping station 11 reservoirs of 1,600 
cubic metres each receive the products both from Campina 
by the two 5-inch pipes, and from the exploiting sheds by the 
various junctions. Two Erkelenz pumps worked by electric 
motors secure the transport of the products by the pipe lines 
to Ploesti and Giurgévo. ' 


Prorsti1 Pcumpinc STATION. 


The Ploesti pumping station contains six reservoirs of a 
total capacity of about 4,750 cubic metres connected by the 
pipe lines and by a Robinets-Vannes battery to the principal 
refineries in that locality. The oil is forced by means of 
three steam pumps to Giurgévo, where it is stored in six 
reservoirs of about 6,000 cubic metres capacity, which is to be 
increased shortly by 1,600 cubic metres by the repairing of 
two reservoirs damaged by bombardment. From the reser- 
voirs it is pumped into lighters by two pipe lines, 5 inch. in 
diameter and 400 metres in length. 

The installations at Giurgévo are of a temporary 
character, for the German authorities had commenced the 
construction of a pumping station at Ramadan. The choice 
of this site, however, is not a favourable one, the station 
heing built-on sand and in an area liable to Danihe floods. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





GROWTH OF SEED CRUSHING INDUSTRY. 

The amount of cottonseed received at the mills in the 
United States from Ist August to the end of 1919 was 
2,868,795 tons, as compared with 3,220,512 tons during the 
same months in the preceding vear. . 

Statistics compiled by the Bureau of the Census show 
that during these five months in 1919, 2,357,402 tons of 
seed were crushed, as compared with 2,122,825 tons in the 
same period in 1918, and the quantities on hand in the 
mills at the end of the year were 535,118 tons, and 1,138,125 
tons in 1919 and 1918 respectively. 

Exports during the period mentioned in 1919 amounted 
to 13,539,702 pounds, and for 1918 to 4,904,014 pounds, 
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BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 


TRADE WITH CZECHO-SLOVAKIA AND OTHER 
NEWLY-FORMED EUROPEAN STATES. 

With reference to the notice which appeared in the 
‘Board of Trade Journal’ of 19th February (page 274) 
under the above heading, the High Commissioner for 
Australia is now advised by the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment that it has been decided to permit resumption of trade 
with Czecho-Slovakia and other parts of the former Austro- 
Hungarian Empire (with the exception of Hungary), which 
were removed from the Government of Austria by the 
Peace Treaty. Imports from the territories concerned, in- 
cluding those transhipped at intermediate ports, will need 
to be accompanied by Consular certificates of origin speci- 
fying what percentage of the value, if any, is due t« 
labour and/or material of Germany, Austria, Turkey, Bul- 
garia, or Hungary. The importation into Australia of 
coods owing more than 5 per cent. of their value to labour 
and/or material of the countries mentioned will not be 
permitted. 

As regards goods originating in any foreign country with 
which the Commonwealth Government permits trading, re- 
exported to Australia from the United Kingdom, Consular 
certificates are not required, but in lieu thereof the im- 
porter will be required to produce an officially certified copy 
of the British Customs Specification or Shipping Bill. 
whichever is applicable. 








—_—— 


CANADA. 


IMPORTATION OF ASIATIC BEANS. 


lias stated in Memorandum No. 2370 B, dated 28th 
January, 1920. which has been issued by the Department 
of Customs. Canada. that Collectors of Customs are re- 
quested to withhold delivery of East India or Oriental 
Beans, or Beans of Asiatic or East India origin, pending 
receipt of a report from the authorities of the Department 
of Health. 

Samples of such beans intended for importation must be 
forwarded by the Collectors of Customs to the nearest 
Laboratory of the Denartment of Health for examination 
as to the quantity of Prussic Acid which they contain. 








IMPORTATION OF INTOXICATING LIQUORS. 


The Regulations issued by the Dominion Government 
prohibiting the importation of Intoxicating Lianors into 
Canada have been cancelled, with effect as and from Ist 
January, 1920. 








SOUTH AFRICA. 


RESTRICTIONS ON EXPORTATION OF 
FOODS. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial 
Office, copy of a telegram from the Controller of Exports 
and Imports at Pretoria to the High Commissioner for the 
Union of South Africa, respecting the exportation of foods 
from the Union. The telegram states that no exports of 
butter, bran, bacon, ham, flour, cheese, eggs, maize, oats, 
rice, or wheat, are allowed oversea at present. Permission 
has been given to export 85.000 bags of maize meal which 
were at coast ports on 28th November. 1919, but no other. 
Meat placed in cold storage prior to Ist January will be 
“lowed to be exported. 











WEST AFRICA. 
IMPORTATION OF SPIRITS. 


The Board of Trade have received information through 
the Colonial Office that the special restrictions imposed in 
March, 1919. en the importation into West Africa of all 
spirits except Trade Spirits (which are prohibited), have 
been withdrawn. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 
GAMBIA. 
INCREASED DUTY ON IMPORTED 


SPIRITS. 
by a Resolution of the Legislative Council passed on 12th 
January, 1920, the duty on spirits imported into the Colony 
as specified in Schedule A of the Customs Tariff (Console 
tion} Ordinance, 1915 (No. 21 of 1915) has been amended 
aud the icllowing duty substituted therefor :— | 
Spirits other than perfumes, non-potable spirits and 
drugs and medicines containing spirits : — 
Of or under standard strength, per Imperial gallon or 
part thereof, 15s. 7 
Or strength greater than standard strength, for each 
degree or part of a degree above standard strength 
an additional 4d. ? 
Provided that in the case of spirits other than brandy 
and whisky under standard strength an abatement shall be 
allowed at the rate of 23d. for every degree of strength 
below 50 degrees down to a minimum of 26 degrees. after 
which no turther abatement shall be allowed. _ 





GOLD COAST. 


INCREASED IMPORT DUTIES ON 
SPIRITS. 

It is provided in the Customs Tariff Amendment Ordinance 
1920 (No. 1 of 1920), which was assented to on 16th 
January, 1920, that the Schedule of Import Duties attached 
to Ordinance No. 7 





: ¢ ot 1915, shall be further amended by 
deleting Item 19 and by substituting the following item 
relating to the duties leviable on spirits on their importe- 
tion into the Geld Coast Colony, viz. :— 

19. (a) On brandy, whisky, gin, rum, liqueurs, and mis. 
cellaneous spirits and strong waters, not being sweetened 
or mixed with any article so that the degree of strength 
cannot be ascertained by Tralles’s alcoholometer, per 
Imperial gallon or part thereof, 15s. | 

And for every degree or part of a degree in excess of ; 
strength of 50 per centum as ascertained by Tralles’s 
alcoholometer, an additional duty per Imperial gallon or 
part thereof, 5d. 

(b) On alcoholic bitters, gin, and _ liqueurs, being 
sweetened or mixed with anv article so that the degree of 
strength cannot be ascertained as aforesaid, per Imperial 
gallon or part thereof, 15s. 

(c) On brandy, rum, and miscellaneous spirits or strong 
waters being sweetened or mixed with any article so that 
the degree of strength cannot be ascertained as aforesaid. 
per Imperial gallon or part thereof, £1 10s. 

[Note.—The duty on methylated and other non-potable 
spirits, admitted to entrv as such by the Comptroller o 
Customs, shall he calculated at the ad valorem rate.) 





FORRIGN. 
ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 





RATE OF EXCHANGE FOR ASSESSMENT 
OF AD VALOREM DUTIES. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of telegraphic intormé 
iion from Buenos Aires to the effect that a Resolution 
the Argentine Minister of Finance, dated 14th February. 
has been issued which provides that where import duty }§ 
levied on the declared value of the goods, such value shall 
be computed at the rate of exchange current on the date 
of the invoice for merchandise imported inte the Argentine 
Republic from the United Kingdom, France, Belgium. 
Italy, Germany, and Austria, 








AUSTRIA. 
IMPORTATION OF CHARITABLE GIFTS 
EXEMPT FROM CUSTOMS DUTY 


AND IMPORT TICENCE. 


The Board of Trade have received a translation of 4 
Ordinance of the Austrian State Department of Finance 
under which certain charitable gifts of food, clothing, et 
from abroad, for the consumption of the population ¢ 
Austria, will be exempted from Customs duty and, in ¢& 
tain circumstances, from Customs examination. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 








The Ordinance provides as tollows : — 

Charitable gifts arriving from abroad for Societies 
ancl Associations ot General Utility, Foreign Relief 
Missions, Foreign Diplomatic Representative Bodies. 
and Austrian State, Provincial, and Municipal 
Authorities, for the purpose of distribution among 
the poor, shall be treated as articles exempt from 
duty. and generally no special vouchers will be required for 
these consignments if there is no doubt that they are 
genuine gifts. Charitable gifts, however. arriving for 
private charitable associations, are only exempt from duty 
if distribution takes place under control of a Government 
or Local authority and a certificate to that effect signed by 
such authority is produced. 

In the case of gifts to the Red Cross and to Foreign 
Diplomatic Bodies, the exemption from duty also extends 
to medicinal drugs, dressings, and other nursing equipment. 

Charitable gifts sent by parcels post to private individuals 
are similarly exempt from duty if it is proved bv the cor- 
respondence referring to them, or other suitable vouchers, 
that they are destined for the household use of the 
addressee. 

Ready-made clothing of great value, perfumes, and other 
luxury goods. are excluded from the above exemptions, but 
foodstuffs of high value, which are consumed by wide classes 
of the population. such as coffee, tea, chocolate, ete., are 
to benefit by the ordinance. Tobacco, accompanying gifts. 
inan amount not exceeding the limit which may be imported 
free by travellers (10 cigars, 25 cigarettes, or 35 grammes 
pipe tobacco). will also be entitled to exemption. 

The Customs Houses are further authorised, apart from 
the traffic in charitable gifts, to pass, without special import 
permits. food parcels weighing five kilogrammes or less. 
which contain foodstuffs of kinds consumed by large classes 
of the population, such as flour. rice, pulses. macaroni. oil, 
fat. and condensed milk. provided that anv luxury food- 
stuffs, such as colonial goods, spices. southern fruit and 
chocolate, which are enclosed, do not amount to more than 
per cent. of the whole 





BRAZIL. 


EXPORT OF MEAT AND SUGAR 
PROHIBITED. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt of telegraphic informa- 
tion from H.M. Ambassador at Rio de Janeiro to the effect 
that the exportation from Brazil of meat and sugar has 
been prohibited. and that other foodstuffs may be added 
ta the list of prohibited articles, 





—_—_——— - ——_— —- —— —__ - —_——~e 


DENMARK. 


PROHIBITION OF THE IMPORTATION OF 
CERTAIN GOODS, MANUFACTURED 
ENTIRELY FROM, OR CONTAIN- 

ING, SUGAR. 


The Board ot Trade are in receipt of a translation of a 
Proclamation, issued by the Danish Home Office on 23rd 
February, which provides that the undermentioned goods 
may only be imported under licence issued by the Ministry 
ot the Interior : — 

No. in Danish 
Customs Tariff. - 





4] All fruit and fruit pulp, preserved in syrup. 
spirit, or oil: fruit svrup, jams, candied 
fruit and peel. 


4 Chocolate for cooking, in cakes. blocks, and 
the like. 

24] Cakes, dough for cakes, confectionery, and 
similar manutactures, prepared — with 


sweetened substances, e.g.. bonbons, barley 
sugar, preserves, jams, pastilles. and 
sugared plums: sugared biscuits and 
cakes, liquorice jiuce and liquorice goods 
of all kinds. except liquorice in blocks or 
sticks, weighing at least 5 kilogs per 100 
sticks. | 

243 Candy and sugar in loaves, sheets. cakes, 
and the like, whole or divided, imitation 
honey ; powdered sugar with a polarisation 
of over 98 per cent.; also grape sugar or 
starch sugar. or grape or starch svrup: 
and caramel. 








CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued 








214 Powdered sugar with a polarisation of more 
than 86 per cent., but not more than 98 
per cent. 

Powdered sugar with a polarisation of 86 per 
cent. and under; common syrup and dis- 
solved and other liquid sugar, including 
cane juice, from which the sugar has not 
been separated; molasses, and_ so-called 
beetroot dregs. 

Sweetstuffs, except saccharine, included in 
No. 6 (chemical preparations, ete.). 

The prohibition extends to the above-mentioned goods. 
even if they are imported in hermetically-sealed packets. 
In the case of goods bought abroad, which have not been 
received, the Home Office will decide if, and to what extent. 
the goods may be imported. 


B65....ffj 





CERTAIN EXPORT PROHIBITIONS 
WITHDRAWN. 

A Notice at page 203 of the ‘‘Board of Trade’ Journal’’ 
for 5th February set out a complete list of the goods. the 
export of which from Denmark was prohibited. The Board 
of Trade are now in receipt of copy of an Order, issued bv 
the Danish Ministry of Justice on 10th February, which 
provides that the prohibition on the export from Denmark 
of the following goods shall be withdrawn: —- 

Clogs, wooden, finished and unfinished. 

Cocoa butter. 

Game of all kinds. 

Glass vessels. 

Linoleum. 

Tobacco manufactured—cigars, cigarettes. and smoking 
and chewing tobacco. 


FRANCE. 








EXPORTATION OF MONEY. 


In virtue of a French Law of 3rd April, 1918, the sum of 
money which may be taken out of France by persons leaving 
the country is limited to 1,000 francs. This limitation is 
a source of considerable inconvenience to foreign commercial 
travellers who frequently recover, just prior to leaving the 
country, a sum of money which they were obliged to deposit 
on entering the country as duty on samples, with the result 
that the total sum in their possession exceeds 1,000 francs. 

The French Customs Authorities have now, however. 
issued instructions that foreign commercial travellers visit- 
ing France may, on leaving the country, be permitted to 
export freely the sums which they deposited on entering the 
country, even when the addition of this sum to the monev 
they are already carrving raises the total above 1,000 francs. 





FXPORT PROHIPITION ON HORSES, MULES 
AND ASSES RE-IMPOSED. 


A French Ministerial Decree of 28th February, published 
in the ‘Journal Officiel’’ for 29th February, repeals the 
Decree of 19th November last, which temporarily suspended 
the prohibition on the export from France of horses, mules 
and asses. (See the notice at page 666 of the issue of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for 27th November last.) 

The exportation of these animals from France except 
under licence, is, therefore, again prohibited. 


FRANCE (Madagascar). 








REDUCED CUSTOMS DUTIES ON CERTAIN 
TRON AND STEEL TUBES. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of an Arrété of the Acting Governor-General of 
Madagascar and its Dependencies, dated 3lst December last. 
which promulgates in the Colony a French Presidential! 
Decree of 4th October last. 

This Decree (noted on page 488 of the issue of the ‘‘Board 
of Trade Journal’’ of 16th October last) removed the ‘‘co- 
efficients of increase,”’ established by the Presidential Decree 
of 8th July, 1919, in respect of certain iron and steel tubes, 
lap welded or pressed and seamless. when their internal 
diameter is at least 30 millimetres and the thickness of their 
walls at least 3 millimetres. 
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4 lela : 
GERMANY. No. in German 
vp TT T Do TTR DAPTAT \ , Statistical Index. 
PROHIBITION Oj THE ENPORTATION — OF tioned or do not fall under other numbers 
CERTAIN WARES OF STONE AND OTHER by reason of their combination with other 
MINERAL SUBSTANCES. materials and wre not included in the 
> , 4 ™ ; > } Hyeeyorte: ’ *s We 2h 1¢ 1, S ft 
A Proclamation of 24th February, published in the ine ly-worked decorative artic! OL No, 
i Deutscher Reichsanzeiger” of 26th February, probibits the _— ( nti? | a = 
. exportation without licence of the following ogods (falling ron — Th Vahic plates ror printing QO} pictures, 
' 4 ; ‘ ‘ . ry ae 6 - oh "@! ot } ‘ ‘ . ea) yegay ye 
7 under Category XIII of the German Customs Tariff), which read of imitation gold on ier and of 
: oilt or silvered animal fibres (//ditehen). 


also lace wares (trimmings, ribbons, cords. 


and braids). tissues) and buttonmakers’ 
wares (even with foundation of wood. 
hone. horn or leather) ot imitatiop rol or 
silver thread, not mixed wich other 
threads, and with a core ot textile 
materials, 


were previously exempt from export licence. (See ‘*Board 
of Trade Journal” of 22nd January, page 129.) 
No. in German 
Statistical Index. 

GS8/, Writing slates, with or without frames of 

any kind: slate pencils, even if painted. 

i covered with paper, or set in wood. 
i Ga ande Articles of luxury, of other stones than tal 








i ‘ . . . . "aA Tac » ba pegs . ar , ‘ > ot silvere ae 
i (Speckstein), combined with other materials \ Bree < “i . . partly a im unr ' dol 
4 » “4 . "EeY- ‘ ’ q ’ Le s ro rat ; ‘y 
' than wood or iron, provided they do not silve plate : “a meta | ' i. they 
uf ' . are ne specialiy exce dd, Or Fa ler 
# fall under other numbers by reason of such on apis A ian = cee: SF | re ley 
i combination. ot 1@} num — \ one OT Thelr Colmbina. 
F | tion with other materials :— 
| ; ; R25 Articles of adornment, and toilet, and 
( PROHIBITION OF THE EXPORTATION trinkets. 
’ . a Syoery ror ‘ ° ‘ TSI CY 1 & > anreacn ‘ _ ‘ 
OF ELECTRO-TECHNICAL PRODUCTS. 88540 Rosaries, all kinds, 
| f 885¢ Other wares. 
A Proclamation of 20th) February, published in’ the R85 Imitation gold leaf 
issih: Miadieiiidad® ih Mie Dies | sie er S86 mitation gold leat. 
a a oC Ue Foes FP eng cp 887 Cloisonné wares: beads of base metals op It 
the exportation without licence of the following goods (tall- Rickie ieee lela au: waned a 
» ‘ ‘ ¥ ° + ‘ rt . *\ < ‘ . sis ° 0 
r under Category 2 , of » Germ: istoms Tariff), site -_ ‘. "a | 
ing under ¢ egory XV IT, of the German Customs Van i | R88 Thread of base metals or their allovs and outs 
the exportation of which was previously allowed without nm ertee Kies shies corde sl 
; 4) ye) i $ >). c*is - , ) Cah , < io ‘4 ~ :_ / . ‘ti . , itt . my ‘ see: 
an wea “ ' ™ ~~ oe arig" rh * : rere a ) ) — braids), tissues and buttonmiakers’ wares 
ni ar "< > « ‘lhe ZO ‘eoruary, o @&  # { : z ; 4 . ’ 
sg rade Journal” of Zorn February, p (even with foundation of wood, bone, horn 
»?° ‘ " ° 
is o im ne 4. and leather) of such threads, not mixed | 
Statistical 7 | ' ' ; with other threads, and with «© core of 
i) er OG Spare parts for electrical machines, except textile materials [N 
te ar < "eS < 5 _— rs. ve) i: _ i: , “ -_e ~~ 
die , sag oe ne allect _ T i R89 Busks and similar articles of iron, steels for = * 
Hit er S10 Arc lamps (except ctier y yore reas corsets, trusses, and similar articles of base pers 
4) F ne . . : . ‘ rk: a 1 [* >.>? ; ; 
ny — ‘ canines ie ak ). 1 an _ _— metals or their allovs, entirely or partly “Op 
i "ape . ys artz a ar lamps. , ‘ware 
thy rape! eee) Yan — tg Ginecnnaellne et. covered or spun round with thread or wares Trad 
we ( omplete cases for tnese lamps combined thereof 
he . : ail — o , —_*? coun 
ass He ‘Overe \ ; )! 0} ) ls ; ; i 
\\ ith ola globe S. “ve I’¢ a \ ith Ie tw kK , . RO), \W ire (braids. hasket-ework. eli :o ()] hase In 
not; parts of arc lamps (except specially metals or their alloys. coated. enveloped tradi 
. . : ‘ i ‘ 1t> ‘ « a, ‘ ‘ 2 
> ~~ » . , ‘ ~ . ‘ , ¢ oe ‘ : Pa | ’ aie 
constructe : lamp for cinematographs and covered or spun round. far other (electro- to 
> , sy T° a . » 
a wi in ean” aian ). , : technical) purposes, hat frames. etc, Intel 
cr 912 Klectric apphances for heating and cooking, eet ; a | Rue without seen 
. : : R91 }: Gas merers, water meters, Withowc Cock 
heating lamps (not combined with platinum ead Ap 
. on h articles soo theD 
) yr an < > SUCH artic rr =. - m ° + , 4 ” ‘ a a . 
or gold), and parts of Phe following articles from Category XVIT niav also he hehe 








exported without licence : | 
PROHIBITION OF THE EXPORTATION OF Satety lamps for miners, 
CERTAIN BASE METALS AND THEIR | Safety pins. 

ALLOYS AND WARES OF SUCH | oo ——__—_---— UNE 
METALS AND ALLOYS. SPAIN. 





The ‘Deutscher Reichsanzeiger’’ of 25th and 26th ae a 
February contains Proclamations which prohibii the expor- CUSTOMS DUTY ON COAL TAR DYES ‘adie, 
tation without licence of all goods falling under Sections ; i For 
B—H of Category XVII of the German Customs Tariff, viz.. INCREASED. biheed 
aluminium, lead, zinc (including Britannia metal), nickel, a ee a a eee 
copper, and alloys of these metals and wares of these base foval Order, dated 14th February, which provides that, Th Seal 
metals or of alloys thereof. . , Consequence ot representations made hy Spanish dve mantl- Secret 

These Proclamations supersede all previous Proclamations Sciatica: slit Mladen debe -sddieiiad the “Minimun” Tariff, 1920. 
affecting the exportation of the above-mentioned goods, on dves derived from ceal tar imported into Spain, shall, 

ene fonowing goods, however, may still be exported for a period of ten vears. be fixed at 4 pesetas per kilog. AUS’ 
weemous Monmce :- The new ‘Minimum’? Tariff rates, together with the old. FA) 
No. in German for purposes of comparison, are set out below :— Melbo 
Statistical Index. = _ . | ei aah Siar sal Britis 

S48 Spun aluminium and lace wares (trimmings, of Duty of Dutw. particr 

ribbons, cords, braids), tissues and button- By tol Pt: . (‘ts POSIt10 

makers’ wares (with or without foundation eT i Ptas. ¢ so pag to pay 

of wood, bone, horn or leather) of spun Parifi No. Articles. per kilog, per keg United 

aluminium, not mixed with other threads. 24a Dyes derived from coal tar, P afer 
er RAO Aluminium foul. mn powder or crystals ia a ; (HI epart 
er 53a Printing plates and stereotype plates. mao Thiocarbon ae ee : 0 “ 

854¢ Art castings and other fine wares of lead, 20 Dyes derived from coal tar, 0 50 2 ™ TEX 

especially those painted, bronzed, lacquered, in paste or liquid: ......... . ~ for the 
or coated with base metals or their alloys; sosmninsnniai — goods « 
15.09 


lead wares combined with other materials, NETHERLANDS 3,00 


provided they are not previously mentioned 370 
Jj. / 


ov fi nder other bers by reas ' ’ io en 8 _ 
wv fall under other numbers by reason of EXPORT PROHIBITIONS RELANED. 300 





their combination with other materials, ; 70) 
and are not included in the finely-worked The Board of Trade are in receipt of information from 90 
decorative articles of No. 887a. _ H.M. Commercial Secretary at The Hague to the effect 40 
859h fine zine wares, especially all those painted, that the prohibition on the exportation of the following All t 
bronzed, varnished, lacanered, volished, or | ~~ good¢ from the Netherlands has been temporarily raised :— Parti, 
covered with base metals or their allovs: Live cattle, including bulls for rearing purposes. spected 
zinc wares combined with other materials, Motor cycles and fittings therefor. 115, Vi 


provided they are not previously men- | Motor cars and fittings therefor. 


HI 
Cb 


he 
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—continued. 








Phosphatic fodder lime. 

Walnuts and Brazil 
other nuts: 
almonds). 

Dried fruit (apples, pears, prunes, bananas, apricots, 
peaches, dates, figs, currants, raisins, carob beans). 

Staves, bottoms, and iron hoops. 

Oil-containing seeds and 


nuts, chestnuts. 


hazelnuts. and 
- kernels of 


stone fruits (including 


Waste thereof, horticultural 
seeds (except pulse), sugar-beet seed, fodder-beet 
seed, and mangold seed. 

Pulse meal (except peas and pedigree beans meal), 
linseed cakes and meal, rapeseed cakes and meal, 
groundnut cakes and meal, cottonseed cakes and 
meal, other cattle fodder cakes, meal, and waste 
therefrom, pulp, hogs’ wash, ete. 

Mecula and products manufactured therefrom (except 
potato flour and products manufactured therefrom, 
or maize). 

All products of oats, wheat, spelt, rye, barley, and 
buckwheat, with ‘the exception of— 

(a) Meal and flour of wheat, spelt and rve. 
(b) Groats. 

Coifee, coffee essence, and tea. 

Chemical weighing appliances, mathematical, physical, 
and: chemical instruments, except those manufac- 
tured from platinum. 

All ash and slags (metal by-products), except ash and 
slags from precious metals and jewellers’ sweepings. 

Honey and bee hives containing honeycomb. 

It should be noted that sulphate of ammonia is prohibited 
to he exported from the Netherlands to Dutch possessions 
outside Europe, as well as to other destinations. 


-_ 
—— 


Openings for British Trade. 


(NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings”? by applying to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, and quoting the specific reference number and 
country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to 


the «gel of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise 
stated. 











BRITISH EMPIRE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 

TENDERS INVITED. 
COTTON WASTE.—Tenders are invited by the Corporation 
of Trinity House for the supply of cotton waste for the year 
ending 31st} March, 1921. 


Forms (3! 





tender, with all necessary information, may be ob- 
tamed and samples inspected at Trinitv House, Tower Hill. 
London, E.C.3, between the hours of 10.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. 
Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received by the 
ty Tiinity House, as above, up to 10 a.m. on 15th March, 











AUSTRALIA. 

FANCY GOODS AND TEXTILES.—A 
Melbourne, and holding the 
British manufacturers. 
particularly 


firm, established in 
representation of a number of 
desire to secure further agencies, more 
for fancy goods and soft goods. The firm are in a 
position tu handle both large and small Jines, and are prepared 
‘0 pay for resulting business through their representatives in the 
United Kinedom. (Reference No. 315.) 

Applicatic ns for names and addresses must be sent to the 

Department of Overseas Trade. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

TEXTILES.—The Agent-General for Victoria invites tenders 
for the supply and delivery, f.o.b. London, of the following 
goods ‘_— ; 

15.000 vards of U.B. calico. 

§,009 yards of dowlas. 

3,700 vards of beaverskin. 

5,000 yards of moleskin, plain. 

709 vards of moleskin, printed. 
900 dozen pairs of cotton hose (men’s and youths ). 
400 dozen pairs of cotton hose (women’s). 

All to sample. 
Particulars of requirements may be obtained and samples in- 
spected at the offices of Messrs. John Coates and Co., Ltd.. 
115, Victoria Street. Westminster, London, S.W.1. 




















OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE —continued. 





Tenders are to be returned to the Agent-General for Victoria, 
Melbourne Place, Strand, W.C.2. not later than 11 a.m. en the 
17th March. 

ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
AUSTRALIA. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Ottice ot the 
High Commissioner foy Australia, Australia House, Strand, 
London, W.C.2, whence further information may be obtained :— 

BRUSHWARE, LEATHER GOODS, AND PERFUMERY. 
—An Australian, with well-established “connections throughout 
the Commonwealth, is now visiting England, and desires to get 
into touch with manufacturers of brushware, leather goods, and 
periumery ; desiring reliable representation in Australia.  (Re- 
ference No. 18/3/5.) 

TENTILES, PHOTOGRAPHY, ETC.—Two Australian com- 
mercial travellers, at present in London, are desirous of obtaining 
agencies in textiles, photography, and speciality lines. The 
applicants have a very good connection throughout Australia, 
and would be pleased to arrange interviews with manufacturers. 
(Reference No. 290 1/14.) 

| Note.—Replies should be sent direct to the Official Secretary, 
Commonwealth of Australia Commercial Information Bureau, 
at the above address, quoting the relative reference number. | 





CANADA. 
TOBACCOS, CIGARETTES, MINERAL WATERS, ETC.— 


An old-established resident in Vancouver, having good connec- 
tions, desires to represent United Kingdom suppliers of tobacco, 


cigarettes, mineral waters, etc., in the Province of British 
Columbia. (Reference No. 316.) | ee 
CUTLERY, LEATHER GOODS. AND SMOKERS’ SUN- 


DRIES.—A commission broker in Winnipeg. desireg to represent 
United Kingdom suppliers of cutlery, leather (wallets, 


goods 
handbags, etc.), and tobacco sundries (pipes, cigarette cases, 


etc.), on a commission basis, for the whole of Canada. (Refer- 
ence No. 3517. ae " 
DRUGGISTS’ SUNDRIES, FANCY GOODS, SMOKERS 


SUNDRIES. TOYS, ETC.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents 
and wholesale jobbers in St. John, New Brunswick, desire to 
represent United Kingdom suppliers of druggist sundries, patent 
medicines, soap, perfumes, leather goods, toys, motor accessories, 
and confectionery, on a commission or consignment basis, for 
the Dominion of Canada and Newfoundland. (Reference No. 
O18. ) 

HOSIERY. UNDERWEAR. BLANKETS, TOWELLINGS, 
AND CAMBRICS.—A manufacturers’ agent in Vancouver de- 
sires to represent United Kingdom suppliers of hosiery, under- 
wear. blankets. towellinos, ecambrics, etc., On a commission basis, 
from Port Arthur to the Pacific Coast. (Reference No. $19.) ; 

DRUGGISTS’ SUNDRIES, ETC.—A firm of manufacturers 
agents in Winnipeg desire to represent United Kingdom suppliers 
of druggists’ sundries, soap, sponges, chamois, bandages, rubber 
coods, patent preparations, purses, p cket books, and advertising 
novelties, on a commission basis, for the whole of Canada. ' A 
partner of the firm is in England and is prepared to interview 
enqiurers. (Reference No. 320.) . 

COTTON AND WOOLLEN GOODS.—A  manuiacturers 
agent, with an excellent connection in the lines mentioned desires 
to represent United Kingdom suppliers of cotton and woollen 
drv goods in Canada. (Reference No. 321.) 

LEATHER OF ALL KINDS AND HIDES.—A firm of leather 
dealers and importers in Montreal desire to represent L nited 
Kingdom suppliers of leather of all kinds, and hides. The — 
cant will either buy outright, or accept agencies on constanmen 
and sell on a commission hasis, for the whole of Canada. (Retfer- 
‘nee No. 322.) hte 
GROCERY SUNDRIES. FRUITS. AND VINEGAR. A 
commission broker in Victoria, British Columbia, deshes to obtain 
agencies, on a commission basis, for British Columbia, from 
United Kingdom suppliers of jams, jellies, candied peels, fruits, 
Vinegars, and general grocery lines. (Reference No. 522a.) 

MACHINERY. MILL AND ENGINEERS’ Sl PI LIES.—A 
firm in Montreal is desirous of representing a 
suppliers of machinery, and mill and engineers —— —° 
commission or sales basis, for the Provinces of Quebec, Neé ‘ 
Brunswick, and Nova Scotia. The firm are principally inte! ened 
in twist drills, milling ~— reamers, gauge glasses, beitings, 
iles, ete ‘ference No. 325.) a 
MT SEXTILES, DRESS GOODS. AND SILK SPECIALITIES.— 
A commission agent with many years’ experience of the cloth 
trade, who will be leaving England on the drd April for Hamilton, 
Ontario, desires to represent United Kingdom suppliers of = 
tiles generally. but particularly requires dress goods hay silk 
specialities. The applicant will cover the Provinces of Ontario 
and Quebec. (Reference No 323a.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent 
Department of Overseas Trade. _ 
ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 

CANADA . 

The following enquiries have been received at the Office o! the 


to the 


) ‘ Ta we \. ere) ’ ] 
Hich (‘ommissioner tor ( anada, 19, \ ictol la Street, pa i 
SW.1. All replies should be sent direct to the foregoing address. 


HARDWARE, CHEMICAL PRODUCTS, CHINA AND 
GLASS WARE, LEATHER, ETC.—A Montreal firm of he agg 
sion merchants desire to take up the Canadian representation o 
United Kingdom manufacturers of hardware, chemical pie 
chinaware, crockery, glassware, toilet soap, brushes, and ‘eather 
goods. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





OPTICAL GLASS.--A Canadian correspondent, now in Lon- 
don, wishes to get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers 
uf optical glass. 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A Montreal firm of manu- 
facturers’ agents seek agencies of United Kiigdom manufacturers. 

ENGINEERING REQUISITES.—A firm of sales engineers at 
Montreal desire to secure the representation of United Kingdom 
engineering firms. 

TOILET REQUISITES.—A _ correspondent at London, 
Ontario, asks to be placed in touch with manufacturers in 
Great Britain of ladies’ high-class toilet requisites, including 
face creams, powders, hand jellies, foot preparations, soaps. 
perfumes, etc. 


CANADIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER’S ENQUIRIES. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 73, 

sasinghall Street, London, E.C.2. whence further information 
may be obtained :— 

MOTHER-OF-PEARL SHELL.—A Canadian company is open 
to purchase supplies of Australasian mother-of-pear] shell, and 
invites offers. 

PLAID SLIPPER CLOTH, AND FLANNELETTE.—A 
Canadian manufacturing firm wishes to purchase supplies of plaid 
slipper cloth, and printed flannelette, and would be pleased to 
receive offers from United Kingdom manufacturers. 

COCONUT AND BLOWN RAPESEED OIL.—A_ Canadian 
manufacturing company wish to be placed in correspondence 
with United Kingdom exporters of coconut oi! and blown rape- 
seed oil. 

MARKETS SOUGHT. 

BRIGHT BOLTS AND NUTS.—A Canadian firm is open to 
export bright bolts and nuts. 

TWIST DRILLS AND FILES.—-A Canadian manufacturer 
enquires for British importers of twist diills and files. 

OIL BURNERS.—A Canadian company’ manufacturing 
patented oil burners for use in foundries, boiler, machine and 
repair shops, is desirous of getting into touch with firms pre- 
pared to handle their burners in the United Kingdom. 

TOOL AND IMPLEMENT HANDLES, CLOTHES PINS, 
WOODENWARE, ETC.—A Canadian company manufacturing 
tool and implement handles, clothes pins, household woodenware, 
etc.. desire to hear from United Kingdom buyers. 

BOX SHOOKS.—A British Columbia firm are in a position to 
fill orders in box shooks (fir or spruce), and invite enquiries from 
United Kingdom buyers. 





NEW ZEALAND. 

FOODSTUFFS (GROCERY LINES). MOTOR ACCES- 
SORIES, TOBACCOS, FANCY GOODS, NOVELTIES, ETC.— 
A Wellington agent desires to secure agencies on British firms 
for foodstuffs (grocery lines), motor accessories, tobacco, fancy 
goods, “novelties, etc., and proposes to work on a_ wholesale 
indent basis, or any other approved method to be mutually 
agreed upon. The territory to be covered is the North Island 
of New Zealand with probably a sub-agent for the South Island. 
The enquirer has experience extending over six years in the 
Dominion, and was for some time in charge of the indenting 
department of a well-known firm dealing principally in engineering 
lines. (Reference No. 324.) 

MOTOR AND CYCLE TYRES. MOTOR ACCESSORIES AND 
ELECTRICAL AND ENGINEERING REQUIREMENTS.—A 
well-known firm of machinery importers, indentors, and agents 
in Christchurch, desire to get into touch with United Kingdom 
firms interested in motor and cycle tyres, motor accessories, 
electric wires and cables, electric conduit (screwed) bends and 
fittings, electric motors (alternating and direct current), engin- 
eers’ machine tools, engineers’ screw cutting lathes, and_ fire 
prevention and extinguishing apparatus The firm state that 
they would prefer to get in touch with actual manufacturers of 
these lines, and in the event of business resulting, have the neces- 
sary arrangements whereby shipments could be paid for in London, 
against shipping documents. (Reference No. 526.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

TENDERS INVITED. 

OVERHEAD TRAVELLING (CRANEo.—The  Officer-in- 
Charge of the Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner in New Zealand 
has forwarded a copy of the specification, conditions of contract 
and tender, and plan of transverse section of goods shed in 
connection with a call for tenders by the New Zealand Railways 
for the supply and delivery of two overhead three motor electric 
travelling cranes for the new goods shed at Christchurch. 

Copies of the specification, etc., may be obtained at the 
District Railway Storekeepers’ Offices at Newmarket, Addington, 
Hillside. and the Contro!ler of Stores’ Office, Wellington, where 
a plan of the transverse section of the goods shed may be seen 

The time for the receipt of tenders has been extended from noon 
20th March to noon 3lst Mav. Tenders should be addressed to 
the General Manager. New Zealand Railways, Wellington. 

The above-mentioned copy of specification, etc., may be con- 
sulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Office of the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.C.2. 

WIRE ROPES.—The Officer-in-Charge has also forwarded a 
copy of the specification, conditions of contract and tender 
forms in connection with a call for tenders by the Public 
Works Department. Wellington. for the supply and delivery 
of wire ropes for the Buller River Suspension Bridge. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





Copies ol the specication, etc.., May be obtained at the 
Public Works Offices, Auckland. Christchurch, Dunedin, and 
Wellington. 

Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received by the 
Secretary, Public Works Tenders Board, Government Buildings, 
Wellington, up to noon on 3lst March. Tenders must be accom. 
panied by a deposit of £50.. 

The above-mentioned copy of specification, etc., may be con- 
sulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Office, Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 73. Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2. 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited. and this intimation, therefore, will be of use only 
to firms having agents in New Zealand who can be instructed 
by cable. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 
CLOTH. DRAPERY, HOSIERY, ETC.—A Port Elizabeth firm 


of merchants and manufacturers’ agents desire to get into touch 
with United Kingdom suppliers of cloth, drapery, hosiery, and 
dress materials. (Reference No. 326.) 

STRING AND TWINE.—<An agent in Durban desires to obtain 
an agency for a United Kingdom firm for string and twine. (Re- 
ference No. 327.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


BRITISH WEST INDIES, 

GLASSWARE.—A firm of manufacturers’ representatives and 
commission agents in Barbados desire to secure the agency of a 
United Kingdom manufacturer of glassware (tumblers and 
chimneys principally). The firm are willing to supply informa. 
tion and to submit samples if necess (Reference No. 328.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to.the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





EE nT 


EGYPT. 

CLOTHING. FOOTWEAR, HOSIERY. POLISHES. ETC.— 
A recently-established Swiss commission agent in Cairo is seeking 
the representation of United Kingdom firms dealing in women’s 
and mens clothing. footwear, hosiery, polishes (boot, metal. 
furniture). and whiskey. (Reference No. 329.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


EUROPE. 





BELGIUM. 

YARNS.—A dealer in Renaix desires to represent a British 
firm for the sale of cotton and woollen yarns, on a commission 
basis The applicant has had considerable experience in this 
trade. (Reference No. 330.) 

COTTON AND WOOLLEN MATERIALS AND LININGS.— 
An applicant at Ensival-Verviers wishes to obtain an agency for 
the sale of woollen and cotton materials and linings (Italians, 
printed linings, etc.). ‘Lhe applicant has been in the business for 
25 years, and claims to be well introduced with wholesale houses, 
which he visits regularly. (Reference No. 301.) 

MACHINE TOOLS. WELDLESS STEEL TUBES. SMALL 
TOOLS, ETC.—A Belgian trading company established near 
Liege desire to act as agents on commission for British suppliers 
of machine tools. weldless steel tubes, small tools. ete. The 
system of selling from stocks on consignment would be preferred. 
‘Reference No. 332.) 

CHEMICAL DYES AND PHOTOGRAPHIC REQUISITES.— 
A firm manufacturing chemical and pharmaceutical products im 
Brussels wish to vepresent British manufacturers of chemical 
dyes and photographic requisites, on a commission basis, either 
for the whole or part of Belgium. (Reference No. 333.) 

FOODSTUFFS, CEREALS. AND EDIBLE OILS.—A whole 
sale firm of importers and exporters, established at Antwerp, 
desire to purchase and to sell. on commission, or with sole selling 
rights, foodstuffs and raw materials for the manufacture of food- 
stuffs, cereals and edible oils. (Reference No. 334.) 

CHEMICAL PRODUCTS, COLOURS AND VARNISHES.—A 
trading company, established’ near Liege, desire to obtain an 
agency. with depot, for the sale of chemical products. colours and 
varnishes. The company emplov three travellers and have !arge 
warehouses. (Reference No. 335.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

TENDERS INVITED. 

CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW AVENUE aT KIEL.—H.™. 
Consul-General at Antwerp has forwarded a copy of the spect 
fication of a contract opened at the Town Hall, Antwerp. @ 
respect of the construction of a new avenue around the Beer 
schot Athletic Grounds at Kiel. near Antwerp. 

Tenders for this work will be received by the Secretary at 
the Town Hall. Antwerp, up to 19th March. 

The copy of specification (In French) referred to above may 
be consulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Office, 
Department of Overseas Trade. 35. Old Queen Street. West- 
minster, S.W.1. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 
FRANCE. 


LININGS.—An agent in Paris, well connected with the 
French wholesale home and export trade, desires to represent a 
British manufacturer or merchant for linings (cotton and woo! 
and cotton), on the French market. (Reference No. ; 

TIN PLATES.—A well-known firm of olive oil exporters in 
Bordeaux desire to get into touch with a United Kingdom firm 
dealing in tin plates, with a view to representing them in the 
South-West of France. (Reference No. 337 ‘ 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





TENDERS INVITED. 

ERECTION OF HOTEL IN LYONS.—H.MM. Consul-General., 
Lyons, reports that the Société des Nouveaux Hotels, Lyons, 
propose to construct, in r3-inforced concrete, a large modern 
hotel in that town, and invite tenders from United Kingdom 
firms who are in a position to tender for such an undertaking. 

The only particulars received are that the proposed hotel 
will be a six storey building containing 450 rooms and that 
the floor space will be approximately 4,000 square metres (800 
square metres ior the ground floor, and 3,200 square metyes for 
the other six floors. 

Firms interested should communicate direct with Monsieur 
L’Administrateur délegué de Ja Société, 10, rue des Marronniers, 
Lyons. 





ITALY. 

COAL. METALS, MINERALS, AGRICULTURAL 
MACHINERY, ETC.—An Italian firm, established in Milan. 
members of the British Chamber of Commerce, desire to repre- 
sent, or would buy on own account from, British firms exporting 
coal, metals, minerals, agricultural machinery, machine-tools, 
tools, and chemicals. Correspondence may be in Italian, French 
and English. (Reference No. 338.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





ROUMANIA. a 

LEATHER, HIDES AND SKINS, ME?VALS, RUBBER 
GOODS, ETC.—A Roumanian firm of commission agents and 
importers, with knowledge of British goods, desire to communi- 
cate with British exporters of leather for boot-making, hides and 
skins, metals, technical rubber goods, hardware, chemicals, and 
woollen and cotton piece-goods, with a view to taking up agencies 
and arranging for imports to Roumania under the Exports 
Credits Scheme of the Board of Trade. (Reference No. 339.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

TENDERS INVITED. 

LOCOMOTIVES, PASSENGER COACHES, ETC.—H.M. 
Commercial Secretary at Bucharest has forwarded drawing, and 
specifications of (1) passenger coaches and goods wagons. (2) 
locomotives, required by the Roumanian State Railroads. 

On the drawings are marked the numbers of coaches and loco- 
motives ultimately required, but it is stated that the immediate 
requirements are as follows :— 

PASSENGER COACHES. 
100 passenger coaches, first class. 
100 passenger coaches, second class. 
50 passenger coaches, mixed first and second class 
LocoMOTIVES. 
No. 2 type 100-150 locomotives. 
No. 5 type, 200 locomotives. 
No. 6 type. 100 locomotives. 

The Ministry of Public Works will not, it is understood. 
insist on compliance in every particular with the drawings re- 
ceived in the case of manufacturers who are able and willing to 
supply in the near future, but tenders submitted should be for 
coaches and locomotives suitable for Roumania. of the same 
general type and design as those shown in the prints. 

In the case of (1) the drawings referred to may be consulted 
by British firms interested at the Department of Overseas Trade 
Room 50). 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1. In the 
ease of (2) drawings may be examined at the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Room 50), as above, up till 22nd March, after 
which date they will be available to any firm in the Provinces 
who may be unable to inspect them in London. 





SPAIN (Canary Islands). 

PROVISIONS, OILS, COTTON GOODS. ETC.—-H.M. Com- 
mercial Secretary at Madrid, reports that a firm. established 14 
vears ago in Teneriffe, wish to obtain agencies (buying or other- 
wise) for condensed milk. provisions, oils, cotton goods. carpets 
and rugs, and stationery. The firm already hold certain 
British agencies. (Reference No. 340.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


NEAR EAST. 








ALBANIA. 
TEXTILES.—A commission agent established in Durazzo. 
Albania. desires to obtain for that town the representation of 


British 


(Reference No. 541.) 


manufacturers of textiles. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





ALGERIA, TUNIS AND MOROCCO. 
_AGEN'T’S SERVICES OFFERED.—A general wholesale 
import and export agent established in Oran, Algeria, wishes to 
undertake agencies for British firms, covering Algeria, Tunis. 
and Morocco. The applicant is prepared to act on own account, 
on commission or on a consignment basis: He desires also to 
export local produce. (Reference No. 342.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





MOROCCO. 

_ ELECTRIC MOTORS, MACHINE TOOLS, COTTON 
GOODS, ETC.—A British subject, with an established agency 
business in Casablanca, is desirous of representing United 
Kingdom manufacturers of small petrol internal combustion 
engines of from 1 to 10 h.p., electric motors for providing power 
in small workshops, etc., machine tools, green tea, spices and 
cotton goods with the exception of fancy goods. (Reference 
No. 343.) 
_ TWEEDS AND SERGES. IRON RODS.—A firm established 
in Casablanca wish to undertake an agency for manufacturers of 
tweeds and serge. The firm also wish to obtain iron-rods for 
ferro-concrete work. They are prepared to import on own account 
or on commission. (Reference No. .) 

ELECTRICAL MACHINERY AND FITTINGS—The 
branch of an important French electrical company, established in 
Casablanca, wishes to be placed in touch with United Kingdom 
manufacturers of electrical machinery and fittings. Correspond- 
ence should be in French. (Reference No. 34a.) 

CEMENT, COAL, EARTHENWARE, HARDWARE. 
METALS, SUGAR, ETC.—An important British firm, estab- 
lished in Casablanca, wish to represent, either as agents or as 
sole buyers, United Kingdom manufacturers or merchants of all 
goods, particularly the following :—Cement, coal, earthenware. 
hardware, corrugated iron sheets, iron rods for ferro-concrete 
work, steel joists, brass, copper, tinplates, mineral oils, sugar and 
spices, cottons, and woollen cloth. The firm will import on their 
own account, on Commission, or on a consignment account. (Re- 
ference No. 346.) 

PROVISIONS, YARNS. WOOLLENS AND HIDES.—An 
Algerian merchant who is shortly coming to England, desires to 
secure the representation. in Moroccc, of British firms dealing 
In provisions, yarns, woollens, and hides. (Reference No. 347.) 

CLOTH, COTTON GOODS: GREEN TEA.—A firm in Meknez 
wish to represent British manufacturers of fine cloths and cotton 
goods, in that town and the surrounding distriets of Azrou. 
Timadit, E] Hajeb, and Ain el Luh: and also a British firm 
exporting green tea to Morocco. Correspondence should be 
in French. (Reference No. 348.) 

Applications for names and «addresses 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


must be sent to the 





ASIA MINOR. 





SYRIA. 

HARDWARE. COOKING AND HOUSEHOLD UTENSILS, 
DYES, ETC.—A firm of commission agents in Damascus wish 
to get into touch with British manufacturers of the following 
articles, which were largely supplied by the Continent before 
the war, and for which there is stated to be a brisk demand :— 
Hardware, ironmongery, cooking and household utensils, enamel- 
led goods, porcelain, faience, glassware. dyes (aniline and others), 
and electrical sundries. (Reference No. 349.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





LATIN AMERICA. 





CUBA. 

HOSIERY. HEAVY HARDWARE. GROCERIES, AND 
MOTOR TYRES.—A British agent resident in Havana, who is 
at present in England on a visit, wishes to get into touch with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of hosiery. heavy hardware, 
croceries, and motor tvres, with a view to representing them 
in Cuba. (Reference No. 350.) 





GUATEMALA. 

HANDKERCHIEFS, LACES, EMBROIDERIES. ETC.—H.M. 
Consul-General, Guatemala City. reports that a merchant in that 
city desires to get into communication with United Kingdom 
firms who sell iob lots of handkerchiefs, laces, embroideries and 
insertion. (Reference No. 351.) 





PERU. 

COTTON PIECE-GOODS,. ETC.—A firm of commission agents 
in Lima, of which the principal partner is a British subject, who 
have already built up a considerable business are desirous of 
representing British manufacturers in all lines, on a commission 
basis. The firm are particularly anxious to secure at once the 
representation of a British firm of merchants and exporters of 
cotton piece-goods. (Reference No. 352.) 

Applicationsfor names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department. of Overseas Trade. 
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i920, 


December by about 
November. Re. 


and being also less than im 
€1,150,000 less than in 
pe of Foreign and Colonial Merchandise registered in 
lebruary amounted in value to £22,603,789, a decrease of 
nearly £3,000,000 compared with January and of £3,500,000 
compared with December. The excess ot Imports in February 
£62,.000,000. 


pian he 


5.000.000 and 


United Kingdom 
was £170,514,272, 
other 
The value 


The value of the Imports into the 


registered during the month ot 


0 O00 


February 


or about £13, less than in January. In no 


previous month Value recorded. 
of the Exports of United Kingdom Produce was £85,964,180, 
4) 000.000 


Was SO great a 


showing cb decrease ot about {° compared with "\ as nearly 


The following table shows the value of the external trade in February, 1920, compared with particulars for a year earlier :— 


Month ended 29th February. 


_ Exports Value | F. 0. B. 1) 


Pr RKODUCE AND 
MANUFACTURES OF THE 
UnirepD KIinGpom. 


Imports (Value C.I.F.*) ; 
| FOREIGN AND COLONTAL 
MERCHANDISE. 


ee — ee 








1919. 1920. | 1919. 1920. 1919. 1920. 
1. —Food, Drink, and Tobacco— ‘ ¢ ¢ ¢ ry ¢ 
A. Grain and Flour .. 6.531.838 11,849,882 47,694 338.056 47,249 379,480 
6. Feeding Stuffs for Animals 615.966 971.314 2.447 93.669 100 63.523 
der we ge (2.831.701 13,215,954 13,18] 107.009 788,309 969,981 
1). Animals, Living. for Fe _ 7 ; a cite ae hice 
: { e 4 , c 7] ) , ‘ ‘ = > )- 7 ( 525 
F- Other Food and Drink, Non-Dutiable —--/12.810131 14.316.702 1) gga ssa 2,008,717; MOORE | Soy an 
UY ‘x - Q.} O05 14,534,910 | Le ot ited 
D>. Tobacco a 2 815.123 » 993.965 919.385 654.046 12,189 195,170 
Total, Class T. .. ‘ - - 45.446.362 | 57.682.727 | ].252 093 3.987.497 1. 395,078 3.473.311 
{1.—Raw Materials. and Articles Mainly | 
Unmanufactured— 
A. Coal " “s _ 1.887.692 9.693.712 —_ 
6. Other Non- Me tallic Mining and Quarry Pro- 
ducts and the like... _ is +s 421,229 559.935 42.495 110,828 23.707 78.371 
C. Iron Ore and Scrap .. $52,657 $50,277 14,316 57.119 — es 
1). Non-Ferrous Metalliferous Ore: s and Sc rap .. 1.313.941 1.257.956 1.209 101.102 69.868 15.592 
E. Wood and Timber er 2 311.054 3,672,856 45,87! 89.603 2,087 139,108 
F Raw Cotton and Cotton Waste - 16,799,027 46,081,599 _ 423,140 9942 | 4,743,927 
(:- Wool, Raw and Waste, and Woollen Rags 5,099,601 7,160,520 J £152,255 1,046,290 69,570 | 4,784,230 
H. Silk, Raw, Knubs and Noils 355.999 374,396 ’ 502 9.644 9.147 9,883 
1. Other Textile Materials te ee 1.083.047 2,865,525 30,394 9,382 389.902 502,932 
+. Oil Seeds, Nuts, Oils, Fats. Resins, and Gums 5,025,399 8,175,857 60,597 986,666 136,145 1,123,530 
IN. Hides and Skins, Undressed 1.686.367 2 897.796 99.569 543.613 110.680 1,766,501 
l.. Paper-making Materials 902,745 961,619 48,86] 174,472 — 863 
= snes ee LG78.962 2,874,409 7.404 35.796 781,023 1.563.778 
N. Miscellaneous Raw Materials and = Articles _— 
mainly Unmanufactured 1.135.412 1,879,565 217.317 544,162 151,462 472,297 
Total, Class If. .. 28.684.740 | =9 G19 9 210 5.581.850 13.825.439 1 753,933 | 15,201,012 
III. ~<aathoies Wholly or Mainly ‘nnn { : omens 
Coke and Manufactured Fuel 518 517.467 1.770.324 a | 
B Earthenware, Glass. Abrasives, &c. 198.522 885,409 603,245 978.403 3,780 14,200 
C. Iron and Steel and Manufactures thereof 927.042 1,390,179 | 3.023.861 0 6,917.877 37,948 38,387 
Dy. Non-Ferrous Metals and Manufactures t hiereot 2 434.783 3.553.465 626.451 2,160,162 92,485 165.956 
E. Cutlery, Hardware, Implements and Instru- | 
ments és - i 610,435 927,123 494,618 776,232 53,512 114,208 
I. Electrical Goods and a cane 136.859 98,706 240,273 629,247 8.990 7,876 
(+. Machinery ‘a a 1.269.275 1.383.429 1.483, 119 2,743,237 23,032 104,275 
H. Manufactures of Wood and Timber 228.( 21 438.546 59,872 151,739 1,797 11,808 
[. Cotton Yarns and Manufactures - = 309,136 656,507 16,184,027 23,721,350 39,261 252,837 
‘4. Woollen and Worsted Yarns and Manufac- 
is 59,107 1.151.282 6,349,494 9,068,838 3.149 94,653 
K. Silk and Silk Manufactures - 1.921.659] 3,079,462 209,662 390.768 82,161 339,263 
L.. Manufactures of other Textile Materials 288.032 1,665,581 1,637,551 3,144,417 178,737 470,537 
M. Apparel .. = .. ww, - 495.914 513.792 | 1,552,478 3,248,401 16,051 128,106 
N. Chemicals, Drugs. Dyes. and Colours 1.727.279 2. 340,283 1.785.292 2.644.033 917.103 453,539 
(). Oils, Fats, and Resins, Manufactured 1.150.998 4,132,237 828.027 1,048,808 191,742 704,354 
P. Leather and Manufactures thereof 1.472.327 2 20) | 299 150.282 1.051.748 45: 275,230 
(). Paper and Cardhoard a is ie “SOG S16 1.682.686 273.2369 545.789 1.349 33, 439 
R. Vehicles (including Locomotives. Ships. and , 
Aircraft SI1,182 2,251,175 592,243 1,736,703 5.311 34,28] 
“. Rubber Manufac ture s : I30,879 D94.54) 298,435 770.968 12.030 7,503 
T. Miscellaneous Articles. mainly or ‘wholly Meiiu- ; 
metmnes. 3.525.116 2,995,877 | 2.287.002 3.233.468 260,510 388,918 


Total. Class HT. 


29953, $14 








33.042.020 | 39,196,769 


66.732.577 


969, 181 





3.929, 466 


i a IS.O1] 9.706 31.233 314.189 465 — 
17.— Animals Bet See Feet PS5.O14 | 167.509 852.976 1,104,488 = —— 


V.—Parcel Post, Non-Dutiable Articles— 


ToTaAL 7” me 


: = ' ‘ — - . latest sale value 
*The values of the Imports represent the cost, Insurance, and freight : or, when goods are consigned for sale, the latest sale 

OT suc rh oO‘ ds. . . . P c > 4 4 AS the 
*The values of the Exports represent the cost and the charges of delivering the goods on board the ship, and are known 4: 


* free on board ” , VE aluoc aS 


106,689,341 


170,514,272 


5,119,157 22,603,789 
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UNITES KINGDOM: FOREIGN TRADE 1N FEBRUARY. 





Government Notices 
VALUE OF PRADE | . 
poe Pee table gives, under the three principal hg Ss | affecting Trade. 


ol articies, rie Values ror February and ta ony Lor Jt). and 


for Kebruary, 1913:— 
Raw Ma- Articles Total, in- 
Food, _ terials babi EXPORT SECTION, 


and wholiv or cluding mis- 














Drink, Articles mainly ‘ellaneous — ™ ts alia | ‘palace - 
and mainly sont 7 hig LLTERATIONS TO THE ENPORT PROHIETTED 
Tobacco. unmanu- factured.  classtiied. LIST 
; factured. ee ee ee Sy eee ee ee 
Thousand Thousand Thousand Thousand Board of Trade (Licensing Section) announce that as 
February, 1920 ‘ ‘ trom the 11th instant the following have been removed from 
Imports -. 97,683 79.612 32.042 70.514 List ** A’? of Prohibited Exports :— 
a Salmon trout. 
ana 3,987 13,825 66,733 85,984 Notes, Russian rouble. 
Foreign and ( ‘olonial S47 3 15.204 3 Y2Y er 
anuary, 1920 | 
Tapers -° 22 19.937 78,137 31.528 183.498 FOOD SECTION 
Exports— IWPORTED FP na ; | at 
British 4,763 16,654 83,086 105,880 RTED FLOUR AND MEAL. 
Foreign and Colonial J 194 LO,1 40 4,187 25 AG The Ministry of Food announce that the lmported Grain 
4 Mlour ard Meal (Importers? Prices) Order, 1919. was 
— » = “ ” revoked as on Monday. 8th March. 1920. On and after that 
Imporis eo eo 21.180 26.359 15.993 63.787 ie Mie Mai: ~ Meal wag ta’ en ASLO 
Exports—— date Maize and Maize Meal may be imported tree from 
British 2,213 4,966 32,281 40,173 the prices fixed by the Order 
Foreign and Colonial 1,199 G98) D564) Ws I Naat wad bee 
IMPORTS. POTATOES OP DER. 1920. 
The value of the February imports of food, drink and The following are the chie! provisions of the new Order, 
tobacco Was smaller than the value for January bv which is called the Potatoes Order, 1920. 
£15,704,000, grain and flour accounting for £4,197 G60 af the i. The maximum growers’ price lor ware potatoes (1.e., 
decrease, meat for £4,818,000, other food and drink. not potatoes which will not pass through a Li-inc wih’ oil 
subject to Customs duty, for €1,924,000, and dutiable food he €12 15s. per ton f.o.r. during the periol Sth to 3ist 
and drink for €2,124,000. The value of tobacco imported was March, and thereafter the growers’ price will increase fort- 
less by £2,239,000, and that of feeding stuffs for animals by nightly by 5s. per ton, rising on Ist June to £14 for the 
£402,000. Among articles classed as raw materials and remainder of the 191) crop. For potatoes other than ware 
mainly unmanutfactured the following important decreases are potatoes, or for a mixture of ware and other potatoes, the 
shown :—-Wood and timber, £486,000; raw wool (sheep’s and maximum growers’ uvion is £5 fas., iseomtective of Ae 
lemb’s), 375.000 : hemp, £342 OOO - jute, 1 168.009 - oil date at delivery. 
weds, nuts, oils, ete, £252,000; hides and skins, undressed, 2. Wholesale dealers will be permitted to average their 
£1,188,000; and paper-making materials, £1,332,600. Raw profits in the same way as last vear. The average profit 
cotton imports in February show an increase amounting to over all transactions during the fortnightly period ending 
£(}. 836 ,0GO compared with the value of such imports in 28th March, and each wahee ‘quent fortnightly period must 
January and an increase of £643.000 is recorded in respect not exceed 7s. 6d. per ton where the potatoes ave acld te 
of rubber. Articles whoily or mainly manufactured show an another wholesale dealer, and must not exceed 15s. per ton 
increase Of £655,000 in tin blocks, ingots. bars and slabs, of where the potatoes are sold to a retail dealer or consumer. 
£981,000 in silk and silk manufactures, and of £345,000 in In addition. the wholesale dealer mat) charge any reasonable 
motor cars and parts thereot, including chassis. amount borne bv him in respect of transport, and a sum 


not exceeding LUs, per ion tor bags where these have been 
supphed by him. 
3. The maximum retail selling prices will be related to 


IXPORTS. 
The exports of coal in Kebruary amounted to 2.601.000 
tons, Valued at 9,694,000, compared with 3.859.000 tons in 


January, valued at £11,542,000, the average vaiue per ton the cost of the potatoes to the retailer in accordance with 
being greater in February by about 5s. 9d. Textile yarns and the schedule printed below. In addition, the retailer _ 
manufactuses account for €10,993,000 of the £16,354,000 be permitted to charge for delivery as under last year’s 
decrease in exports of United Kingdom manufactures, cotton Order. , ital 

soods being 7.360.006 lass in february than in January. 4. The maximum growers prices apply only to potatoes 
wollen goods £2,434,090 less, silk eoods £95,000 less. and grown in Great Britain, anc the Order does not prescribe 
manufactures of othe > textile materi: Ie C1. 174.000 less. Other any maximum first-hand price for potatoes imported irom 
important decreases are:—Iron and stee! and manufactures Ireland or foreign countries On the other hand, the 
thereof. £1 263.000. machinery, £990 .000 : and che micals. limitation oft profits Ot wholesale dealers and the schedule 
drugs, dves and colours, £710,000. f retail prices apply to all potatoes sold in Great Britain, 


whether home-grown or imported. 

The Order does not extend to Treland. nor does it 
apply to potatoes sold as or for seed. In the case of 
potatoes sold for seed, the provisions of the Seed Potatoes 
Order, 1918, must be observed. 

‘ ; | 6. All contracts (other than contracts for sale of potatoes 
Kstimatep Wright or Ivports. | in the ground) for the sale of potatoes subsisting on the 
Feb., 1913. Feb.. 1919. Feb., 1920. 
ThSusand Thousand Thousand 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 


Food, drink. and tobacco i 1.346 755 1.10] NOTICE. 


Raw materials and articles satin | 


WricHr or Imports. 

The estimated weight of the merchandise imported into 
the United Kingdom in Kebruary, 1920, was 2.892.600 tons, 
being 410,000 tons less than the estimate for January, 1920. 
and 1,041,009 tons tess than that for February, 1913. 








inmanufactured ; ;, 1.859 1,109 P31 
— amd or mainly manu- ;' | The price of the “Board of Trade Journal’ is 6d. (63d. 
eturec 7 627 435 480 _—e ° 
Mk net foe fad and Parcel | post free). Annual subscription (post free) 27s. 6d. in the 
Ot Ot ” oe +i ~— Less than | United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, 
»o0U tons 
inane: ania, 93 ; | post free. 
Toran ” ‘1 .. 13,933 2,299 2.892 | 
| 
; : aes. ee | . Editorial ces are at the new Government Build- 
Net tonnage of ee ente wed The Edito Off ' 
with cargoes 3,371 1.811 2.420 | ings, Great George Street, London, S.W.1. All editorial 
Nearly 62 per cent. of the decrease in the weight of the | ¢emmunications should be addressed to ‘The Editor.’’ 


iuports as compared with February, 1913, is shown in the 
‘lass of raw materials and articles mainly unmanufactured, 
the Principal decreases being in metallic ores and wood and | 
timber, The former decreased by about 440,000 tons and | The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communi- 
the latter by nearly 120,000 tons. Raw cotion was more by | 


| Telephone No. Victoria 9800. 





cations concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M 

0,000 tons, grain and flour less by 230,000 tons, and meat | : J - P , ) ¥ 

ore by 26.000 tons. | Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
—~—— | W.C.2, or branches (see Cover). 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 


date when the Order comes into force, are cancelled except 
in respect of potatoes delivered before that date. The 
Order comes into force on 15th March, 1920. 





have been granted by the Board of Trade to under. 
mentioned companies or individuals : — 
Baerlocher, Charles, Billiter House, Billiter Street, E.C. 3, 
eet Bass, Paul, 69-70, Mark Lane, E.C. 3. 
SCHEDULE If. Brown, Francis Giles, trading as Northern Engineers Supply 
SCALE OF Maximum Retait Prices a, oe, eae yrs peony 
: Foldal Copper and Sulphur Co., Ltd., The, 33, Old Broad 
Highest authorised retail selling Street, H.C. 2. ' , ” 
sellingfprice over the Counter, Jackson, Howard Herbert, 39, Corporation Street, 
Birmingham. 
Rate per Rate per Rate per Rate per Lewis, Thomas Arthur, Cathedral Buildings, Newcastle-on- 
ewt.for  stonefor  half- ¢ Ib. for Tyne. 
lots of lots of stone for — lots of tiiser, Hans Hansen, 66, Greencroft Gardens, N.W. 5. 
Lewt. I4lb.or _ lots of less Swann and Co.. 6, Moorgate Street, E.C. 2. 
or more more, 7 lb. and than , ’ 
Xetailers Cost per cwt. hut less more, 7 lb >_> 
Sec footnote below. ) than 1 ~~ but less 


ewt, than Commercial Returns. 
'. Any price up to7 /6 -- Of Lj2 id a 
; Exceed- 


ing 7/6, but not COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
yee ae «Sh THE WEEKLY RETURN. 
‘| :9 c 
} 8 /: fecurn of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
S/d, 8/5 Exported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 
during the week and 10 weeks ended 4th March, 192): 














to 


il 


8/5 i 9 
90 , 9 
9/4, )/ 
9/8 __,, 10 /- 
10/- __s,, 10 /3 
10/7 
10 /11 
11 /2 
11/5 
11/8 
11/18 
12 /2 
12 /6 
12/9 
13 /- 
13 /4 
13 /7 
13/10 
14/1 
14/5 
14/8 
14/11 
15 /2 
15 /6 
15/9 
16 /- 
16 /4 
16/7 
16/10 
17 /2 
17/5 
17/5 
18 /- 
18/3 
- 18 /6 
, 8/6 ,, 18 /9 
42. Exceeding 18/9 


tie 


— 


tom 


Week | 10 Weeks |) Week 10 Weeks 
ended | ended | ended ended 
4th Mar. | 4th Mar. | 4th Mar. | 4th Mar. 
1920. | 1920. || 1920. 1920. 
\) | — 


| 
| EXPORTS. 


it 


ti— 





DH ~¥~1 C3 Sd St St he oe WS GS TO 


tt-_ 


| 
IMPORTS. 


—_ 
-_ 





(ee 





— 


Bales. | Bales. Bales. Bales. 





ad jos 
i 


to 


American .. ba 73,216 | 1,025,000 | 1,395 22,099 
Brazilian .. .. — 18,173 | — 2,315 
East Indian ‘is 4,165 28,036 | 2 067 24,799 
Egyptian .. i. 7,688 184,094 19,747 88,157 
Miscellaneous ee 6,520* | 94,905F | 99 4,29] 


—< 
_— 
peed ped 
ine 


— 








t= 





Total .. 91,589 | 1,350,208 | 23,208 | 141,651 





tom 


*Including 8 bales British West African. 

tIncluding 3,171 bales British West Indian. 1,753 bales 
British West African, 7.724 bales British East African, and 
988 hales Foreign East African. 


tum 


tune 





tom 
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CORN PRICES. 

Statement showing the average price of British Corn, per 
quarter of 8 bushels Imperial Measure* as received from 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 6th 
March, 1920, and corresponding weeks of the seven 
vears, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 
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BAverage Price. 
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Barley. Oats. 
1. The cost to the retailers for the purchase of the above 


Schedule includes the following items, and no more :— 
(a) The actual price paid for the potatoes by the retail | Week ended 6th March, 1920.. 
dealer ; Corresponding week in— 
(b) any sums actually paid or payable by the retail, 1915 
dealer for the carriage of the potatoes; | 1914 
(c) where the potatoes are carted by the retail dealer | a 
to his premises, a reasonable sum, not exceeding 1917 
os. per ton, in respect of such cartage. | 1918 
Z. In cases where potatoes are bought by the retailer. | 1919 
bags included, a sum of 6d. per ewt. must be deducted from 
the actual cost, in order to arrive at the cost for the ae ak - of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that 
purposes of the Schedule. For example, if the cost to the a . val “ rs : of Briticl Cc i. made to 
retailer of potatoes is 13s. 7d. per cwt., bags included, the where ree Cor ng oe — ge eeoeaall thei 
selling price is determined by line 21 of the Schedule, and leant Taepentne <2 ee eee ae Say Se 
ae ta the Imperial bushel or bv weight or bv a welg ed rie vial 
3. Where potatoes are sold in lots of 1 ewt. or more, the that officer shall mange —_  Sagecogen oe meas 
retailer may charge a deposit of Is. per bag in addition to bushel, and in the case nd at thee yee aa te fa rial 
the Schedule price. conversion is to be made at the rate a " 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial poum 
tor every bushel of barley, and thirty-nine Imperial pounds 


GENERAL SECTION. for every bushel of oats. o 


NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT: BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED. 
LICENCES. 4luminium Sheet, Circles and Tubes.—Booklets No. 3 | 
Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 1. Sub- 3 and 4, published by the British Aluminium Co., Ltd., J ‘ 
Section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act. 1918 Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 4. — ¢ metal 
[7 and 8 Geo. 5 Ch. 67], and No. 11 of the Statutory Rule- _ These contain practical hints on agi! W rye = 
and Orders, No. 265, of 1918, Non-Ferrous Metal Industry in a concise and handy form. They should prove 
that licences under the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act to works’ foremen and operatives. 
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